
Our Lady of Sorrows Church 



 

 Our Lady of Sorrows 
5020 Rhodes Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63109 
www.olsorrows.org 

Business Hours 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Phone (314) 351-1600 

 

Pastor  
Fr. Brad Modde  

Mass Schedule 

Daily 
Monday—Friday 7:00 a.m. 

Holy Days 
7:00 a.m. 

Rectory closed on all Holy Days 
 

Sunday 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Confessions 
Saturday 3:00-4:00 p.m. @ St. Joan of Arc campus 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Brad Modde, Pastor 

FrBModde@gmail.com  
Rev. Andrew Sigmund, Retired 

drewsigmund38@gmail.com 
Deacon Dan Skillman, Pastoral Associate 

skillmand@olsorrows.org 
Mrs. Mary Ann Rachas, Secretary, Bulletin Editor 

rectory@olsorrows.org 
Mr. Greg Schweizer, Director of Music 

gregschweizer@hotmail.com 

 

SOUTH CITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
Mrs. Laura Hirschman, Principal 

lhirschman@sccastl.org 
5821 Pernod Ave 
St. Louis, MO 63139 
314-752-4171 
www.stlsouthcitycatholicacademy.org 

 

 

OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS 
Maureen Ragsdale, Parish Council 314-780-1289 
Prayer Chain 314-330-9275 
Medical Equipment Needs  314-752-4660 
Martha Ministry (funeral luncheons) 314-304-4541 
St. Vincent de Paul (assistance line) 314-289-6101  
 mailbox 1123 
Eucharistic Adoration:  The Adoration Chapel is lo-
cated in the South Sacristy; call the rectory for specific 
hours. 
Sacramental Policies:    
For details on sacramental policies for infant baptism, 
adult initiation, anointing of the sick, Christian mar-
riage, or religious vocations, stop by the rectory or visit 
our website: www.olsorrows.org. 
Bulletin Articles:  
Should be submitted by 9 a.m. Monday morning prior 
to the weekend the article is to run.  Articles may be 
emailed to bulletin@olsorrows.org or dropped off at 
the rectory office.  
Baptismal Preparation: 
The next Baptismal Preparation Evening is MONDAY, 
DEC 11 from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Rectory.  If you 
need to have your child (under 7) baptized, please call 
314-351-1600 to sign up for our next opportunity. 

First Sunday of Advent -Year B       December 3, 2023   
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Parishioners, 
I want to extend my congratulations to Maria and Ron 
Ingino, who celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary 

this past weekend.  After the 4:30pm 
Mass this past Saturday evening, I 
prayed with Maria and Ron, asking 
God’s special blessing upon them as 
they celebrated 30 years of life and 
love together, sharing God’s love to 
each other and our world.  
Congratulations Maria and Ron! 
If there is an anniversary or special 
celebration, and you would like to ask 
God’s special blessing, please let us 

know! Us priests are more than happy to mark the 
occasion with a special blessing, whether before, during, 
or after Mass;  just let us know ahead of time, and we 
will be happy to accommodate your celebration. 
Some things to remember…..there is an event for the 
women of our parish, Advent by Candlelight, which will 
take place this Sunday on December 3rd, starting at 
7pm in the parish hall of Our Lady of Sorrows.  Also 
this Sunday, an event for the men of our parish, 

Advent by Tailgate, will start at 6pm on the parking lot 
of St. Joan of Arc. Breakfast with Santa is scheduled for 
next Saturday, December 9th at Our Lady of Sorrows.  
Finally, make plans to come see the holiday decorations 
and lights on the campus of Our Lady of Sorrows;  I’ve 
heard that Saks Fifth Avenue can’t hold a candle to the 
light display at OLS! During the second and third 
weekends of Advent, December 8th-10th and December 
15th-17th, different parish organizations will host hot 
chocolate and cookies on the back patio of the rectory.  
Come and enjoy some of the holiday cheer with us in 
the evenings during those two weekends. 
Unfortunately (or fortunately!), I haven’t heard any 
rumors lately.  If you have heard something, and you’re 
just not sure if you can believe it, give me a call, or 
send me a message, I’ll give you the straight up facts 
about our parish!  Wishing you a blessed First Week of 
Advent! 
 
Sincerely, 
Fr. Brad 

Nativity Scenes — LAST CALL 
Thank you to the 35 people who ordered a nativity scene!  We still have 2 large and 4 small nativity scenes 
available.  The prices are as follows.  Please circle the set you would like to order: 
 
        Large nativity set (Joseph is 39”) - $110   ($170 with shepherd and sheep)    
  Small nativity set (figures are 21”) - $55   ($85 with shepherd and sheep) 
  
Your Name: ____________________________________    Your phone #:____________________________ 
 
Pay when you pick up your order.  Place this order form in the collection basket, send to the OLS rectory at 
5020 Rhodes Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109, or call the OLS rectory at 314-351-1600.  Questions??, please con-
tact Father Sigmund at 314-250-3287. 



Recent Collections 
November 19, 2023 $13,737. 
November 26, 2023 $  7,555.     
                                                  $21,292.

 
Thank you for your sacrificial gifts to our parish! 

December 3, 2023 

www.facebook.com/olsorrows 

Please Note 
The rectory office will be closed on Friday,      
December 8th for the Immaculate Conception 
holy day. The office will re-open at its 
regular time on Monday, December 11th.   
Thank you. 

Join us in praying for the deceased members of our par-
ish community: 

 
Dee Coyle 

Joseph Mantia 
 
To all who mourn their loss, we extend our 
deepest sympathy and prayers during this 
difficult time. We call on Mary, Our Lady of 
Sorrows, to comfort you in your grief. 

Early Bulletin Deadlines 
Due to the publisher’s early deadlines, all content 
for the December 17th bulletin must be submit-
ted by 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, December 
6th. 
All content for the December 24th    
bulletin must be submitted by 9:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday, December 13th. 

 
Thank you for your cooperation! 

Welcome! 
We welcome our devoted and faithful parishioners, 
neighbors who come regularly to support our mission, 
all St. Louisans of all faiths, and our visitors. Serving you 
in this beautiful church of Our Lady of Sorrows is a great 
privilege. 

— Fr. Brad Modde, pastor 
— Fr. Andrew Sigmund, retired in residence 
— Deacon Dan Skillman, permanent deacon 

Pray for the Sick  
Please remember the following people in your prayers: 

Patty Anton    Dorothy Hassler  Julia Michalka 
Cindy (Reilly) Berry    Kathleen Hendren Marsha Nixon 
Jim Brennell    Robert Hobein Emily Oster 
Terri Broleman    Margaret Holmes Gary Pace 
Emma Bullock    John Holtmann Carol Padberg 
Sue Bunch    Chris Kirchner Jeff Pagano 
Mike Cebulski    Joy Kullman Christel Perry 
Sean D.    Susan Langton Dan Reilly 
Tom Davis    John LeGrand Kevin Reilly 
Jackie Duffey    Linda LeGrand Bob Rice 
Rick Gahn    Leigh and Family Robert Seeber 
Vincent Gentile    Audrey Mehan Justin Valdes 
Mary Gerau    Kenny Mehring Ethan Wagner 
Audrey Hacker    Anthony Mendoza Krissy Wilson 
Gary Harbstreet    Diana Meyer  Kelly Zurmuehlen 

E-mail Account for Bulletin Submissions 
If you wish to submit content to the bulletin via e-mail, 
please use the new address: bulletin@olsorrows.org. 
This account will strictly be for bulletin articles.  Please 
direct all other inquiries for the parish staff to  
rectory@olsorrows.org or parishoffice@olsorrows.org. 

Crafting Special Christmas Cards 
There will be a special class for anyone who wants to 
create three very special Christmas cards. 
When:  December 4 
Time:  1:30-3:30pm OR 6:30-8:30pm 
Where:  Our Lady of Sorrows Craft Room (Meet in the 
lobby of the gym 15 minutes prior to starting time) 
Cost: Free  
For more information or to reserve your spot, 
call Mary Jo at 314–629–2408. 

 
     Temporary Mass Schedule 

 
Saturday 

4:30 p.m. Mass — St. Joan of Arc Church 
Sunday 

7:00 a.m. — St. Joan of Arc Church 
9:00 a.m. — St. Mary Magdalen Church 

10:30 a.m. — Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
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SUN 
12/3 

Bible Study 
Women’s Guild 
Coffee and Donuts 
Cub Scouts 

9:00 am 
9:00 am 
10:30 am 
1:00 pm 

Band Room 
Faenger Hall 
Cafeteria 
S/S Rooms 

MON 
12/4 

Pickleball/Exercise 
Basketball Practice 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Volleyball 

9:00 am 
4:30 pm 
7:30 pm 
7:30 pm 

Faenger Hall 
Faenger Hall 
Band Room 
Faenger Hall 

TUE 
12/5 

Pickleball/Exercise 
Pickleball 
Parish Council 
Concert Rehearsal 
Parish Basketball 

9:00 am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
8:15 pm 

Faenger Hall 
Faenger Hall 
S/S Rooms 
Church 
Faenger Hall 

WED 
12/6 

Quilting 
Pickleball/Exercise 
Breakfast w/Santa set up 
Quilting 
RCIA 
Boy Scouts 

8:00 am 
9:00 am 
12:00 pm 
5:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Rectory 
Faenger Hall 
Faenger Hall 
Rectory 
S/S Rooms 
Cafeteria 

THU 
12/7 

Legion of Mary 
Breakfast w/Santa set up 
Cub Scouts 
Private Event 

8:45 am 
9:00 am 
6:00 pm 
6:00 pm 

Notre Dame Rm 
Faenger Hall 
Notre Dame Rm 
Band Room 

FRI 
12/8 

Breakfast w/Santa set up 9:00 am Faenger Hall 

SAT 
12/9 

Breakfast with Santa 8:00 am F. Hall/Café/
Band Room 

SUN 
12/10 

Bible Study 
Private Event 
Pickleball 

9:00 am 
1:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

Band Room 
Band Room 
Faenger Hall 

Monday, December 4 St. John Damascene, priest 
and doctor of the Church 
Readings:     Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8
-9/Mt 8:5-11                                                                                                        

7:00 a.m.    †Joseph F. & Kathryn H. Darpel 
Tuesday, December 5 Weekday 
Readings:    Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 
10:21-24                

 7:00 a.m.   †Linda Piasecki 
Wednesday, December 6 St. Nicholas, bishop 
 Readings:     Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 

15:29-37                                                                                                
   7:00 a.m.    †Wesley Kaminski 

Thursday, December 7 St. Ambrose, bishop and 
doctor of the Church 

Readings:    Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-
27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27                                                                                                  

7:00 a.m.    †Peggy Howard 
Friday, December 8 The Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

    Readings:   Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 
1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38                                                           

 7:00 a.m.    †Greg Newhouse/Special Intention (R&E) 
Saturday, December 9 St. Juan Diego Cuauht-

latoatzin 
   Readings:   Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/

Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8       
Sunday, December 10 Second Sunday of Advent 

Readings:    Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-
 14 (8)/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8                                                                                       

10:30 a.m.  †Jack & Debbie Reilly 
servers:    L. Meyer, C. Meyer, E. Zimmerman 
lectors:    Mike Cline & Mary Cline 

Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic community of Our Lady of Sorrows, are disciples of Jesus Christ through our Bap-
tism. Nourished by Word and Sacrament we seek to form adults, teens, and children in the ways of the Gospel, while welcoming new 
members to our parish and our Catholic faith. As a Eucharistic people, guided by the Holy Spirit, we minister to all, especially the ill, 
elderly, and those in need, through works of fellowship, charity and justice. We strive to continue the mission of our parish begun a 

century ago through the prayerful intercession of Mary, Our Mother. 

 
Sharing our Faith in Jesus,  
Caring for our Community,  

Building on Tradition 

Immaculate Conception Holy Day 
 
Masses for this holy day of obligation will be as  
follows on December 8th: 
 7:00 a.m.  -  Our Lady of Sorrows 
 8:00 a.m.  -  St. Joan of Arc 
 5:30 p.m.  -  St. Mary Magdalen 



December 3, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 
December 9th, 2023 

Our Lady of Sorrows—Faenger Hall— 5020 Rhodes 
(Presented by SCCA’s School Community Assn.) 

 

Cost: $15.00 Per Person/ages 3 and up** 
Includes: Pancakes, Sausage, Donut holes & drinks (Kids 
can decorate a cookie and make a craft) 
Raffles, shopping (free gift wrapping), pictures with San-
ta, and fun for all ages  
**LATE RESERVATIONS, RECEIVED AFTER NOVEMBER 
30TH, PRICE WILL INCREASE TO $15 PER PERSON.   

ONLY ONE SESSION LEFT — 12:00-1:30PM 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
Please send your reservation form and payment 
(payable to SCCA in an envelope marked BWS) to 
school, drop in the collection basket at church or mail to 
Brighid Kappel (314-517-8809 call or text), 5447 Walsh, 
63109, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
 
Name:_______________________________________   
Phone #:__________________ 
Number attending: Children (include under 3)_______   
Adults_________  Amount Enclosed: $________ 

Only one Session left:     12:00-1:30PM 

 

 

 

 
WINTER OUTREACH — A MINISTRY OF MERCY 
  Encouraged by our Catholic Social Teachings: 

“Option for the Poor and Vulnerable” 
Will you be one of God's chosen to support St. Louis 
Winter Outreach as a Ministry of Mercy.  “As long as 
you did it to one of these the least of my brethren, you 
did it to me.” (MT 25:31-46) 
As Winter approaches, our homeless "brethren” will 
spend cold days and nights on the streets of St. Louis. 
In an effort to give them comfort, we invite you to help 
provide meals to an overnight shelter during the cold-
est months. 
Drivers are also needed to deliver the meals to Ameri-
corps Shelter (1315 Ann Street) on  the following days: 

DATES:  SATURDAYS (1pm drop off) 
DEC 9, 2023;  JAN 13, 2024;  FEB 17, 2024 

Please consider joining our Ministry of Mercy by provid-
ing one or more of the following: 

9 x13 Casserole (meat, vegetable or breakfast) 
Dessert — 12 to 24 servings 

(Food items may be store-bought) 
All dishes must be baked, frozen, wrapped & 
marked with kind of dish & date. 
Food is to be dropped off at Our Lady of Sorrows park-
ing lot at 1pm.  If needed, arrangements can be made 
for drop off or pick up ahead of time.  For more infor-
mation, to share a dish and/or be a driver, please con-
tact Mary Ellen Mueller at 314-374-1712 or email 
maryem@brick.net. 

 
 
 
 
Decorating Our Church For Christmas 

Volunteers are needed to assist with decorating the 
inside of the Church in preparation for Christmas, on 
Saturday, December 16, 2023 at 9:00 AM.  If you are 
available and would like to get into the Christmas Spir-
it, please join us for a day of decorating.  Any ques-
tions can be directed to Deacon Dan Skillman at (314) 
420-9236 or by e-mail at skillmand@olsorrows.org.   
Thank you! 

Christmas Caroling Service 
The OLS Choir and members of the St. Joan of Arc 
Choir will be singing a Christmas Caroling Service on 

Sunday, December 17th at 7:00 PM 
at Our Lady of Sorrows.   
Please join us for an evening of music, 
reflection and prayer. 
There will be a light reception in Faenger 
Hall immediately following the service. 

 
Live The Liturgy 

Inspiration for the Week 
Advent is a time for waiting, for hoping, for praying. 
It is a time for reflecting on the special work to 
which God calls us all. Stay alert. Show Him you are 
listening. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATE ANOTHER YEAR                        
2023-2024                                       

MUSIC, DANCING, SONG & CHEER! 
New Year’s Eve Celebration 

 
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Hall 

 Sunday, December 31, 2023 
  8:00 p.m. – 12:30 a.m. 

* * * * 
*Music to be provided by a D.J. this year* 

$30.00 Per Person 
Includes: Appetizers, Desserts 

Soda, Coffee, Beer, & Wine 
Champagne Toast at Midnight 

 
For more information: Call Marjorie (314) 629-4620 

or Email- mdwolk@hotmail.com 
 

Please return the reservation form below           
with payment to the OLS rectory, 5020 Rhodes 
Ave., 63109 or place in the collection basket 

  
Make Reservation By: Tuesday, Dec. 26th, 2023               

 
************************************* 

 
Last Name____________________________                       
 
FirstName____________________________                       
 
#Attending_____________________       

 
Please Make Checks Payable To:  

Our Lady of Sorrows 
(in memo field:  N.Y.E. Celebration 2023)               

34th Annual  
National Night of Prayer for Life 

December 8-9, 2023  
On the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, St. Louis 
Catholics and those across the country are uniting for 
the National Night of Prayer for Life for the 34th con-
secutive year. On Friday evening, December 8 into the 
early morning hours of December 9, Archdiocese of St. 
Louis parishes will be praying for our "nation to renew 
its commitment to live the Gospel of Life." (Times and 
prayer format may vary per location).  
Originating in the Diocese of Rockville Centre, New 
York in 1989, what started out as a local parish prayer 
initiative has now grown into a coast-to-coast event 
involving 700-plus parishes, Knights of Columbus chap-
ters and other pro-life and Catholic organizations. The 
founders credit the intercession of Mary for its growth, 
specifically under her titles of the Immaculate Concep-
tion and Our Lady of Guadalupe.   
Parish Observances in the Archdiocese of St. Louis: 
St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish (St. Louis): Prayers for 
life starting approximately at 6:45 p.m. (right after the 
6 p.m. Mass). Address: 6303 Nottingham Avenue, St. 
Louis, MO 63109.  Contact: Jerry, 314.591.2968  
St. Ambrose (St. Louis “On the Hill”): Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament starting at 8 p.m. until Benediction 
at midnight. Address: 5130 Wilson Ave, St. Louis, MO 
63110. Contact: Fr. Jack Siefert, 
frjack@stambroseonthehill.com and 314.771.1228  



	 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com   	       Our Lady of Sorrows Church, Saint Louis, MO	 A 4C 01-2168

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
 Iris Mitchell

 
imitchell@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2495

OHMER & OHMER PC
Attorneys at Law

Trusts & Wills               Since 1922

Income Tax               6233 Gravois

Probate Court      314-832-4433

Newhouse
Construction LLC

Josh Newhouse
314-440-2482

Lindenwood Drugs
Tom & Toni Hunt  - Parishioners

Fast, Professional Prescription Service
Compounded Prescriptions    Accepting Many Insurance Plans

Delivery Available
6903 Landsdowne                314-781-2445

SOUTHSIDE  
TRUE VALUE
HARDWARE

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 
351-0204 

6401 Hampton Ave., 1 blk. N. of Loughborough 
St. Louis, MO 63109     M-F: 8-8, Sat: 8-6 / Sun: 10-3

 
Judy McNamara
3304 Watson Road 
St Louis, MO 63139
314-781-2290

www.judymcnamara.com

www.dawsonroofing.com 

314.837.4671
Since 1978

Celebrating 30 Years
752-1101               481-5355

314-832-9677
5806 Hampton Avenue

CARRY OUTS & DELIVERY
352-5201
5346 Devonshire,St. Louis, MO

Paula Weaver, R.Ph             
        Parishioner & OLS Parent
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