
Our Lady of Sorrows Church 



 

 Our Lady of Sorrows 
5020 Rhodes Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63109 
www.olsorrows.org 

Business Hours 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Phone (314) 351-1600 

 

Pastor  
Fr. Brad Modde  

Mass Schedule 

Daily 
Monday—Friday 7:00 a.m. 

Holy Days 
7:00 a.m. 

Rectory closed on all Holy Days 
 

Sunday 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Confessions 
Saturday 3:00-4:00 p.m. @ St. Joan of Arc campus 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Brad Modde, Pastor 

FrBModde@gmail.com  
Rev. Andrew Sigmund, Retired 

drewsigmund38@gmail.com 
Deacon Dan Skillman, Pastoral Associate 

skillmand@olsorrows.org 
Mrs. Mary Ann Rachas, Secretary, Bulletin Editor 

rectory@olsorrows.org 
Mr. Greg Schweizer, Director of Music 

gregschweizer@hotmail.com 

 

SOUTH CITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
Mrs. Laura Hirschman, Principal 

lhirschman@sccastl.org 
5821 Pernod Ave 
St. Louis, MO 63139 
314-752-4171 
www.stlsouthcitycatholicacademy.org 

 

 

OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS 
Maureen Ragsdale, Parish Council 314-780-1289 
Prayer Chain 314-330-9275 
Medical Equipment Needs  314-752-4660 
Martha Ministry (funeral luncheons) 314-304-4541 
St. Vincent de Paul (assistance line) 314-289-6101  
 mailbox 1123 
Eucharistic Adoration:  The Adoration Chapel is lo-
cated in the South Sacristy; call the rectory for specific 
hours. 
Sacramental Policies:    
For details on sacramental policies for infant baptism, 
adult initiation, anointing of the sick, Christian mar-
riage, or religious vocations, stop by the rectory or visit 
our website: www.olsorrows.org. 
Bulletin Articles:  
Should be submitted by 9 a.m. Monday morning prior 
to the weekend the article is to run.  Articles may be 
emailed to bulletin@olsorrows.org or dropped off at 
the rectory office.  
Baptismal Preparation: 
The next Baptismal Preparation Evening is MONDAY, 
JAN 8 from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Rectory.  If you 
need to have your child (under 7) baptized, please call 
314-351-1600 to sign up for our next opportunity. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent -Year B       December 24, 2023   
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Thank you for joining us, whether you are a long-time 
parishioner, coming back to your home parish with your 
family, or visiting our parish for the first time.  Welcome 
to everyone, and Merry Christmas! 

Due to schedules imposed by the 
bulletin company, I am writing this 
column two weeks before you will 
actually read it!  However, I found a 
reflection from Fr. James Martin, SJ, 
entitled Praying the Angels’ Prayer 
that was helpful to me, and I wanted 
to share it with you:  
“Glory to God in the highest and on 
earth peace to those on whom his 

favor rests!  This was the message of the angels to the 
shepherds who were in the fields on the night Jesus was 
born.  The Greek word used in Luke’s Gospel is eudokia, 
which means those in whom God is pleased or is 
satisfied with - or even better - delights in.  And God 
delights in all of us!  So we can take comfort in God’s 
message for us all.  But notice that the message of 
“glad tidings” was first announced to shepherds.  At the 
time of Jesus, shepherds were considered to be low on 
the social ladder. They were sometimes even 
characterized as sinners.  They were on the outskirts of 

the city, literally and figuratively.  In the fields.  Apart.  
Yet it is to these people that Jesus’ birth is first 
revealed. It is in keeping with the pattern of the 
Incarnation. Christ enters the world as a poor child, 
completely vulnerable and utterly dependent on his poor 
parents.  He will live in a small, insignificant town and 
engage in another occupation with little social standing:  
a carpenter.  So what poor, seemingly forgotten, and 
perhaps rejected part of you needs to hear that God 
delights in you?  Can you hear the voice of the angels 
singing this good news?” 
As we enter the great solemnity of Christmas, I hope we 
can all find some quiet time to reflect on how our God 
delights in each one of us, and how we can share that 
delight with those around us. At Christmas we 
remember the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.  We rejoice 
that we are born in Christ and that Christ is born in us.  
We look forward to the day when we shall see Christ 
face to face. May we celebrate well this feast of 
Christmas, each of us giving birth to Christ anew 
through our words and actions, here and now. 
Wishing you and your families a blessed and merry 
Christmas! 
Fr. Brad 
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www.facebook.com/olsorrows 

Tax Information 

The Internal Revenue Service has 
ruled that donations to charitable 
institutions must be verified by let-
ter; a cancelled check is not suffi-
cient for tax deductible donations.  If 
you are going to need a statement 

for your contributions for 2023, please drop a note 
in the collections basket with a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope.   
If you would like to receive your statement via 
email, please contact parishoffice@olsorrows.org.  
All donations must have been received by De-
cember 31, 2023 in order for you to receive credit 
on your 2023 statement.  If you request a state-
ment, it will be sent to you by January 31, 2024 as 
required by law. 

Please Note 
The rectory office will be closed from Monday, 
December 25th through January 1st for the 
Christmas holiday.  
The office will re-open at its regular time 
on Tuesday, January 2nd.   
Thank you. 

Baptismal Preparation  
The next Baptismal Preparation Evening is 
MONDAY, JANUARY 8 from 7:00-8:00 
p.m. in the Rectory. If you need to have 
your child (under 7) baptized, please call 314
-351-1600 to sign up for our next prepara-
tion opportunity.   

Join us in praying for the deceased members of our par-
ish community: 

 
Marlene Schott 

 
To all who mourn their loss, we extend our 
deepest sympathy and prayers during this 
difficult time. We call on Mary, Our Lady of 
Sorrows, to comfort you in your grief. 

Welcome! 
We welcome our devoted and faithful parishioners, 
neighbors who come regularly to support our mission, 
all St. Louisans of all faiths, and our visitors. Serving you 
in this beautiful church of Our Lady of Sorrows is a great 
privilege. 

— Fr. Brad Modde, pastor 
— Fr. Andrew Sigmund, retired in residence 
— Deacon Dan Skillman, permanent deacon 

Pray for the Sick  
Please remember the following people in your prayers: 

Patty Anton    Dorothy Hassler  Julia Michalka 
Cindy (Reilly) Berry    Kathleen Hendren Marsha Nixon 
Jim Brennell    Robert Hobein Emily Oster 
Terri Broleman    Margaret Holmes Gary Pace 
Emma Bullock    John Holtmann Carol Padberg 
Sue Bunch    Chris Kirchner Jeff Pagano 
Mike Cebulski    Joy Kullman Christel Perry 
Sean D.    Susan Langton Dan Reilly 
Tom Davis    John LeGrand Kevin Reilly 
Jackie Duffey    Linda LeGrand Bob Rice 
Rick Gahn    Leigh and Family Robert Seeber 
Vincent Gentile    Audrey Mehan Justin Valdes 
Mary Gerau    Kenny Mehring Ethan Wagner 
Audrey Hacker    Anthony Mendoza Krissy Wilson 
Gary Harbstreet    Diana Meyer  Kelly Zurmuehlen 

E-mail Account for Bulletin Submissions 
If you wish to submit content to the bulletin via e-mail, 
please use the new address: bulletin@olsorrows.org. 
This account will strictly be for bulletin articles.  Please 
direct all other inquiries for the parish staff to  
rectory@olsorrows.org or parishoffice@olsorrows.org. 

Christmas Mass Times 
December 24:   Christmas Eve  
4:30 p.m. Mass at St. Joan of Arc 
4:30 p.m. Mass at St. Mary Magdalen  
Midnight Mass at Our Lady of Sorrows.  Music starts 
at 11:30 p.m. 
December 25:   Christmas Day   
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Joan of Arc   
10:30 a.m. Mass at Our Lady of Sorrows 

THANK YOU!! 
THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our 
Church, Rectory and surrounding campus so beauti-

ful this Christmas season.   
A special thank you to Brad Trower and 
Mark Zimmerman for their countless hours 
spent at OLS putting up lights, decorating 
trees, etc. 
We could not have done this without all of 
our volunteers!! 
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SUN 
12/24 

Bible Study 9:00 am Band Room 

MON 
12/25 

Private Event 4:00 pm Faenger Hall 

TUE 
12/26 

Pickleball/Walking 
Pickleball 
Seven Sorrows Rosary 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish Basketball 

9:00 am 
6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 
7:30 pm 
8:15 pm 

Faenger Hall 
Faenger Hall 
Adoration Chapel 
Band Room 
Faenger Hall 

WED 
12/27 

Quilting 
Pickleball/Walking 
Quilting 
Southside Basketball 
RCIA 
Boy Scouts 

8:00 am 
9:00 am 
5:00 pm 
5:45 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Rectory 
Faenger Hall 
Rectory 
Faenger Hall 
S/S Rooms 
Cafeteria 

THU 
12/28 

Legion of Mary 
Pickleball/Walking 
Basketball Practice 
Private Event 

8:45 am 
9:00 am 
4:30 pm 
6:00 pm 

Notre Dame Rm 
Faenger Hall 
Faenger Hall 
Band Room 

FRI 
12/29 

Pickleball/Walking 9:00 am Faenger Hall 

SAT 
12/30 

New Year’s Eve set up 12:00 pm Faenger Hall 

SUN 
12/31 

Bible Study 
New Year’s Eve set up 
New Year’s Celebration 

9:00 am 
9:00 am 
8:00 pm 

Band Room 
Faenger Hall 
Faenger Hall 

Monday, December 25 The Nativity of the Lord 
Readings:    Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29/
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 Night: Is 
9:1-6/Ps 96: 1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-
14 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 
2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6/Heb 
1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14                                                                                                            

7:00 a.m.    †Tom Manning 
Tuesday, December 26 St. Stephen, the first 
martyr 

Readings:   Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 
8ab, 16bc and 17/Mt 10:17-22                   

 7:00 a.m.   †Dan Stiebel 
Wednesday, December 27 St. John, apostle and 

evangelist 
 Readings:    1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 

20:1a, 2-8                                                                                                    
   7:00 a.m.    †Joseph F. & Kathryn H. Darpel 

Thursday, December 28 The Holy Innocents, 
martyrs 

Readings:    1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8/Mt 
2:13-18                                                                                                     

7:00 a.m.    †Jurlean Wiatr 
Friday, December 29 Fifth Day within the Oc-
tave of the Nativity of the Lord; St. Thomas 
Becket, bishop and martyr 

    Readings:    1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 
2:22-35                                                             

 7:00 a.m.    †Greg Newhouse 
Saturday, December 30 Sixth Day within the Oc-

tave of the Nativity of the Lord 
   Readings:   1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Lk 

2:36-40          
Sunday, December 31 The Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph 
Readings:   Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/

 Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/
 Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-
 19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40                                                                                        

10:30 a.m.  Special Intention (Chafin/Morhaus Fami-
  lies) 

servers:    P. Kappel, A. Kappel, K. Kappel 
lectors:    Denise Klevorn & Phil Klevorn 

Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic community of Our Lady of Sorrows, are disciples of Jesus Christ through our Bap-
tism. Nourished by Word and Sacrament we seek to form adults, teens, and children in the ways of the Gospel, while welcoming new 
members to our parish and our Catholic faith. As a Eucharistic people, guided by the Holy Spirit, we minister to all, especially the ill, 
elderly, and those in need, through works of fellowship, charity and justice. We strive to continue the mission of our parish begun a 

century ago through the prayerful intercession of Mary, Our Mother. 

 
Sharing our Faith in Jesus,  
Caring for our Community,  

Building on Tradition 
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WINTER OUTREACH   
A MINISTRY OF MERCY 

   

Encouraged by our Catholic Social Teachings: 
“Option for the Poor and Vulnerable” 

Will you be one of God's chosen to support St. Louis 
Winter Outreach as a Ministry of Mercy.  “As long as 
you did it to one of these the least of my brethren, you 
did it to me.” (MT 25:31-46) 
As Winter approaches, our homeless "brethren” will 
spend cold days and nights on the streets of St. Louis. 
In an effort to give them comfort, we invite you to help 
provide meals to an overnight shelter during the cold-
est months. 
Drivers are also needed to deliver the meals to Ameri-
corps Shelter (1315 Ann Street) on  the following days: 

 
DATES:  SATURDAYS (1pm drop off) 

JAN 13, 2024;  FEB 17, 2024 
 
Please consider joining our Ministry of Mercy by provid-
ing one or more of the following: 

9 x13 Casserole (meat, vegetable or breakfast) 
Dessert — 12 to 24 servings 

(Food items may be store-bought) 
 

All dishes must be baked, frozen, wrapped & 
marked with kind of dish & date 

 
Food is to be dropped off at Our Lady of Sorrows park-
ing lot at 1pm.  If needed, arrangements can be made 
for drop off or pick up ahead of time.  For more infor-
mation, to share a dish and/or be a driver, please con-
tact Mary Ellen Mueller at 314-374-1712 or email 
maryem@brick.net. 

Books and More Books! 
IF you happen to be doing some Christmas clean-
ing  OR 
IF you're going through items in an effort to down-
size  OR 
IF you just inherited a case from great Uncle Hiram 
you just can't fit on your shelf  OR 
IF you meant to read that series but just couldn't 
get into it . . .  
The Women's Guild will be glad to 
take those books off your hands for 
their Book Sale which will be held in 
June. 
We will start collecting JANUARY 21st.  Please 
drop them off on the front porch at 5635 Milentz.  If 
that's not possible, there will be a box inside the 
RHODES side door of church. 
We do NOT take text (school) books, encyclopedias 
or magazines. 
Any money the Guild makes goes to help our beauti-
ful Church. 
Thank you for your support - any questions call   
Linda at 314-752-4660. 

The wait, the anticipation of the advent season,   
culminates with the birth of our Lord, Jesus.  The 
precious quiet times rarely found during these days, 
reminds us to think of those less fortunate neigh-
bors who may be more anxious about how to come 

up with this month’s rent or choose     
between paying their utility bill and put-
ting food on the table.  Many of our 
needy have health issues that magnify 
the mounting anxiety of making ends 
meet.  The issues that so many of our 

neighbors face, overshadow their ability to focus on 
the arrival of our Lord and Savior. Their plight might 
even be blamed on God.  
We, St. Vincent de Paul, believe that there is faith 
alive in the hearts of our clients as they are always 
grateful for the help we give. 
This month, our pantry is well stocked and we have 
a fairly healthy bank account. We appreciate the 
continued support, prayers and generosity from the 
parishioners of Our Lady of Sorrows.  
The item we could use to benefit our neighbors 
heading into Christmas is gift cards. Aldi, Target, 
Walmart, or even gas gift cards will go a long way 
to assist our neighbors now and after the holidays.  
Looking to donate something a little different, con-
sider a gift card. Drop an envelope in the collection 
or at the rectory, marked for SVDP. Any amount is 
appreciated. Please don't leave it in the baskets at 
the church entrances and thanks in advance.  

Merry Christmas  
The members of OLS St. Vincent de Paul Society  

 
 
 
 
Covenant Network Catholic radio fills the airways 
with inspirational and educational programming that 
will help prepare your heart and mind to welcome 
the Christ Child at Christmas.  Listen to Catholic ra-
dio on WRYT 1080 AM or 92.7 FM.  You can also 
listen anytime on our Covenant Network App or at 
OurCatholicRadio.org. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATE ANOTHER YEAR                        
2023-2024                                       

MUSIC, DANCING, SONG & CHEER! 
New Year’s Eve Celebration 

 
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Hall 

 Sunday, December 31, 2023 
  8:00 p.m. – 12:30 a.m. 

* * * * 
*Music to be provided by a D.J. this year* 

$30.00 Per Person 
Includes: Appetizers, Desserts 

Soda, Coffee, Beer, & Wine 
Champagne Toast at Midnight 

 
For more information: Call Marjorie (314) 629-4620 

or Email- mdwolk@hotmail.com 
 

Please return the reservation form below           
with payment to the OLS rectory, 5020 Rhodes 
Ave., 63109 or place in the collection basket 

  
Make Reservation By: Tuesday, Dec. 26th, 2023               

 
************************************* 

 
Last Name____________________________                       
 
FirstName____________________________                       
 
#Attending_____________________       

 
Please Make Checks Payable To:  

Our Lady of Sorrows 
(in memo field:  N.Y.E. Celebration 2023)               
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
 Iris Mitchell

 
imitchell@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2495

OHMER & OHMER PC
Attorneys at Law

Trusts & Wills               Since 1922

Income Tax               6233 Gravois

Probate Court      314-832-4433

Newhouse
Construction LLC

Josh Newhouse
314-440-2482

Lindenwood Drugs
Tom & Toni Hunt  - Parishioners

Fast, Professional Prescription Service
Compounded Prescriptions    Accepting Many Insurance Plans

Delivery Available
6903 Landsdowne                314-781-2445

SOUTHSIDE  
TRUE VALUE
HARDWARE

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 
351-0204 

6401 Hampton Ave., 1 blk. N. of Loughborough 
St. Louis, MO 63109     M-F: 8-8, Sat: 8-6 / Sun: 10-3

 
Judy McNamara
3304 Watson Road 
St Louis, MO 63139
314-781-2290

www.judymcnamara.com

www.dawsonroofing.com 

314.837.4671
Since 1978

Celebrating 30 Years
752-1101               481-5355

314-832-9677
5806 Hampton Avenue

CARRY OUTS & DELIVERY
352-5201
5346 Devonshire,St. Louis, MO

Paula Weaver, R.Ph             
        Parishioner & OLS Parent
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