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Mass Schedule  

 
For Mass times, please see webpage or 
call the rectory.  
 
 
 

The Archbishop of Los Angeles,  
Jose Gomez, in consultation with 
the Auxiliary Bishops and the 
Council of Priests, announced for 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
amid the health threat due to 
COVID-19: churches are closed for 
indoor worship. Outdoor Masses 
and Liturgies may be celebrated,  
with regional bishop’s approval. 
Catholics continue to be dispensed 
from the obligation to attend 
Sunday Mass until further notice.  
 

Rectory offices closed to the 

public, staff available by phone 

 

Temporary Schedule Until Further Notice: 
 

Mon.-Fri., 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Please see webpage to register for  
week-to-week scheduling.  
 
 
 

s mothyla.org  

NOVEMBER 11 

Stay close to St. Timothy’s through our 
online resources, including streaming 
Mass. Find us at s mothyla.org or click 
the link to the le . 

https://sttimothyla.org/
https://sttimothyla.org/


 Pastor’s Notes January 10, 2021
The Bapti sm  of  the  Lord 

Register online for Religious Educa on (Bap sm, Penance, First Communion, 
Confirma on) for youth and adults. See the flyers in the bulle n; go to 
s mothyla.org and click on the Religious Ed tab at the top of the page. 

Go to s mothyla.org for online resources & Sunday Mass at St. Timothy’s. 
See bulle n for details. 

In the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, it is recommended that places of worship 
con nue to hold services outdoors and observe all safety protocols. Catholics are 
dispensed. Rectory offices are open, in a limited manner, for drop‐off or pick up 
of mail, and a staff member is available by phone; someone is in the office‐see 
rectory hours on bulle n cover‐though no mee ngs or gatherings, (other than 
outside Mass or liturgical services) are permi ed. See the bulle n and our 
website for details. 

Online giving to St. Timothy’s is safe, simple, and convenient. Go to 
s mothyla.org  ‐ click on the “Give” bu on at the top right, click “Donate Now.” 
You will also see the previous "WeShare" bu on. 

MASS INTENTIONS  
are now being accepted. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 
Parishioners of STC 

SUN., JAN. 10, 10:00 AM 
David Matsumura  
Parishioners of STC

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Parishioners of STC

See parish webpage for 
Mass schedule. 

We pray for the sick, the 
deceased, for those in support 
services, for those experiencing 
financial hardships, and for a 
resolu on of the current crisis. 

Today, we celebrate the Bap sm of the Lord! Jesus’ immersion in the water is a 
sign for all human beings of the need to die to themselves to do God’s will. See 
the bulle n insert for further insight into the significance of our bap sm, and the 
Bap sm of Jesus, and for informa on about 9 Days for Life and One Life LA. 
Ordinary Time in the liturgical calendar begins tomorrow.  

See the bulle n for the statement from the United States Catholic Bishops 
(usccb.org) “in response to violence in the United States Capitol,” ar cles from 
Va can News (va cannews.va), Catholic News Service (catholicnews.com), via 
Angelus News (angelusnews.com), and for con nuing informa on regarding 
Poverty Awareness Month. 

Especially this year, we pray that students resuming their studies a er the 
Christmas holidays, whether at home or on campus, may pursue their studies 
with renewed energy.  

Thank you to all who par cipated in our Offertory Pledge. Finance statements, 
amount in dona on received, and pledge cards have been sent to registered 
parishioners. Please consider what you may be able to pledge and donate for 
2021. Contribu ons dated by Dec. 31 were marked for tax purposes for 2020. If 
you are able to donate, consider dona ng through our webpage, otherwise we 
do receive significant dona ons from checks. Thank you for your dona on. 

Mass and Sacraments con nue in our heated outdoor area. Saturday Mass is at 
4:00 p.m. Confessions are at 3:30 p.m. Weekend Masses are livestreamed. In 
accordance with recent U.S. Supreme Court rulings, Los Angeles County Public 
Health recently gave permission for our churches to reopen, with specific 
limita ons, and a strong recommenda on that places of worship con nue to 
hold services outdoors and observe all safety protocols. “At this point, it will be 
safer to con nue celebra ng outdoor Masses.” ‐ Archbishop Gomez stated. 
Details are in the bulle n and on our webpage. See our webpage for Mass and 
Confessions schedule, watch an instruc onal video, then you can register for 
outdoor Mass and Confession.  

All you who are thirsty, come to the water! 
— Isaiah 55:1  

Donations 

Mass, 4:00PM, 1/2   $   461 

Mass, 10AM, 1/3 $   755 
 

Mail-in/Drop-off $ 5,855  

eCatholic $ 2,846 

Total: 12/31-1/8               $10,215 

WeShare December $  9,321 

Mass, 4:00PM 12/31 $   298 

Fr. Paul E. Vigil 

PLEASE DONATE ONLINE 
 At s mothyla.org  ‐ click on 
the new “Give” bu on at the 
top right side of the home 
page. Then click “Donate Now.”  
You will also see the previous 
"WeShare" dona on bu on. 

Now more than ever, we  
encourage you to give online to 
St. Timothy’s. Thank you to 
those who use online giving for 
your support of our parish. It is 
safe, simple, and convenient. It 
benefits our parish by helping 
to streamline our administrative 
process and providing more 
accurate budge ng.  

https://sttimothyla.org/
https://sttimothyla.org/
https://sttimothyla.org/
https://sttimothyla.org/


Thank you to all who 
pledged to our 2021 
Offertory. We are 
s ll receiving 
pledges. Finance 
statements and 
pledge details were 
mailed out to 
registered 
parishioners, and 
also sent via email to 
those who have 

given us their email address. Thank you for 
walking with us in Christ this year.  

ST. TIMOTHY’S 
MASS IS ONLINE 

at StTimothyLA.org 
Click the video 
bu on on the right 
of the center of the 
homepage (refresh 
your browser). 

 

We welcome you to outside Masses and Confessions, in a 
limited way. This overview is of how our church is 
pu ng into place the direc ves given by the 
archdiocese. Since each church and parish are different, 
the direc ves may apply a li le bit differently at each 
loca on. Complete direc ves are at s mothyla.org  
 

 Those at higher risk from COVID‐19 (i.e. older or with 
underlying health condi ons) should stay home; as 
should anyone with a cough, feeling sick or with a 
temperature above 100.4. 

 Hand hygiene upon entering and exi ng worship area 
is required.  

 Cloth face coverings must be worn on church campus 
at all mes. 

 6‐foot social distancing is required.  

 Worship area entry: ramp on Pico (between the hall 
and parking lot); arrive 15 minutes early. 

 Pre‐registra on required for Mass, Confessions: 
follow the links on parish webpage or call the rectory. 

 Those not pre‐registered may enter a er those pre‐
registered. Contact tracing informa on is required. 

 Members of a single household may sit together.  

 Communion is distributed at the end of Mass. 

 Do not remove face mask un l a er receiving 
Communion and stepping aside. Adjust mask to 
consume Host, immediately replace mask. 

 Place dona ons in the collec on basket (bring your 
envelopes; checks or cash can be placed in basket). 

 Congrega ng before/a er Mass is not allowed. 

 Confessions: on parish hall por co. Registra on 
required. 

ST. TIMOTHY CHURCH DIRECTIVES FOR OUTSIDE MASS 

 

To learn more about our school, please go 
to www.s mothy.org. Please contact Mary 
Bunster, our Director of Admissions, 
at admissions@s mothy.org if you have any 
ques ons or to request a private tour. 

 

 
 

 St. Timothy School has launched their 
 Annual Fund Drive for 2020/21, which will 

run from October ‐ December, 2020. The funds 
raised will help us maintain our high standards 
of achievement and success during this period 
of distance learning and set us up for con nued 
success when we return to our beloved school 
building. The costs associated with the COVID 
pandemic are significant as we prepare to 
return to in‐person learning as soon as we are 
permi ed to do so. If you would like to make 
a  tax‐deduc ble dona on, you can do so by 
going to www.s mothy.org/give/annual‐fund.  

 

Visit StTimothyLA.org  
click Give, Donate 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR LIVESTREAM MASS 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 9th @ 4:00 PM 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10th @ 10:00 AM 

Poverty USA is an ini a ve of 
the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development (CCHD) 
and was created as an 
educa onal resource to help 
individuals and communi es to 

address poverty in America by confron ng the root 
causes of economic injus ce—and promo ng policies 
that help to break the cycle of poverty. Visit PovertyUSA. 

2021 Offertory Pledge  
Totals as of 1/8/21 

Pledges 33 

Amount Pledged $53,566 

PLEDGE 

P
LE

D
G

E
 P

LE
D

G
E

 

https://sttimothyla.org/
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https://www.sttimothy.org/give/annual-fund/
https://www.povertyusa.org/poverty-usa-catholic-campaign-human-development


SUNDAY, JANUARY 10:  
The Bap sm of the Lord 
Religious Educa on: in‐person or 
livestream Mass    10:00 AM 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 11: 
First Week in Ordinary Time 
begins: St. Hilary 
 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12: 
Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13:  
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14: 
RCIA        6:00 PM 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15: 
 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16:  
Blessed Virgin Mary  
 

Go to s mothyla.org to see 
scheduled outdoor Mass and 
Confession mes. 

THIS WEEK AT ST. TIMOTHY’S When you 
choose to 
give to  
St. Timothy’s, 
you make a 
difference 
not only 

within the parish, but 
throughout our local 
community, by supporting 
ministries that so many 
people depend on. To make 
things easy, our online giving 
site allows you to set up a 
recurring weekly or monthly 
donation to our parish and 
easily give to various parish‐
wide collections throughout 
the year. You’re also able to 
view complete, accurate 
financial records at any time. 

 
 

Whichever way you decide to 
support our parish—
envelopes, cash, checks, 
online giving—please know 
that we gratefully accept 
your gifts in all forms. We 
thank you for your 
commitment.  
 

Donate Today  

If you have any questions 
about our online giving 
program or about setting up 
your account, please don’t 
hesitate to call the rectory at 
310‐474‐1216. We’re here to 
help! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

St. Timothy Parish Staff 

Click  “Give” at the top of the St. 
Timothy webpage, then click 
“Donate Now.” You will also see the 
previous "WeShare" dona on bu on. 

 HEARTS TO SERVE: SUPPORT FOR 
ALL THOSE IN NEED 

855‐423‐6780; 8 AM TO 6 PM  
 

A Catholic community of 
volunteers will connect callers with 
local resources for food and other 
household necessi es.  
 

A message from the Office of Life, 
Jus ce and Peace of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
lacatholics.org/hearts‐serve/ 

COVID‐19 Update, Dec. 22 
 

The Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles announced Covid‐19 
Guidelines for Parishes, in 
accordance with state and local 
county protocols.  
 

In accordance with recent U.S. 
Supreme Court rulings, Los 
Angeles County Public Health 
gave permission for our churches 
to reopen, with specific limita ons, 
though it strongly recommends 
that places of worship con nue to 
hold services outdoors and 
observe all safety protocols. “At 
this point, it will be safer to 
con nue celebra ng outdoor 
Masses.” ‐ Archbishop Gomez 
 

The dispensa on from a ending 
Mass on Sundays and holy 
days of obliga on remains in 
effect. Elderly parishioners and 
those already in poor health are 
encouraged to remain at home. 
 

Events, social gatherings, fes vals, 
and fairs are not permi ed. 
 

Musical groups may join a 
religious gathering outside, 
provided they adhere to health 
direc ves musical groups 
guidelines. 
 

Congrega ons are not encouraged 
to sing, but rather should be 
encouraged to pray silently 
with the music. 
 

Please go to s mothyla.org for 
further details. 

DIACONATE VIRTUAL INFO DAY 
SUNDAY, JAN. 31, 2‐4 PM 

 

To register, send your name, 
parish, and pastor’s name to 
Deacon Melecio Zamora at 
dmz2011@la‐archdiocese.org 

This year our 
Together in 
Mission goal 

is $29,030. Every gi  ma ers. It is 
important that we give what we 
can in the prac ce of the calling of 
our faith. 
 

To donate: go to ourmissionla.org 
‐ enter parish: “St. Timothy” or 
use the direct mailer you received 
if you contributed last year. God 
bless you for your generous 
response and support. Details are 
at ourmissionla.org 

AN ANCIENT BAPTISTERY 
 

One of the most ancient and 
enduring sites for bap sm in 
Rome is the church of San 
Giovanni in Fonte. This church is 
in fact a bap stery, and houses 
the font for the Lateran Basilica, 
the cathedral of Rome. The 
Emperor Constan ne sponsored 
its construc on in the year 315, 
and it is therefore the oldest 
bap stery in the world.  

https://sttimothyla.org/
https://sttimothyla.org/
https://lacatholics.org/hearts-serve/


 

Rites of Chris an 
Ini a on for Adults 

& Adult  
Confirma on 

 
 

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
SEE FLYER FOR DETAILS 

 

Go to s mothyla.org and click on 
the Religious Ed. Tab on the 
dashboard to register. 
 

Are you interested in becoming 
Catholic? Have you received all 
your Sacraments? Are you inspired 
by our exquisite liturgies, inspiring 
homilies, welcoming community 
and beau ful church? Or do you 
know someone who is interested in 
becoming Catholic or needs to be 
Confirmed? Our sessions answer 
ques ons about the Church and its 
teachings. It is a journey which 
fosters growth in our spiritual life 
and our rela onship with God.  
All are welcome!  
 

Please contact Dr. Lina Makabali at 
stcrcia90064@gmail.com for more 
informa on.  

C.C.D. (Prepara on for Penance & 
First Holy Communion), & 

Teenage Confirma on  

 
 

Go to s mothyla.org, click on the 
Religious Ed. tab on the dashboard 
to register. See the flyer in the 
bulle n for more informa on. 
 

C.C.D.  
1/10: 10am Mass, in‐person or 
livestream 
1/24: 10am Zoom classes resume 
 
 

CONFIRMATION:  
1/10: 10am Mass, in‐person or 
livestream 
1/17, Zoom:  
C1: 10‐11:00am; 
C2: 10:30am‐12:30pm 
 

Please contact Cherrie Teves at 
stcreled@gmail.com or  
310‐474‐1102 for details. 

 

Today’s readings can be found at 
bible.usccb.org/bible/
readings/011021.cfm 

 

If you can, find pictures, 
cer ficate, candle(s) from 

different Family Bap sms.  
 

All those who remember the 
Bap sm ‐ share with the rest of 
the Family about that experience. 
Name who was being bap zed, 
the date (or month) 
What was your favorite memory 
of that bap sm?  
Tell the stories of that day. 
Tell the person who was being 
bap zed: why did you feel it was 
important that they be bap zed? 

 

May almighty God the 
Father, who has given us 

new birth by water and the Holy 
Spirit, bless us and keeps us in his 
grace, by his Son, Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.  

DID YOU KNOW?  
Why it is so important to tell 

the truth  
 

As parents, we teach our children 
that the truth is important. In fact, 
the truth is a cri cal part of the 
healing process for vic m‐
survivors of abuse. When a vic m‐
survivor tells the truth about abuse 
that has happened to him or her, it 
robs the secret of its power and 
begins to break down any fear 
surrounding it. This helps a vic m‐
survivor on the path to being free 
from the effects of abuse and 
enables the church and other 
ins tu ons to take appropriate 
ac on to keep others safe. For 
more informa on about the 
importance of truth‐telling, 
visit h ps://lacatholics.org/did‐you
‐know/. (St. Timothy Safeguard the Children 
Chairperson: Lucia Francis, 
stcguidelines@gmail.com, 310‐474‐1216 x221) 

POPE'S PRAYER INTENTION FOR 
JANUARY: AT THE SERVICE OF 

FRATERNITY 
 

(1.5.21, va cannews.va) The 
message chosen by Pope Francis 
to open the year is dedicated to 
human fraternity: in response to 
all the challenges facing humanity, 
the Holy Father asks that we open 
ourselves to each other and unite, 
as human beings and as brothers 
and sisters, “with those who pray 
according to other cultures, other 
tradi ons and other 
beliefs” (va cannews.va). 

U.S. BISHOPS’ 
PRESIDENT 

CONDEMNS VIOLENT 
PROTESTS AND PRAYS 

FOR SAFETY AS CHAOS 
THREATENS U.S. CAPITOL 

 

(1.6.21, usccb.org) Archbishop José 
H. Gomez of Los Angeles, 
president of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), issued 
the following statement in 
response to today’s violence in the 
United States Capitol: 
 

“I join people of good will in 
condemning the violence today at 
the United States Capitol. This is 
not who we are as Americans. I am 
praying for members of Congress 
and Capitol staff and for the police 
and all those working to restore 
order and public safety.  
 

“The peaceful transi on of power 
is one of the hallmarks of this 
great na on. In this troubling 
moment, we must recommit 
ourselves to the values and 
principles of our democracy and 
come together as one na on 
under God. I entrust all of us to the 
heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
May she guide us in the ways of 
peace, and obtain for us wisdom 
and the grace of a true patrio sm 
and love of country” (usccb.org).  

https://sttimothyla.org/
https://sttimothyla.org/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011021.cfm


(1.7.21, Catholic News Service (catholicnews.com), 
the official  news service of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, via Angelus News 
(angelusnews.com), the official news service of the  
Archdiocese of Los Angeles)  

The country’s Catholic bishops condemned the 
violent chaos on Capitol Hill that halted the count of 
electoral votes to cer fy the 2020 elec on on 
Wednesday. 

“I join people of good will in condemning the violence 
today at the United States Capitol,” said Archbishop 
José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), in a Jan. 6 
statement. “This is not who we are as Americans.” 

Archbishop Gomez said that he is praying for 
members of Congress, Capitol Hill staff members, 
police officers "and all those working to restore order 
and public safety" a er supporters of outgoing 
President Donald Trump breached the U.S. Capitol 
earlier that day, pu ng the building on lockdown and 
interrup ng the final step to officially cer fy the 
elec on of President‐elect Joe Biden as the next 
commander‐in‐chief. 

Much of the country, and the world, watched aghast 
at scenes coming out of the na on's capital a er Vice 
President Mike Pence said he had no authority to 
change the results of the elec on, affirming President 
‐elect Joe Biden as the next commander‐in‐chief. 

Lawmakers, including the vice president, were rushed 
to safety a er the angry mob broke into the building. 
Images on Twi er showed them breaking down doors 
and some asking the whereabouts of the vice 
president, who was said to have defied Trump by 
refusing to block Congress from cer fying the results. 
With "Trump 2020" flags, they freely roamed the 
halls of the capitol as scared lawmakers crowded 
together to pray, some reported. 

News reports also said explosive devices were found 
at the na onal offices for the Republican and 
Democra c par es and at least one person was shot. 

"It is my considered judgment that my oath to 
support and defend the Cons tu on constrains me 
from claiming unilateral authority to determine which 
electoral votes should be counted and which should 
not," Pence wrote lawmakers in a le er just before a 
joint session of Congress to tally the Electoral College 
count, raising Trump's ire. 

Pence ended the le er with "so help me God." 

Hours earlier, Trump had publicly urged Pence via 
Twi er to refute congressional cer fica on of the 
results, even though Biden won the popular as well as 
the electoral vote…. 

Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, issued a 
statement the evening of Jan. 6 saying he joined 
"people of goodwill in condemning the violence today 
at the United States Capitol…." 

"A na onal disgrace and the inevitable result of the 
endless lies about the elec on spread by 
@realDonaldTrump and his supporters," tweeted 
Jesuit Father Jim Mar n. "Here we see the fruit of 
these lies, these sins: anger, hatred, discord, despair 
and violence. 'And by their fruits you will know 
them' (Mt. 7:20)." 

...Biden, in a news conference hours a er the chaos 
began, told Trump to go on na onal television, fulfill 
his oath "and defend the Cons tu on and demand an 
end to this siege…." 

From England, Archbishop Jus n Welby of Canterbury 
said there were "many lessons to be learned from the 
scenes in Washington." 

"For the moment let us pray for the USA, the world's 
greatest defender of democracy un l now, as it faces 
this huge shock. May God bless America with peace 
and reconcilia on," he tweeted…. 

Bishop Thomas J. Tobin of Rhode Island said he would 
be celebra ng Mass "for our troubled na on." 

"In this holy season, as we con nue to observe the 
birth of the Christ Child, may peace, harmony, unity 
and fraternity be restored in our country. May God 
bless and guide America!," he wrote.  
protests occurring in our na on's capital." 

Other Catholic bishops and leaders of Catholic 
organiza ons joined in separate statements 
denouncing what took place at the Capitol. 

The Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns said it was 
appalled by the ac ons of a "violent mob" and called 
on Trump and elected officials to "condemn the 
disgraceful behavior witnessed today at the Capitol 
and to leave behind the hateful rhetoric, false claims 
and failures in leadership that have led to it." 
The complete ar cle is at: angelusnews.com 

U.S. BISHOPS CONDEMN CHAOS AS TRUMP SUPPORTERS MOB U.S. CAPITOL 

https://angelusnews.com/news/nation/u-s-bishops-condemn-chaos-as-trump-supporters-mob-u-s-capitol/


VATICAN CDF SAYS USE OF ANTI‐COVID VACCINES “MORALLY ACCEPTABLE” 

A note from the Congrega on for the Doctrine of the Faith, approved by Pope Francis, gives the green light during 
the pandemic to the use of vaccines produced with cell lines derived from two fetuses aborted in the 1960s. 

(12.21.20, va cannews.va) “It is morally acceptable to 
receive Covid‐19 vaccines that have used cell lines from 
aborted fetuses in their research and produc on 
process.” 

Due to the situa on of the ongoing pandemic, “all 
vaccina ons recognized as clinically safe and effec ve 
can be used in good conscience with the certain 
knowledge that the use of such vaccines does not 
cons tute formal coopera on with the abor on from 
which the cells used in produc on of the vaccines 
derive.” 

The Va can’s Congrega on for the Doctrine of the Faith 
(CDF) made these statements in a note signed by the 
Prefect, Cardinal Luis Ladaria, and the Secretary, 
Archbishop Giacomo Morandi. The text was explicitly 
approved by Pope Francis on 17 December and released 
on Monday. 

Clarifying doubts 
The CDF document, which was published as many 
countries are preparing to implement vaccina on 
campaigns, authorita vely intervenes to clarify doubts 
and ques ons which have emerged from some mes 
contradictory statements on the subject. 

The “Note on the morality of using some an ‐Covid‐19 
vaccines” recalls three previous pronouncements on the 
same topic: one from the Pon fical Academy for Life 
(PAV) in 2005; the CDF Instruc on Dignitas Personae in 
2008; and, another note from the PAV in 2017. 

Moral aspects 
The Congrega on for the Doctrine of the Faith says it 
does not “intend to judge the safety and efficacy” of 
current vaccines against Covid‐19, which is the 
responsibility of biomedical researchers and drug 
agencies. Rather, the CDF focuses on the moral aspects 
of receiving vaccines developed using cell lines from 

ssue obtained from two fetuses that were aborted in 
the 1960s. 

The Instruc on Dignitas Personae, approved by Pope 
Benedict XVI, pointed out that “there exist differing 
degrees of responsibility”, because “in organiza ons 
where cell lines of illicit origin are being u lized, the 
responsibility of those who make the decision to use 
them is not the same as that of those who have no voice 
in such a decision.” 

Therefore, argues the note published on Monday in 
summing up the Instruc on of 2008, “when ethically 
irreproachable Covid‐19 vaccines are not available”, it is 
“morally acceptable to receive Covid‐19 vaccines that 
have used cell lines from aborted fetuses in their 
research and produc on process.” 

‘Remote coopera on’ 
The CDF says the reason for considering these vaccines 
morally licit is the “kind of coopera on” in the evil of 
abor on, which is “remote” on the part of those 
receiving the vaccine. 

Therefore, the “moral duty to avoid such passive 
material coopera on is not obligatory” since there exists 
a grave danger, in the form of an “uncontainable spread 
of a serious pathological agent.” 

The Covid‐19 pandemic, says the CDF, fulfills this 
requirement. 

“In such a case, all vaccina ons recognized as clinically 
safe and effec ve can be used in good conscience with 
the certain knowledge that the use of such vaccines does 
not cons tute formal coopera on with the abor on 
from which the cells used in produc on of the vaccines 
derive.” 

Not a legi ma on of abor on 
The Congrega on clarifies that “the morally licit use of 
these types of vaccines, in the par cular condi ons that 
make it so, does not in itself cons tute a legi ma on, 
even indirect, of the prac ce of abor on, and necessarily 
assumes the opposi on to this prac ce by those who 
make use of these vaccines.” Nor should it imply a moral 
approval of the use of cell lines proceeding from aborted 
fetuses... 

Voluntary vaccina on 
At the same me, the Congrega on recalls that 
“vaccina on is not, as a rule, a moral obliga on and that, 
therefore, it must be voluntary.”  

The morality of vaccina on, it notes, depends both on 
the duty to protect one’s own health and the pursuit of 
the common good. “In the absence of other means to 
stop or even prevent the epidemic, the common good 
may recommend vaccina on, especially to protect the 
weakest and most exposed.” 

The complete ar cle is at: va cannews.va 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-12/vatican-cdf-note-covid-vaccine-morality-abortion.html


 

(1.9.21, Catholic News Service (catholicnews.com), 
the official  news service of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, via Angelus News 
(angelusnews.com), the official news service of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles)

Tommy Lasorda, who won two World Series tles 
during his 21‐year managerial reign with the Los 
Angeles Dodgers and became an ambassador for 
baseball in re rement from the sport, died Jan. 7 in 
Los Angeles at age 93. 

Lasorda, a Catholic, died at a Los Angeles hospital an 
hour a er suffering cardiopulmonary arrest at his 
home. He was inducted in 1997 to the Baseball Hall 
of Fame, the year a er his re rement as manager, 
but he wasn't done as a skipper, leading the U.S. 
men's baseball team to a gold medal in the 2000 
Summer Olympics in Sydney. 

As a pitcher, Lasorda's baseball career didn't amount 
to much … but as a manager he shone, winning four 
Na onal League pennants and winning 1,599 games, 
all with the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

As much as he was an ambassador for the sport, 
Lasorda served as a self‐styled ambassador for the 
Catholic faith. 

He grew up in the Philadelphia suburb of Norristown, 
Pennsylvania, where he a ended an Italian parish, 
Holy Savior…. 

But Lasorda said on repeated occasions, "I'm proud 
to be a Catholic," and pitched in to help numerous 
charitable endeavors. 

In 1989, he learned that the Sisters of Mercy in 
Nashville, Tennessee, needed financial support for a 
new convent. "They have dedicated their life to God 

so we need to give something back; everyone thinks 
Rome pays for these things," Lasorda said. 

The year a er the Dodgers' breathtaking upset win 
over the Oakland Athle cs in the 1988 World Series, 
Lasorda, who said he had not stepped on a scale in 
eight years, weighed in at 218. He pledged to get 
down to 190, and collected $50,000 in pledges for the 
convent. He was aided by two of his stars, pitcher 
Orel Hershiser and ou ielder Kirk Gibson, each of 
whom promised to contribute $10,000 if he lost 20 
pounds, and then added to their pledge the other 
eight ‐‐ which Lasorda accomplished. 

"We can't do enough for educa on in this country ‐‐ 
all the way up through college," said Lasorda, who 
addressed numerous Catholic organiza ons and 
diocesan events around the country, in a 2001 
interview. 

In 1994, when the Dodgers were s ll conduc ng 
spring training in Vero Beach, Florida, Lasorda 
emceed a dinner to benefit the St. Joseph School 
Founda on in Lakeland, Florida, the spring training 
home of the Detroit Tigers, which coincided with 
Detroit manager Sparky Anderson's 60th birthday. At 
the dinner, Anderson, himself a Hall of Fame Catholic 
skipper, received a baseball autographed to him by 
St. John Paul II…. 

In 1985, Lasorda worked with Dodgers owner Peter 
O'Malley to help Carmelite sisters in Guerra, 
Dominican Republic, where the Dodgers had set up a 
development camp for promising Dominican 
ballplayers. 

Lasorda and Cuban‐born Dodgers super scout Ralph 
Avila rented a house where the Carmelites began to 
teach their first class of 35 children in 1985. Later, 
Lasorda bought them a bus. By the turn of the 
century, the Programa Comunitario Futuro Vivo 
school had room for 600 youths in voca onal training 
and computer classes, with six students having gone 
on to join religious communi es. 

….Lasorda called his Catholic faith "very, very 
important, something I believe in strongly but don't 
try to force on others." 

"I love my faith," he said. "I prac ce my faith. It's 
helped me a great deal throughout my life me." 

The complete ar cle is at: angelusnews.com 
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