
SAINT MARY’S PARISH 

Hampden, Massachusetts 
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   Donald Karlie   Lisa Kane Ethel Thomas  Kathy 

Ranahan   Alicia Michael Collins    James Leon  

Tom Robertson   Jean Albano   Stella Pyrek      

Chuck Powell   Patty Ehlers     Thomas Accord     

Ann Maraschino Karen Ralph  Terry Beane Marilyn Francoeur  John 

Haley  Samantha Thans Patrick Toomey Victoria Whalen  Maia 

Courtois Patricia Coughlin  Carol Green Charlene Moore  Elinore 

Canterbury   Matt  Briggs  Daniel Nitch   All Veterans,   All Nurses, 

Doctors, First Responders, Nursing Home employees, Matthew 

Hanna, Pat Clark, Liz & baby Max, Carol Collins, Lillian Brown, Fr. 

Adolf’s Parishioners in Uganda, Phil Dugan, Ann Burian, Kristina 

Lague, Paula Pozzoli, Melinda Rosa, Henry (Hank) Broer 

Liturgical Calendar 

With Announced Intentions 

�

Saturday, July 3:  Vigil of the 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 PM  Amanda Lee, 1-yr Anniv., by Family & Friends 

 

Sunday, July 4:  14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 AM               

11:00 AM              Colucci & Loscuito Families�

 

Monday, July 5: St Anthony Zaccaria, Priest; St Elizabeth of Portugal 

9:00 AM   

 

Tuesday, July 6: St Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr 

9:00 AM  Kathleen Moule, by the Family 

 

Wednesday, July 7:  Weekday of 14th Week in Ordinary Time 

9:00 AM          

 

Thursday, July 8: Weekday of 14th Week in Ordinary Time 

9:00 AM  Communion Service 

 

Friday, July 9:  St Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, & Companions, Martyrs 

9:00 AM   

 

Saturday, July 10:  Vigil of the 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 PM    Traci Davenport, by Donald & Sophie Davenport 

 

Next Sunday, July 11:  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 AM  Special Intention 

11:00 AM             Catherine & Leonard Miklasiewicz, by their daughter�

SAINT MARY’S PARISH                                                                                                  HAMPDEN, MA �

OFFERTORY COLLECTION REPORT�

June 27, 2021�

�

General:  $2,288.00, Peters Pence $398.00�

Monthly Development:  $115.00, Other:  $10.00�

Week of July 4, 2021�

Sunday:�Ez 2:2�5/Ps 123/2 Cor 12:7�10/Mk 6:1�6a �

Monday:  Gn 28:10�22a/Ps 91/Mt 9:18�26�

Tuesday:  Gn 32:23�33/Ps 17/Mt 9:32�38�

Wednesday:  Gn 41:55�57; 42:5�7a, 17�24a/Ps 33/Mt 10:1�7�

Thursday:  Gn 44:18�21, 23b�29; 45:1�5/Ps 105/Mt 10:7�15�

Friday:  Gn 46:1�7, 28�30/Ps 37/Mt 10:16�23�

Next Sunday:  Am 7:12�15/Ps 85/Eph 1:3�14/Mk 6:7�13�

“My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in 

weakness.” God does not call the qualified, he qualifies the 

called. If you think God might be calling you to the Priesthood, 

Contact Fr. Jon Reardon, vocations@diospringfield.com, (413) 

248�7034�

Annual Parish Calendar�Will you or your business sponsor 

our 2022 Parish Calendar?  You will have your business logo 

prominently displayed on the lower tab that is visible all year.  

What a great way to get name recognition for your business!  

Proceeds from calendar sponsorship support Catholic Extension, 

which helps to build up the church in rural or poor mission dio-

ceses in the United States.  Please call or email the parish office 

for more information.�

Eucharistic Adoration—Saturday, 3:00—3:45 PM 

If someone is interested in becoming a priest, how does he go 

about it?�

     Discerning a vocation can happen in any number of ways. It 

might come as a surprise to the person called or to family or 

friends. Sometimes it is a gradual process, and other times it is as 

quick and bright as lightning. Regardless of how it starts, a voca-

tion to the priesthood or religious life requires a process of dis-

cerning, testing, and preparing. The best place to begin would be 

with lots of prayer, receiving the sacraments, and attending daily 

Mass whenever possible. Then talk to your pastor or a priest you 

know and trust. Your diocese may have a vocation director who 

can provide you with guidance and information. The Serra Club 

is also a great resource for information and contacts to help you 

discern if indeed God is calling you.�

     Remember that many young Catholic men have considered 

the priesthood. Some are ordained and others realize this is not 

their calling. However, we are all called to be of service to others 

as we practice our faith. These are extraordinary times in which 

we live, and they require an extraordinary witness to faith and to 

God’s presence in the world. Our work, our ministry as Catho-

lics, is to be the body of Christ with and for others. The Church 

needs priests. If God calls you to ordained service in the church, 

He will provide the grace, direction, and support you need. Just 

listen and respond with all your heart, mind, and soul.   ©LPi�

  *** OFFICE HOURS ***�

           9:00 to Noon�

          July 5th�9th�

The secretary is on vacation and 

the office will be staffed with volunteers.  Hours will be 9�12 but 

please call the office before stopping in.   Drop box checked daily.   �



14th Sunday in Ordinary Time� � � � �                                 �� July 4, 2021�

GOSPEL MEDITATION�

July 4, 2021�14th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

     It’s all so ordinary that we can easily miss it. The seagulls 

hunting and diving for mollusks at the beach offer a display of 

determination and precision as they gather their food for the day. 

It’s simply what these creatures do. Yet, there’s a magical artful-

ness and skill to their work that speaks volumes about the One 

who breathed life into their being. This is pretty much the way it 

is with God’s presence. God comes in common ways through 

common things and ordinary peo-

ple. Sadly, we are so engulfed in 

our little worlds of order and ideas 

to notice the beauty and wonder of 

it all. Many have numbed them-

selves to the Divine spark at the 

essence of all life because that’s 

just the way it is. What’s so special about it? A sunset is a sunset 

and a seagull is a seagull. That’s precisely what they thought 

about Jesus too. After all, isn’t he just the carpenter’s son? What 

merit can his words possibly have?�

     If we’re looking for God to come in an event that is so dra-

matic and intense that it knocks our socks off, then think again. 

When pondering God’s relationship with His people and God’s 

action in our lives, we have to go back to the stable and the recur-

ring, creative, unending power of God’s presence. It was a quiet, 

run of the mill kind of night. There was nothing spectacular or 

extraordinary. To the naked eye, a woman gave birth to a child 

and there wasn’t anything extraordinary to see. We have a hard 

time understanding God’s ordinary�ness.  Jesus grew up in an 

ordinary town, had neighbors and did normal human things. Per-

haps that’s why we don’t always like the Gospel. It doesn’t dazzle 

us with extraordinary things but simply challenges us to take a 

different look at our ordinary stuff. That makes us uncomfortable. 

We prefer things as they are. Our lack of faith can even cause us 

to take offense at what Jesus says and does, dismissing it as folly.�

     God’s life�giving presence continues to sustain that seagull in 

flight and keep all things in being regardless of whether we have 

the faith to see and understand this. Our personal agendas, pre-

conceived ideas, misconceptions, and expectations can often 

cause us to be hardened and blinded to what God is doing or de-

siring to do. While God continues to do what he has done for all 

eternity, faith is needed for God’s presence to bear fruit. The blin-

ders we wear and the expectations we bring to life can often pre-

vent us from seeing graced moments that radiate with God’s 

graceful presence. They also prevent God’s transforming, healing, 

and hope filled vision for our world from being realized. Without 

faith, God won’t be able to do much for us either.          ©LPi�

Let us know if you would like a visit!�

Now that more and more people have been vaccinated against 

Covid�19, we have resumed in�home visits of elderly homebound 

parishioners.  Please let us 

know if you would like a visit 

from the priest or a Eucharistic 

minister by calling Cheryl in 

the office at 566�8843.  Please 

also let us know if you need 

help in getting vaccinated.�

Sunday Farmer’s Market at Holy Cross Church, 221 Plumtree Rd, 

Springfield—From June 6 through Oct. 24—Sundays 9 AM to 2 PM 

Mass Obligations Resume:  The Diocese of Spr ingfield, 

together with the other dioceses of Massachusetts, announced 

that the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday and Holy Days 

of Obligation has resumed.  Those with ongoing health con-

cern, as well as homebound and infirm parishioners, remain 

exempt from this obligation.  As always, if you are not feeling 

well, you may excuse yourself from mass attendance.  Masks 

are optional, and we have a supply of masks in the vestibule 

for those who would like to wear one.�

Diocesan Catholic Cemeteries is conducting a search for  qual-

ified candidates for the position of Executive Director of the 

Cemeteries.  The position requires solid business management 

skills to oversee the Diocesan Cemeteries and Mausoleums, the 

budgeting, fiscal management, and operations.  This position 

serves as a  resource to other parish cemetery pastors and boards.  

This position often requires travel throughout the diocese, prob-

lem solving and knowledge of cemetery laws and requirements.  

Excellent computer skills, analysis and writing skills as well as 

being able to communicate effectively with funeral directors, pa-

rishioners, and state officials while overseeing the management of 

11 cemeteries. Presentation skills are also a key element of the 

position to present financial and other information to the Dioce-

san Cemetery Board.  This position requires a person who is a 

practicing Catholic and who will strongly support diocesan ethics 

and burial rites at our cemeteries.  Submit resume and letter of 

interest to Cathi Farr, HR Director, at�c.farr@diospringfield.org �

The Saint Cecilia Knights of Columbus is actively seeking new 

members. �

�

We have remained quite active during the pandemic, while stay-

ing safe and following all of the protocols. From our food drives, 

to our virtual road race, to our very successful take�out dinners, 

with the full support of the Parish, we continue to help our neigh-

bors.�  Are you 18 or older? Looking for a great way to help your 

Parish and community? Joining the Knights has never been easier. 

You can now become a Knight in the comfort of your own home 

via Zoom. There are no meeting requirements, 

and it is your option to participate at whatever 

level your schedule will allow.  �

Contact membership director John Hegarty 

at: Hegartyjcac@aol.com, or (202) 431�0819. �

Or Grand Knight, Deacon Jim Ziemba at:�

James.Ziemba@gmail.com�

ST. MARIA GORETTI�

Have you heard of the patron saint of purity? Born to peasant 

parents in southern Italy, St. Maria Goretti was a devout girl 

whose life was marked by difficulty. Her father died when she 

was nine, leaving her single mother with six mouths to feed. Two 

neighbors helped on the family farm, including a young man 

named Alessandro. He began making crude comments towards 

Maria. She repeatedly denied him. After several years, Ales-

sandro attacked Maria to force himself on her. She resisted and, in 

his anger, Alessandro stabbed her. Maria died from the wounds' 

infections, but her last words were "I forgive Alessandro Se-

renelli, and I want him with me in 

heaven forever." While he was in 

prison, Maria appeared to Ales-

sandro with a bouquet of roses, one 

for each wound he inflicted. In a 

true miracle of mercy, Alessandro 

experienced repentance, became a 

Franciscan brother after his release, 

and was later present at Maria's 

canonization. St. Maria Goretti, 

pray for us!�



Since 1985
“Happy Feet Move Faster”

380 Union St., Suite 1, 
West Springfield, MA
(413) 736-4440 

www.A-ZMOVERS.net

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary, Hampden, MA 03-0541

 Full Service Butcher Shoppe
 Featuring 
 Certified Angus Beef, 
 Fresh Seafood & Waybest
 Grade A Chicken  

CATERING • DELI • IN-STORE BAKERY• FRESH PRODUCE
43 Somers Road, Hampden, MA 01036 • 413-566-8717

www.VillageFoodHampden.com

Wingate at Hampden
Skilled Care Center

“Care For The Memory Impaired”

413-566-5511
34 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Wingate Health Care Services
www.wingatehealthcare.com

 • Auto Accidents
 • Personal Injury
 • Wills & Estates

Two Mattoon St., Springfield 

737-3430

Delivery
Limited Area - $15 Minimum

9 Allen Street

Hampden, Massachusetts 01036

www.giospizzeria.com
(413) 566-8015

We are Proudly Here to Serve and  
Support Our Local Communities

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

GBS
Dumpster Service

Construction Debris | Household Cleanouts
Roofing Waste | Remodeling Waste

Demolition & Cleanout Services Available
(413) 566-2250

www.groundbreakersservices.com 

Ground Breakers

OIL TANK 
REMOVAL

Basement • Underground
Fully Licensed & Insured

566-2250

 The Perfect Venue 
 for All Occasions

Weddings, Social Events, Bereavements,

 Luncheons, Showers, Meetings, and so much more...

Contact Events@TheStartingGate.com 
or call 413-566-5158

 128 Wilbraham Rd. | Hampden, MA 
 www.TheStartingGate.com

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.


