
OUR LADY OF SORROWS 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 28, 2020 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Corinne Bardgett, Celeste Engel, Larry Gengler, Mary Kabbaz, Denise Klevorn, Jackie 
Mattingly, Barb Paulus, Maureen Ragsdale, John Ross, A.J. Thompson, Patti Zerega, 
Ray Bockskopf (SCCA rep)  
 
PRAYER: Corinne Bardgett   
 
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 2019 MEETING MINUTES: Celeste Engel 
Celeste incorporated a few changes that Denise Klevorn requested, and the OLS Parish 
Council approved the November minutes at the meeting.  
 
SCCA REPORT: Ray Bockskopf 
- SCCA still has an enrollment of 185 students, 23 8th Graders will be graduating, and 
17 children are in the Pre-K class of which 16 will be attending Kindergarten next year.  
Therefore, SCCA will be down 7 overall students next fall.  
- The school is budgeting for 190 students, which is the same as last year.   
- A visiting team will be coming to review the school on March 4-5, 2020. The team is 
comprised of a Principal from another school and three teachers from various local 
schools, all from the Archdiocesan system.  The purpose of the visit is to check the 
curriculum, etc.  It’s part of the accreditation process, which is done school-wide 
throughout the Diocese every 3 years. 
- Facility update:  They want to upgrade the fence along Hampton Ave. and Pernod to 
spruce up the property.  This will be a joint project between SCCA and St. Joan of Arc 
Parish.  They also must update their fire alarm system, per an annual review, for 
insurance purposes.  Otherwise, the school is structurally sound. 
- It is Catholic Schools Week this week.   
- The Open House last Sunday at SCCA was a success.   
- Board Meetings will be held every other month, so the next one will be held in March 
2020.          
 
FINANCE: Denise Klevorn 
Finances: There was a Finance Council meeting last week, and things are going well.  
OLS had a good Christmas season, collection-wise.  Father Sebastian sent out a letter 
to all parishioners, asking for year-end donations for the HVAC system, because the 
parish has been experiencing heater problems. In December 2019, OLS received 
$6,000 for this, along with a previous $5,000 donation from an individual to fix A/C 
problems.  OLS also received $14,560 in unrestricted gifts.  Therefore, along with the 
regular collections, OLS brought in approximately $78,000 in December 2019.  OLS 
was able to pay the SCCA payment out of the cash account. 
 



The Finance Council did a comparison from the last six months of 2019 to the last six 
months of 2018, and 2019 income has increased and 2019 expenses have decreased 
from 2018.            
 
Building: The parish has been having HVAC issues, so a new chiller was installed for 
the rectory.  OLS has not been billed for it at this time.  This chiller is also a heat pump 
that will take care of the rectory in the spring and fall, instead of having to switch from 
the cooling system to heat during the in-between months.  This will save money for 2-3 
months/year.    
 
Steam leaks in the heating system in the school building were discovered, which is a 
separate issue.  One leak located in the North front classroom on the basement floor 
and another leak in the return line in the kitchen under the floor were both taken care of.  
When fixing the kitchen leak, another was discovered in the wall in the hallway between 
the kitchen and the alley, in the return line.  This leak was scheduled to be looked at 
today. 
 
A new valve was installed near the boiler which allows the heat to be shut off to the 
school, if desired.  This is only an on/off valve, but the other options were cost 
prohibitive.   
 
There is money in a restricted account to be used for boiler/HVAC repairs because the 
system is so old. 
 
OLS is currently working with a new company which is very efficient.  
 
COMMISSIONS UPDATE – NEXT MEETINGS: Denise Klevorn 
- Mark Zimmerman will review the event calendar to determine whether a summary of 
the January – March 2020 events should be published in the bulletin.   
- OLS is waiting for a price quote for a banner containing the tagline that would be 
displayed in the Faenger Hall lobby.  
- The April All-Commissions meeting will be scheduled for the week of April 20, 2020. 
- The Fellowship Commission will meet on January 29, 2020. 
- The Education Commission will meet on February 10, 2020. 
- The Worship Commission already met on January 20, 2020.  Connie Stoffel wrote the 
article that will appear in the bulletin on February 2, 2020. 
-  The contacts for the Fish Fry organization will be changed from Doug and Judy 
Broleman to Maureen Ragsdale and Celeste Engel.  This organization falls under the 
Fellowship Commission. 
-  The contact for the Welcoming Committee will be changed to Carol Sykora.   
-  The Youth Ministry (Our Lady of Sorrows Youth) will be added to the Fellowship 
Commission.  
-  Audrey Mehan retired from the Eucharistic Adoration and Dan Skillman has taken 
over the organization.  Pat Reinerman is taking a break from the Legion of Mary and 
Mary Lou Goedeker is taking over for now.  Denise will make these contact changes 
within the Worship Commission.    



PARISH ADVENT SERVICE PLANNING - DECEMBER 13, 2019: Corinne Bardgett 
The evening was well-organized and went very well.  More wine will need to be 
purchased for next year.  The winners of the tree decorating contest were not 
announced during the service this year, and people were disappointed about this.  The 
winners were listed in the bulletin a few Sundays after the event.         
   
YOUTH GROUP: Mary Kabbaz and A.J. Thompson  
- The Youth Group will start meeting every other week, on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
each month, in the cafeteria from 6:00pm – 7:30pm.  
- Mary Kabbaz and Rachel Shoenberger are the leaders of the group and are looking 
for a 3rd individual, because two adults must be at each event. 
- There are currently four high-schoolers (three Sophomores and one Senior) and three 
8th graders in the organization.   
- Every participant must fill out a consent form. 
- A weekly post in the bulletin started recently, advertising meetings, etc. 
- Mary and Rachel will attend a retreat for Youth Ministers that will be held the last 
weekend in February. 
- Mary and Rachel will also attend the Steubenville retreat in July 2020.  Four youth are 
interested in going, also. The Steubenville retreat is for 8th graders entering high school 
and current high school students. 
- Mary and Rachel will meet with Father when he returns from his trip to India. 
- They are planning an outing for the group.  Two options are to work in a soup kitchen 
and to volunteer at the DuBourg House.  
- Snacks are served at the meetings.  
- Father talked to the Finance Council and requested funds to support the group.  He 
will talk to the leaders about a budget.     
 
OLD OR NEW BUSINESS: 
1) Fish Fry: Maureen Ragsdale 
An important Fish Fry Committee meeting will be held on January 29, 2020.  There will 
be a lot of changes this year, which will help to make the Fish Frys run much more 
smoothly. Some of the changes will be: customers will pay at the end of the line instead 
of the beginning; paper products will be used instead of the green trays; there will be a 
separate bar area; there will be two theme nights with additional food items, etc.; there 
will be music; Square will be used for those wanting to pay with a credit card; and there 
will be a Fish Fry on both Ash Wednesday and Friday of that week.    
 
2) Gym Condition: Denise Klevorn  
Denise talked to Cathy Newhouse and Mary Ann Rachas about the issue that Father 
brought up last month regarding the condition of the gym after it is rented.  In order to 
improve the process, a list of guidelines was put together for those renting the gym. 
Cathy and Denise came up with a list, they sent it to the Athletic Association who 
commented on it, and the list will be sent back to Cathy, Mary Ann, and Father to 
discuss how this should be handled next.      
 
 



3) OLS Parish Website: Denise Klevorn  
Denise talked to Mary Ann Rachas about computer support needed in the office.  
Denise will further look into ECatholic.com, a company that puts together websites and 
hosts them for parish schools and parishes.  The company can custom design a 
website for a fee and then maintain/support that website for a monthly fee or completely 
rebrand the parish with logos, etc. for a larger fee, with monthly support.  Their costs are 
very reasonable.   
 
Our parish got another installment from Beyond Sunday which will be used to fund the 
website and computer support.  
 
It was suggested that adding Wifi / internet in the meeting rooms (Notre Dame, S/S 
room, etc.) should be added to the overall technology project.  
 
The rectory computers are out of date, and the office workers have had no technology 
support since the school closed.  There is currently one volunteer that helps out right 
now.     
 
4) New Year’s Eve Dinner/Dance:  Celeste Engel        
Everyone had a good time and enjoyed the meal and entertainment, and many asked if 
the event will be held in 2020.  Approximately 104 ate dinner and 110 people attended 
the event, which brought in $1,800 - $2,000.  The dinner/dance will most likely be held 
again next year. 
 
5) Scout Sunday: It will be held on March 29, 2020, at the 10:00am Mass.     
        
NEXT MEETING – Tuesday, February 25, 2020 
 
CLOSING PRAYER: Corinne Bardgett  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 7:46pm   
 
SUBMITTED BY: Celeste Engel 


