
Sunday February 19, 2023 

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church               
1000 Goodyear Blvd. Picayune, MS 39466 

Rev. Bernard J . Papania, Jr.  
  Pastor 

Rev. Jeyanthan Jordan  

 Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Brian Klause  

Mass Times: 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.  

Sunday: 10:00 a.m.  

12:30 p.m.   Misa en Español   
Spanish Mass  

5:00 p.m.   Youth Mass 

• Weekday Masses: 8:10 a.m.  

Mondays, Tuesdays  

and  Fridays   

Thursdays: 12:10 p.m.  

Saturday Morning Mass:  

(Announced accordingly) 

Daily Adoration in   

The Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel 

Divine Mercy Chaplet:  

After weekday Masses 



Mass Intentions 
February 18th – February 24th, 2023 

Baptisms 
Baptism classes are held quarterly (January, April,  
July, & October) on the 3rd Monday of the month.  

All paperwork must be received at the office  
two weeks prior to schedule the baptism. 

Confessions 
Confessions are 50 minutes before Weekend Masses  

\and immediately after any weekday Masses 
and by appointment. 

Funerals 
Arrangements may be made by calling the office.           

Pre-funeral arrangements may also be made. 
Weddings 

Weddings are to be scheduled 6 months  
prior to the ceremony. 

Any information you need regarding any of the  
sacraments or events listed above, may be  

obtained by calling the office. 
Communion Calls 

Please notify the church office of the names of  
those who  desire to receive Holy Communion  

at home or in the hospital. 
Anointing Of The Sick 

Communal Anointing periodically or  
anytime upon request. 

Contact the  
St. Charles Borromeo Church Office Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

1000 Fifth Avenue, Picayune, MS 39466 601-798-4779 (office)  601-798-4749 (fax) 
Email: stcharlesinfo@gmail.com 

Visit us at: www.scborromeo.org  
St. Charles Borromeo Staff: 

April Zogaib - Parish Secretary For Religious Education submit to: 
601-798-4779 or email: stcharlesinfo@gmail.com If you would like to submit an item for the bulletin or Church announcements, please email it to 

stcharlesinfo@gmail.com 

       St. Vincent de Paul Ministry    
Located at 1022 Fifth Avenue,  
is a Food Pantry in Picayune  

open on Tuesday and Thursday  
from 10:00 am - 11:30 am  

Serving residents of Picayune, Carriere, and McNeill.       
Phone number 601-916-6107.  

The Flowers on the Altar are  
In Honor of Our Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Sanctuary Candle Burns  
In Memory of Malcom “Junior” Thiel 

Saturday February 
18th 4:00 pm 

Ruth McNeely + 
Linda Fabre + 

William P. D’Aquin + 
Donald Schneider + 
Donna M. Smith + 

Sunday February 
19th 10:00 am People of the Parish 

Sunday February 
19th 12:30 pm Donald C. Schneider +  

Monday February 
20th 8:10 am Adams-Wheatley 

Family 

Tuesday February 
21st 8:10 am Ann Creighton 

Thursday February 
23rd 12:10 pm Joe & Rae Sensensy 

Friday February 
24th 8:10 am Fr. John Noone 

Sunday February 
19th 5:30 pm Alice Reiss + 

Monday February 
20th 6:00pm 

Return to the Sacraments 
and Mass of all our  

Parishioners and family 
members who have been 
away from the Church 

Ash 
Wednesday 

February 
22nd 8:10am People of the Parish 

Ash  
Wednesday 

February 
22nd 12:10pm Malcom “Junior”  

Thiel + 

Ash  
Wednesday 

February 
22nd 6:30pm Marion Oldenburg+ 



February 19, 2023 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

TODAY’S READINGS  
First Reading:  “Take no revenge and cherish no grudge 
against any of your people.  You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.  I am the LORD.” (Lv 19:18) 
Psalm:  The Lord is kind and merciful. (Ps 103) 
Second Reading:  All belong to you, and you to Christ, and 
Christ to God. (1 Cor 3:22-23) 
Gospel:  “You have heard that it was said, You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.   But I say to you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” (Mt 5:43-44) 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Sunday: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 (8a)/1  
 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48  
Monday:  Sir 1:1-10/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Mk 9:14-29  
Tuesday:  Sir 2:1-11/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40/ 
    Mk 9:30-37  
Wednesday:  Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17/2  
        Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18  
Thursday:  Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 9:22-25  
Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19/Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday:   Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 5:27-32 Next 
Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17 (see 
 3a)/Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11 

Weekend of February 11th- February 12th 

Regular Collection        $6,124.75 
Online Regular Collection                         2,460.00 
Building Maintenance Collection                  923.00 
Online Building Maintenance Collection       490.00 
                            Total                   $9,997.75 

Thank You For Your Generosity! 

Ministry Schedule 2/18/2023 Thru 3/5/2023  

Service Date 
Eucharistic & lay 

Ministers  Lectors 
2/18/2023 

Saturday Vigil` 
Burk, Betsy 

Zogaib, Jorge 
Hollard, Victoria 

2/19/2023 
Sunday Morning` 

Dillenkoffer, Kristina 
Meitzler, Michelle 

Barze',Theodore 

2/19/2023 
Youth Mass` 

Huck, Frances 
Jackson, Mickey 

Johnson, 
Lindsey 

2/25/2023 
Saturday Vigil` 

Lopez, Stephanie 
Oehlke, Mary Sue 

Albright, Patricia 

2/26/2023 
Sunday Morning` 

Becnel, Beverly 
Dufour, Angela 

Touchard, Edna   

2/26/2023 
Youth Mass` 

Huck, Frances 
Jackson, Mickey 

Hoover, Jacob 

3/4/2023 
Saturday Vigil` 

Burk, Betsy 
Zogaib, Jorge 

Cason, Joan 

3/5/2023 
Sunday Morning` 

Hays, Michelle 
Herrin, Donna 

Becnel, Wayne 

3/5/2023 
Youth Mass` 

Huck, Frances 
Jackson, Mickey 

Johnson, 
Lindsey 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
  Of all the things Jesus says which seem totally bat-
crazy, this one might take the cake: “But I say to you, love 
your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.” 
An enemy is someone who desires the destruction of you, 

your projects, or those you care about. To love and pray for 
them is to want their health, strength, and flourishing. But if 
they thrive, they are more likely to hurt you and others. So, 

aren’t you indirectly willing your own destruction, or that of 
your friends? If you doubt that this problem is embedded in 

this teaching, when was the last time you actually prayed 
honestly for the people you really hate?  

 How can we solve this riddle so we might actually 
live this command? Recall that enemy-love is the surest sign 
that you love someone with God’s love, and not with 
indirect egotism. After all, if my love for my enemy ends up 
hurting me or my loved ones, it can’t be for me. Enemy-love 
costs more because there are no tit-for-tats. No reciprocity 
— just loved poured out, and often pain in return. That’s 
why it is so precious and rare. “What is unusual about that?” 
asks the Lord about love for our friends. Jesus wants us to 
experience the unusual love which only comes from him.  
 When Jesus was being killed on the cross, he was 
loving his executioners. In fact, he was holding them in 
being as they nailed him to the cross. He loved those who 
were spiritually piercing his Mother’s heart, while they were 
doing it. And when he rose from the dead, he showed us that 
this kind of love is always worth it. It’s stronger than death. 
Real love is unusual.                                                

— Father John Muir 

Would You Like To Volunteer  
Some Of Your Free Time?  

Or Join A Ministry?  
We encourage you to do so! 

Please call the office, at 601-798-4779 
This Is Your Parish! 

Attention Lectors, Extra Ordinary Eucharistic 
Ministers and Altar Servers 

We have three Masses scheduled for Ash Wednesday,  
February 22nd; 8:10 am, 12:10 pm and 6:30pm.   
If you would be available to serve, please call the 

church office.   



Dear Parishioners/Non-Parishioners,   
On behalf of SVD Laity Missionary of Our Mother of Mercy 
Catholic Church, I’m writing this invitation letter of 
“HEALING MASS SERVICE”. It will be held on Friday, 
February 17, 2023 at 5:00 PM. Located: Our Mother of Mercy 
Catholic Church, 216 Saucier Ave.  Pass Christian, MS. 39571 
We look forward to see you. Please bring your friends and 
those who needs special prayers in this powerful “Healing 
Mass Service. Thank you. 
(If you don’t mind, could you put this information in your 
bulletin and announcement in your church! Thank you. I truly 
appreciate it) 
 Sincerely,    Fr. Rofinus Jas, SVD  

Ash Wednesday is 
February 22nd 

Ashes will be distributed  
At the 8:10 AM Mass, 
 the  12:10 PM Mass,  
and the 6:30 PM Mass 

 EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL (USCCB) 
We are currently in the 1st year of a 3 year Eucharistic revival. 
Year 1, The Diocese. Year 2,The Parish. Year 3,The 
Missionary.  Recently there was a study done by PEW 
research. The study found that  70% of Catholics do not believe 
in the true presence of the Eucharist and view it only as a 
symbol.  Later CARA research, which is a Catholic study, 
stated that 50% of parishioners who attend weekly Mass only 
see the Eucharist as symbolic. 
Next Corpus Christi will kick off year 2 of the revival, the year 
of the Parrish. During this time there will be a Eucharistic 
procession starting in the 4 corners of America, which will 
come together to make a cross around America. During this 
time pilgrims are encouraged to walk with Jesus for as long as 
they can. This procession will be happening for a year until the 
start of year 3, which will kick off the congress at Lucas Oil 
stadium at Indianapolis Indiana. 
EUCHARIST EVANGELISM TEAM  
This Team was started in the Diocese of Biloxi with the hopes 
of increasing Eucharistic adoration for all parishes in our 
diocese.  It is our hope and mission to “re”introduce everyone 
back to the love of Jesus Christ through Eucharistic adoration. 
We can accomplish this at our parish by everyone participating 
in one holy hour a week, especially with your family. Bring 
your children to do homework or just spend an hour with Jesus 
in any way you can during adoration. 
NEEDS OF ADORATION 
         St. Charles Borromeo has adoration every Monday after 
mass from 9:00am- 6pm.  Please prayerfully consider 
sacrificing at least 1 holy hour a week for Jesus Christ!!!!!!! 
 The Eucharistic Miracles, that will be displayed in the Parish 
Hall this weekend after each Mass, were compiled in 2005 by 
Blessed Carlo Acutis. These are the miracles of the Eucharist 
since the beginning  of The Church.  
 

Thank you and God Bless you all!!!!!!!!! 
 

Name, Phone Number, Email  
Adoration Time 

    February-March 2023   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
19 
10:00am Mass 
12:30am Mass 
5:00pm Mass 
 
  

20 
8:10am Mass 
Adoration in the 
Church 
6:00pm Mass 
5:30pm RCIA  

21 
8:10am Mass 
 
 
Mardi Gras 
Office Closed 

22 
Ash Wednesday 
8:10 an 
12:10 pm 
6:30 pm 

23 
12:10pm Mass 

24 
8:10am Mass 
6:30 pm Stations of 
the Cross 
5pm-7:30pm 
KofC Fish Fry 
At Knights Hall 

25 
8:30am-2pm  
Ladies Day of 
Reflection 
 
4:00pm Mass 
 

26 
10:00am Mass 
12:30am Mass 
5:00pm Mass 
 
  

27 
8:10am Mass 
Adoration in the 
Church 
6:00pm Mass 
5:30pm RCIA  

28 
8:10am Mass 
 

1 
 

2 
12:10pm Mass 

3 
8:10am Mass 
6:30 pm Stations  
of the Cross 
5pm-7:30pm 
KofC Fish Fry 
At Knights Hall  

4 
4:00pm Mass 
 
 
  
  

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting  
a Fish Fry every Friday during Lent  
from 5pm to 7:30pm at the KC Hall. 

Fish Plate:  $14.00, Shrimp Plate:  $14.00 
and Combination Plate Fish & Shrimp 
$15.00.  Eat in or to go orders.  



Pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
in the Diocese of Biloxi by visiting  

www.invisiblemonastery.com 

Advertiser of the Week: 

 Monday Night BINGO!  
At The KayCee Hall,  408 Carroll St.  

Doors open at 5:30pm,  
cards start selling at 6:30pmm  

1st game starts at 7:00pm  
Come And Have Some Fun  

Every Monday Night!!! 

Please let the advertiser know you saw their ad  
on the back of our bulletin! 

Are You Interested in  
Becoming an  
Altar Server?   

Boys in 3rd grade and up  
are welcome to join!    

Please call the Church office 
at  601-798-4779  

PRAY FOR OUR DIOCESAN PRIESTS  
EACH DAY 

February 19th—February 25th 
Sunday—  Fathers Adam Urbaniak & Khoa Phi Vo 
Monday—  Father Peter Varghese C.M.I. 
Tuesday—  Fathers Richard Wagner S.S.J.  
       &  Thomas White 
Wednesday—  Father Marcin S. Wiktor 
Thursday—  For Priest & Brothers @ St. Augustine  
         Seminary & St. Stanislaus 
Friday—For Retired, Extern &  Deceased Priests,  
  Brothers, & Deacons SVD 
Saturday—For Our Deceased Bishops Joseph Howze  
      & Roger Morin 

Willwoods Faith and Marriage  
Married Couples Retreat 

Attention All Married Couples:  
You are invited to attend an upcoming 

married couples retreat June 10th – 11th at the beautiful St. 
Joseph Abbey in Covington, LA. You and your spouse 
will spend time listening to inspiring talks, enjoy private 
couple time and individual prayer time, adoring the Lord 
in Eucharist Adoration, and celebrating the Sacraments 
with fellow couples from our parish. Through God's 
grace, you will walk away with a renewed strength and a 
deeper commitment to each other and to God. The retreat 
starts with breakfast Saturday morning and ends after 
lunch on Sunday. To register for your relaxing and 
rejuvenating retreat, visit www.FaithandMarriage.org. A 
suggested donation of $325 for the couple is requested 
but not required. Cost should never be a reason why a 
couple cannot make the weekend! Scholarships are 
available! If you have any questions, please call  
(504) 830-3716. Limited space available. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Stations of the Cross will be  
in the Church every Friday at 6:30 PM 

during Lent 

The Blessed Sacrament Chapel is now open 
Would you not spend one hour with me? 



Life Is Fragile Handle With Prayer 

Would you not spend one hour  
with me? 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
every Monday in the Church. 

Please call the Church office to sign in 
for an Hour of Adoration with the Lord.  
There will be a Benediction at 6:00pm  

followed by a Mass. 

COMMUNION CALLS 
Please notify the Church Office of the names of  
those who  desire to receive Holy Communion  

at home or in the hospital. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Communal Anointing periodically or  

anytime upon request. 

Jesus, I Love You,   
and I Trust In You! 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
The Hardness of Holiness 
 Want to know the words I find hardest to say? “Lord, 
give me the strength.”  
 The world tells us to push ourselves outside of our 
comfort zone if we’re training for a marathon or applying for a 
job — but if we’re talking about God, everything is supposed 
to be easy. If it comes “naturally” or without struggle it’s 
supposed to be right. 
 Only God is perfect, the world tells us. What’s the use 
of trying so hard?  
 I’m really good at finding excuses for myself, 
especially when it comes to holiness. Holiness, often (not 
always, but often), is about choosing the hard, but right, thing. 
The invitation to holiness is whispered in the hardest moments 
of my day when I am the most hopelessly human. After the 
kids’ bedtime, when I really just want to watch Dateline and 
eat too much ice cream instead of saying the Rosary. When 
I’ve committed to helping someone, but it suddenly becomes 
incredibly inconvenient. When I see a social media post that’s 
just begging for a snarky reply. When the conversation 
becomes gossip and I’m dying to make myself feel superior to 
someone.  
 The reason it’s so difficult for me to mutter these five 
simple words is because I know that if I say them and I mean 
them, they form a prayer that God will always answer in the 
affirmative. He will give me the strength I ask for, and then I 
will have no excuse.  
 It’s not unlike my kids claiming they’re too tired to 
clean up the playroom. If they would just ask me for help, it 
would all be so doable. But where would that leave them?  
 With a job to do, that’s where.  
“Be holy, for I, the LORD, your God, am holy.” — Leviticus 
19:2 

Our St. Joseph Altar Society  
is once again gearing up to have a 
traditional St. Joseph Altar this year on 
Sunday, March 19th.  
The Altar has been a tradition here  
at St. Charles for at least thirty 
years.  Due to Covid we have not had 
one since March 2019. 
In the coming days the group will begin 
making preparations baking  
and planning. 

May God Bless The USA 

St. Joseph’s Altar viewing will be  
Saturday March 18th after the 4:00pm 
Vigil Mass, and will be open to the 
public  March 19th 10am to 4pm. 

LENTEN REGULATIONS 
 

  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of FAST  
and ABSTINENCE.  This means that we do not eat  

meat and we have only one full meal.  The other FRIDAYS of 
the season of Lent are also days of ABSTINENCE from meat.  
This obligation to abstain from meat binds Catholics 14 years 
of age and older.  The obligation to FAST, limiting to one full 
meal and two lighter meals in the course of the day, binds 
Catholics from the age of 18-59.  Those who are younger or 
older may freely embrace these disciplines.  Lenten disciplines 
should never endanger your health       
 The Fridays of the year outside of Lent are also days 
of penance.  Abstaining from meat is the traditional way of 
observing these days of penance; however, each person is free 
to replace this with some other practice of voluntary self-denial 
or personal penance. 
   It  is obvious that abstaining from meat is meaningless 
to vegetarians; it is equally obvious that replacing meat with a 
gourmet seafood meal is not in keeping with the SPIRIT OF 
LENTEN PENANCE.  Abstinence from meat on the other 
Fridays of the year may be replaced with time spent reading 
and studying the Scriptures, special prayers, thoughtfulness and 
charity to those in need, or acts of personal witness to ones 
faith, such as teaching catechism or speaking out on the 
sinfulness of abortion, racism, euthanasia, or other social 
events.   
   While the season of Lent is the primary period of 
Catholic penitential practices, these regulations are not intended 
to limit the occasion for Christian penance.  The practice of 
spiritual discipline is always appropriate during periods of 
special need for the individual and the larger community. 



SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Observances for the week of February 19, 2023 
Sunday: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Presidents’ Day 
Tuesday: St. Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church  
Wednesday: Ash Wednesday 
Thursday: St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr  
Friday:  

St. Peter Damian  (1007-1072) 
Feast Day:  February 21 
Cardinal, Doctor of the Church, and noted reformer. Born in 
Ravenna, he suffered through a harsh childhood and labored for 
a time as a swineherd for a cruel brother. Fortunately, another 
brother, an archpriest of Ravenna, recognized Peter’s intelli-
gence and saw to his educatiion at Ravenna, Faienza, and 
Parma; according to tradition, the archpriest’s name was 
Damian, and Peter attached it to his name to commemorate his 
brother’s charity. In 1035, Peter entered the Benedictines at 
Fonte-Avellana, becoming one of the Western Church’s leading 
advocates for reform. In 1051, he authored the Liber Gomor-
rhianus , dedicated to Pope St. Leo IX (r. 1049-1054) and as-
sailing the many failings and vices of the contemporary clergy. 
Two years later, he composed the Liber Gratissimus, a defense 
of the legitimacy of simoniacal ordinations. He also waged a 
campaign against numerous abuses, including concubinage and 
simony. In 1057, he was appointed to the office of cardinal-
bishop of Ostia, against his will. Used on a number of diplo-
matic missions to promote reforms in France and Germany, he 
died on a trip from Raenna after reconciling his native city with 
the pope. His writings covered reforms and doctrinall matters, 
including the Eucharist and purgatory, and in his time Peter was 
one of the most respected figures in the Curch. While never 
formally canonized, his cultus began soon after his death; his 
feast day was extended to the entire Church by Pope Leo XII (r. 
1823-1829) in 1828; the pope also named him a Doctor of the 
Church. 
From Our Sunday Visitor’s Encyclopedia of Saints, Our Sunday Visitor, Inc., 
Huntington, IN, pgs. 655. 

St. Polycarp,  Bishop and Martyr 
Feast Day:  February 23 
We are acquainted with the life of this saint from his Acts, com-
posed by the Church of Smyrna, and abridged by Eusebius.  
They form a very authentic document of Christian antiquity. St. 
Polycarp embraced Christianity while very young, about the 
year 80, and became a disciple of St. John the Evangelist who 
made him Bishop of Smyrna, probably before his exile to Pat-
mos in 96. He governed that See for seventy years, and among 
his disciples were St. Irenaeus and the writer Papias. The for-
mer has recorded that his master knew St. John and othrs who 
had seen Jesus.  
From Eusebius, St. Irenaeus and St. Jerome we learn that about 
the year 158 St. Polycarp went to Rome to consult Pope Ani-
cetus regarding the date of the Easter celebration, as there was a 
difference between the East and the West. It was agreed that 
both might follow their own custom. In the fourth general per-
secution, under the Emperors Lucius Verus and Marcus  

Aurelius, the saint was apprehended and brought before the 
proconsul. Refusing to deny Christ, he was condemned to be 
burned. 
The authors of the Acts tell us that they were witnesses of the 
fact that the flames did not touch him, but formed an arch over 
his head. Whereupon, he was pierced with a sword; such a great 
amount of blood issued from the wound, that it extinguished the 
fire. The death of the saint occurred about the year 166. His 
body was burned, but his bones were religiously collected by 
the Christians and still are preserved in the Church of San Am-
brogio in Massina, Rome. 
From Lives of the Saints, Catholic Book Publishing Co.,  
New York, pgs. 79-80. 

Ven. Félix Varela Morales  
 Venerable Félix Varela y Morales was born on November 
20, 1788, in Havana, Cuba. After being orphaned at a young age, he 
moved to St. Augustine, Florida, to be raised by his grandparents. At 
the time, St. Augustine was under Spanish rule and his grandfather 
was the commander of the city’s Spanish troops. Instead of following 
in his grandfather’s footsteps and going to military school, however, 
he decided to pursue the priesthood. After attending the San Carlos 
Seminary in Havana, he was ordained in 1811 and began his ministry 
as a professor at the same school.  
 During those days, San Carlos Seminary was open to lay 
students so, being a philosophy professor, Valera ended up teaching 
many of the men who would become the Cuban intellectuals of his 
time. Some even said of him, “it was he who first taught us to think.” 
A champion of education, he wrote his textbooks in Spanish rather 
than Latin for them to be more accessible to the average scholar. He 
became quickly revered as a scholar and was eventually elected to 
represent Cuba in the Cortes Generales of Spain in Madrid in 1821.  
 While part of the Cortes, Father Varela petitioned for the 
independence of Latin America. He also published an essay arguing 
for the abolition of slavery in Cuba. Not long after, though, the liberal 
government of Spain was overthrown by France, the Cortes dissolved, 
and he was sentenced to death for his positions. He escaped to New 
York where he went on to launch the first Spanish-language 
newspaper in the U.S., publish many articles on human rights and 
religious tolerance, and foster cooperation between English and 
Spanish speaking communities. 
 While in New York, he founded and pastored a parish, The 
Church of the Immigrant, served as Vicar General of the Diocese of 
New York, and was a theological consultant to the Committee of 
American Bishops as they drew up the Baltimore Catechism. He 
learned Gaelic and was able to assist with the influx of Irish refugees 
coming to the USA as he played a significant role in shaping how the 
American Church welcomed them, championing their rights as 
immigrants and respecting those who weren’t Catholic.  
 Father Felix Varela died in 1853 in St. Augustine. His 
legacy as a thought leader, follower of Christ, and champion for the 
oppressed earned him many accolades after his death including having 
an award named after him by the Cuban government. Many streets and 
institutions also bear his name in Cuba and the United States. He was 
declared Venerable by the Vatican’s Sacred Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints on Easter Sunday, April 8, 2012. 

Prayer for Venerable Félix Varela y Morales’s intercession 
Holy and righteous God, you created us in your image.  Grant us grace 
to contend fearlessly against evil and make no peace with oppression. 
 Help us, like your servant Venerable Felix Varela, to work 
for justice among people and nations, to the glory of your name, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 



Jorge Zogaib
Text Box
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
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