
Youth 

In the years before the pandemic, our high school and junior high students had preparation programs for First 

Communion/Confirmation and quinceañeras; there was also a Youth Program. The preparation for the 

sacraments and quinceañeras were priorities for families; the youth program was not the same priority. The 

sacrament program lasted two school years and began with the school year. Students celebrated the sacraments 

in May and summer vacation began. Many families saw the celebration of these sacraments as the end of the 

student’s formation in the faith. Students celebrated the sacraments, the summer interrupted their Mass 

attendance during the summer, and never returned to join the youth group.  

During the pandemic, the sacraments program moved to a new schedule. Still two years, but with the new 

group of students starting in January and celebrating the sacraments in November of the second year, close to 

the feast of Christ the King when the students are still in school. With Advent, Christmas and Lent after their 

First Communion and Confirmation, the hope is that students will continue to attend Mass and receive the 

sacraments.  

Parishioners noted the need for more evangelization of the youth. There was an effort to build a youth program 

for both High School and Middle School. A plan was made to create a Youth leadership room in the middle 

school to give youth leaders and their adult catechists a stable place to meet. Then, the pandemic interrupted 

programs and building the youth program. During the pandemic, because students were not in class, tutoring 

students to complete schoolwork became a focus. A summer camp experience was planned; high school 

students were counselors and middle school students were campers. They joined youth from around the 

diocese. The parish youth minister was to be the camp director; she became ill and did not attend the summer 

camp.  Later, she transferred to service in the parishes in Walla Walla.  

Development during the pandemic and possibilities for the future 

The office in the middle school building, the former Children’s Center, has its own entrance. Both the office and 

the group space around the office could be used as a counseling center. The parish planned to add a counselor 

to the parish staff to assist students and families. To assure the office space was separate during school hours, a 

bathroom was to be added to the space. Because of the pandemic, there was uncertainty about the successful 

start of counseling and the work to add a bathroom was not completed. The counseling position was delayed. A 

new group came to the parish, they are the Heritage Girls with students in elementary, middle and high school. 

It is an ecumenical group; service is a key part of the program. It is a new opportunity for students in the parish. 

I believe that the missionaries in the parish, and three young adult groups more active in the parish, will help our 

high school and middle school students to see our faith lived by young adults. My hope is that our youth, in the 

program for sacraments or the youth group, once they finish, will not wait until they are married and have 

children, to return to the practice of their faith. I hope young adults will bridge the years from high school to 

family life by participating in young adult groups in the parish.  

With students’ studies interrupted for the third school year, it may be difficult for our youth to take the next 

steps for their futures. They may need help to plan, may need mentors to help them, not only to know their 

faith, but also to overcome the disadvantages that resulted from the pandemic that make it more difficult for 

them to take the next steps after high school.   

 


