
Evangelization-Outreach 

Before the pandemic, three pastoral needs were recognized. The first, the parish should take initiative to 

recontact parishioners 12 – 18 months after a pastoral need was met. Parishioners, mainly Spanish speaking 

parishioners, came to the office to request sacraments, blessings, candles, and plan funerals. We met their 

request; we did not ask if there were other pastoral needs. We did not take initiative with the family after their 

request was met; we waited for the family to make another contact. Often, the information we gathered for the 

families of students in religious education or babies for baptisms was not complete; it was available for the 

requested service but not for the parish to contact the families in the future. The parish census, just before the 

pandemic began, was a step toward being able to recontact, to follow up with parishioners. The parish also 

established the position of pastoral administrator. This person meets with parishioners when they make 

requests for services. There is a conversation, other pastoral needs of the family may be shared and also 

addressed, not just what brought them to the office.  

The second pastoral need was the faith formation of English-speaking parishioners, in particular young adults, 

and young families. There were programs for adults to be baptized, receive their Confirmation and First 

Communion or to marry. There were groups like the Knights of Columbus or the Parish Women’s group/Altar 

Society. Our Spanish speaking parishioners had resources like the Grupo de Oracion, Cursillo, Encuentro 

Matrimonial and las Guadalupanas. Because many young adults and families were English speaking, even if 

Hispanic, steps were taken to form an English-speaking group for young adults and young families.  

The third pastoral need was assistance with the petition for the annulment process, so that parishioners in a 

second marriage could receive the sacraments and participate fully in the life of the parish. Both English and 

Spanish speaking parishioners seek to have their present marriages recognized by the Church.  

Developments during the pandemic and possibilities for the future  

During the pandemic two young adult groups started to meet; in addition to weekly meetings, there was service 

to the parish. Young adults called parishioners to check on their needs as the pandemic continues, and there is a 

plan for a weekend retreat the end of April. Like parents of religious education students, there was a renewed 

interest faith. During the pandemic, we also added a staff person, Rosa Gomez, who dedicates 25% of her time 

to outreach. In addition to the young adult groups, there have been developments for the faith formation of 

adults. Former Missionary Servants of the Word offered a bible study for parents. The Missionary Servants of 

the Word were contacted, and the parish is planning to receive two missionaries after April, for outreach to 

parishioners and bible studies. The missionaries have a series of bible studies for parishioners to know our faith 

and to be prepared to serve within the community.  

The parish now has a staff person dedicated to assisting parishioners with the annulment process. This is a new 

initiative. The annulment process is difficult to complete. My hope is that with assistance, our parishioners will 

be able to complete the process and be given the freedom to participate fully again in the life of the Church.  

 


