
A Change in Consciousness in Our Relationship with the Environment 
 
In his 2015 encyclical “On Care For Our Common Home” Pope Francis is urging us to have a 
change in consciousness in our relationship with the environment.  I 
see this as a plea to avoid “putting new wine into old wineskins”.  
As a practicing forester (AKA environmentalist) for over 50 years, I 
took this invitation from the pope seriously. I found a lot on this top-
ic reading the scriptures. Genesis tells us God  
created the universe with great care and called it good. He created us 
in His image and then entrusted us with dominion over the Earth and 
all of its creatures.  
 

Jesus’ parables are full of teachings intimately connecting us to the 
soil, vineyards, wheat, planting, pruning and harvesting. He always 
shared food extravagantly with no thought of scarcity.  I am thinking 
of the water turned to wine at the feast of Cana and the feeding of 
5000 with only 5 loaves and 2 fish.  
 

In John 21:15 Jesus tells Peter to drop his nets one more time into 
the seemingly barren sea, and when he does, Peter comes up with an 
overflowing net. Jesus then prepares a breakfast for Peter and the 
crew from the bounty.  Once Peter is fed, Jesus asks him to feed His 
Lambs. Jesus gives without measure. I wonder if He isn’t asking the 
same of me. These parables teach me that we are provided with 
more than enough for everyone.  
 

In my work as a forester I knew that if I didn’t include plans for the regeneration in the forests I 
harvested, it would take much longer for them to produce another crop.  By using our resources 
in a sustainable way it will be possible to ensure that abundance for generations to come.   

 
Michael Cyr, St. Francis Parishioner 

 

We welcome and encourage questions and ideas! Contact Dianne Smith at 
dcrjsmith@hotmail.com or any other  Social Justice and Peace members, or check in with the 
St. Francis Laudato Si’ group: Martha Block, Michael Cyr, Barbara Edmonds, Elissa Koskela, 
Tim Pritchard and Dianne Smith. 
 
Excerpts from Pope’s Francis’ 2015 encyclical, Laudato Si’, pgrph 1. https://www.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html 


