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From The Pastor’s Desk 

Liturgy, Reconciliation & Activities 

 
Sunday, Apr. 24   FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
      8:00 a.m. Holy Mass  —Ramon Delgado Murphy 
 8:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship 
9:15 /11:15 a.m.  Children’s Faith Formation /Adult Clusters 1, 2 
      9:30 a.m.   Holy Mass—Intentions Rev. Bernard Joseph Bierschenk       
    10:30 a.m. Adult & Family Ministry Commission Meeting     
    11:30 a.m. Holy Mass—Intentions of William Chalko 
      5:30 p.m. Holy Mass—Intentions of Rebecca Reynolds  
 
Monday, Apr. 25   St. Mark 
      8:30 a.m. Holy Mass—Tyler Timms       
 9:15 a.m. Monday Morning Scripture Study  
     9:30 a.m. Mothers Together in Christ    
 4:00 p.m. Youth Ministry Fundraiser—Panera Bread—until 8:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. Young Adults 
                    
Tuesday, Apr. 26  
      8:30 a.m. Holy Mass—Sally Alonzo 
      7:30 p.m.  K of C 1st Degree Meeting 
  K of C 1st Degree Team Installation 
              
Wednesday, Apr. 27    St. Anselm 
      8:30 a.m. Holy Mass—Faye Survil  
 9:30 a.m. Legion of Mary 
      6:00 p.m. Confessions 
 6:00 p.m. Family Prayer Group 
      7:00 p.m. RCIA Catechetical Session  
  Wednesday Evening Scripture Study 
  Safe Environment Orientation 
 
Thursday, Apr. 28      St. Peter Chenel & St. Louis Grignion de Montfort 
       8:30 a.m. Holy Mass—Intentions of Nel Mancenido 
      6:00 p.m. Wine & Cheese Social      
      7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice  
 
Friday, Apr. 29   St. Catherine of Sienna 
      8:30 a.m. Holy Mass—Bob Rombach 
      9:00 a.m. Holy Hour   
         
Saturday, Apr. 30  St. Pius V 
      8:30 a.m. Holy Mass—May Crowning—Mrs. MaryLou Koch 
   10:00 a.m.  May Crowning Brunch 
  Wedding Reception—Sarah & Josh Fred  
 3:30 p.m. Confessions 
 4:00 p.m. Choir Practice   
 5:30 p.m. Holy Mass—Peregrino Baptista 
 
Sunday, May 1   SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
    8:00 a.m. Holy Mass—  Intentions of Mary Flusche & EM to Sick 
 8:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship 
     9:00 a.m.  CFF Ice Cream Social & Pizza Party 
9:15 /11:15 a.m.  Children’s Faith Formation /Adult Clusters 1, 2 
     9:30 a.m.   Holy Mass—Barbara Cline 
 10:30 a.m. First Sunday Rosary   
 11:15 a.m. Adult Confirmation: Attend Mass f/b Rehearsal  
 11:30 a.m. Holy Mass—August Uribe  
 5:30 p.m. Holy Mass—Philomena Mattingly  

Weekly Readings 

Sunday, Apr. 24     Acts 14:21-27; Rv 21:1-5a,  
   Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35                                                               
Monday, Apr. 25       1 Pt 5:5b-14; Mk 16:15-20           
Tuesday, Apr. 26        Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a        
Wednesday, Apr. 27  Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday, Apr. 28        Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11 
Friday, Apr. 29              Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17  
Saturday, Apr. 30        Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21 
Sunday, May 1           Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Rv 21:10-14, 22-23; 
    Jn 14:23-29                               

Recently, as I was watching plight of Christians in war torn Syria, I find 
myself asking this question: “If you were arrested for being a Christian, 
would there be enough evidence to convince you?”  
That may seem a pointless inquiry to most of us. But, there are some 
places in the world where that actually happens – people are  
arrested because of their Christian identity.  It probably will never  
happen to you and me, but it still raises an interesting point. How do 
we identify a Christian? What are the evidences of Christian  
discipleship? 
 
I suppose we could start with the most obvious things, like church 
membership, owing a Bible, attending Mass, and going to  
confession. These are all important things and should certainly be a 
part of every Christian life, but they are not the final evidence. In our 
Gospel reading for today, Jesus gives us the acid test; the  
distinguishing mark of a Christian. Here is what he said: “This is how 
all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one  
another.” 
 
It would, of course, be a gross inaccuracy for us to assume that love is 
the exclusive domain of Christians. That simply would not be true.  
There are people who have never even heard of Christ and yet know 
something of what it means to love and be loved. Some expressions of 
love are universal in scope. They embrace virtually all people, all  
nations, all religions, and even those with no religion. In all parts of the 
world, across all theological boundaries, young people fall in love and 
get married; love children, and children love parents; husbands love 
wives, and wives love husbands. Friends of all races and  
religions reach out to each other in warmth and affection. 
 
These kinds of love are common experience of the race; so,  
obviously, this wasn’t what Jesus had in mind. That love which is the  
distinguishing mark of a Christian is based upon the previous verse 
where Jesus said, “As I have loved you, so you also should love one 
another.” There is something new, something different,  
something distinctive about the kind of love Jesus had in mind.  What 
is this different kind of love that distinguishes a person as a follower of  
Jesus Christ? 
 
By the First Century, some Rabbis were teaching, in the name of God 
that: “You should love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” Jesus 
made it clear that his commandment of love was something brand 
new, something that all of the boundaries had been erased.  
His followers were not to dabble in fine-line distinctions between  
neighbor and enemy. There were no loopholes. Their responsibility of 
love was all inclusive. Love your neighbor; love your enemy; love eve-
ryone. That was something new. In fact, it’s still new. This kind of love 
that is distinctive mark of a Christian has to do with how we love. Our  
responsibility to love others is in no way contingent upon merit.   
 
Jesus did not start loving us, and he doesn’t keep on loving us,  
because of some merit on our part. His love for us is unconditional.  
We should find a great deal of comfort in that, because we all know 
there are times when we are not very loveable. Not only is there  
comfort in it, but also there is responsibility in it. We are to love as he 
loves. If we accept that kind of love from him, then we are to give that 
kind of love to others. Let’s play fair. We have no right to accept God’s  
unconditional love for us, and then demand of others that they clean 
up and shape up before we give our love to them. He has loved us 
with no strings attached, with no preconditions that we must meet. 
Now, the responsibility is incumbent upon you and me that we learn to 
love others in that same way. 
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Sacramental Preparation Youth Ministry 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week in memory of 
Ramon Delgado Murphy, requested by Doreen Delgado. 
 

Flowers for our Lord’s Altar this week were donated  
in memory of Ramon Delago Murphy by  
Doreen Delgado. 

Finance 

 

Weekend of Apr. 16/17 
       
Contributions (Online, Mail & Collections)  $21,577.02 
 

      Average Weekly Expenses              ($24,038.00) 
      Deficit               ($  2,460.98)  
 
      Balance in Future Fund  $35,210.71 
 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish,  
our diocese and the global Catholic Church.  
May God bless you!                             

MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA: Mother’s Day is  
Sunday, May 8. Holy Spirit will offer a Mother’s Day 
Novena Mass, for both living and deceased  
mothers May 8—16.   
 

Please use the Mother’s Day Mass   
remembrances envelope in your envelope packet. 
Please write the names clearly and indicate “living” or 
“deceased”.  Envelope can also be found on the round 
table in the Narthex. Mass Requests should to be turned 
in by May 6. 

Parish Playground: The playground is 
temporarily closed.   The uneven ground and 
mulch has  become troublesome because of 
heavy rains.  
 
We are researching a more permenant  
solution. If you have time and talent to help with this  
project, please call Ann Picha x44 at the Parish Office.  
We will let you know when it has re-opened for safe play! 

The Youth Group is having a 
Panera Bread Fundraiser 
Night to raise money for our 

mission trip to New Orleans in July! Bring the flyer found in  
TODAY’S BULLETIN when you join us at Panera Bread   
TOMORROW, Monday, Apr. 25,  4:00-8:00 p.m. and a 
portion of the proceeds will go towards our trip!  Help us 
help others! 
 

Our Annual Baccalaureate celebration will be Sunday, 
May 22. We honor all graduates (high school and  
college.) If you have a senior and would like to receive an 
invitation, please Email Devyn Buschow:  
devynbuschow@holyspiritcc.org 
 

Raffle Tickets: Don’t forget to get your quilt raffle  
tickets!  The raffle drawing is NEXT Sunday, May 1! Tickets 
are available in the Parish Office and are only $1 each or 6 
for $5!  

If your child celebrated First Communion and/or  
Confirmation this past weekend and didn’t pick up his/
her certificate and/or artwork, please stop by and see 
Lisa or Devyn! Once again, congratulations to all our 
young people who celebrated sacraments. Also, a very  
special thank you to all those who helped make this past  
weekend flow so smoothly. 
 
Early Registration for the 2016/17 Faith Formation year, 
which includes sacramental preparation, is currently 
underway.  If you wish to enroll children for First  
Communion or Confirmation, please note that it is a  
two-year program for either sacrament. If a child  
attended another parish last year, a letter from the previous 
parish must be provided prior to enrollment in our  
sacramental preparation program. First Communion is  
celebrated in 2

nd
 Grade and Confirmation in 8

th
 Grade,  

according to diocesan policy. 
 
Information and paperwork regarding infant Baptism (ages 6 
and under) may be directed to Lisa Estrada. Our next  
Baptismal Preparation Class for parents and godparents is 
Saturday, June 11, 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Bishop Dunne Catholic School Open 
House:  Families with students who will be 
entering grades 6-12 in the 2016-2017 school 
year are invited to attend a Spring Open House 
THIS Wednesday, Apr. 27, 8:30 -11:00 a.m.  
To RSVP: Visit their website: www.bdcs.org 
 

Enjoy a light breakfast and coffee, and come see what the 
school has to offer. Tours will be provided!  The school  
president will also be available to answer your questions. 

Special Collection:  The Catholic Home Missions Appeal 
This weekend, there is a special collection for The Catholic 
Home Missions Appeal. This collection is intended to 
strengthen the Church in the United States. If you would like 
to contribute, special envelopes can be found on the table in 
the Narthex. Please place donations in this special  
envelope and drop in collection basket. Thank you for your 
continued generous support! 

Memorial Day Mass: will be May 30, 8:30 a.m. We will 
have a special reading of the names of those who have died 
in service to our country due to the wounds in action or MIA.  
If you would like your loved one remembered at this mass, 
please fill out a form that can be found on the table in the 
Narthex or in the Parish Office. 
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THIS Sunday, Apr. 24, Children’s Faith 

Formation will join hundreds of other 
churches across the nation to pray for the 
victims of child abuse and for those who 
rescue them. This day is better known as 

Blue Sunday. The National Blue Sunday 

Day of Prayer began in 1994 with only 20      
participating churches but has now grown 

to include 7.4 million participants on five continents.   
 
In recognition of Blue Sunday, we will have a sea of 
blue pinwheels out in front of the Community Center 
that will be available for purchase at $1/each. All proceeds 
will go to the Dallas Child Advocacy Center. Also, Youth 
Ministry will be serving blueberry muffins as part of Sunday 
Food & Fellowship (these donations go to fund the youth’s 
summer mission trip). Each child will be sent home with a 
flyer containing the Blue Sunday Prayer and information on 
how to recognize the signs of child abuse. If you would like 
more information on Blue Sunday or child abuse in general, 
please contact the Faith Formation Office/Safety  
Coordinator. 
 
Early Registration for the 2016/17 Faith Formation year 
is now officially underway! You can pick up  
registration paperwork at the Community Center front desk 
on Sunday mornings while Faith Formation is in session or 
during the week, Monday-Thursday, 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
If you have any questions, please contact Deborah, Devyn 
or Lisa.   
 
And FYI—Our last formal day of Faith Formation is next 
Sunday, May 1! A very heartfelt thank you to all the    
catechists and parents who have faithfully supported 
our Children’s Program this past year. 

Join us for a wranglin’ good 
time at this year’s VBS! 

 
Children ages 3 years-old  to 
6th Grade can be a part of the 
Faith Commander Adventure 
(a/k/a Duck Dynasty) Monday 

- Friday, June 20-24, 9:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Cost is  
$20/child and includes all the week’s activities including a          
T-shirt. Preregistration is required so pick up a Registration 
Form at the Community Center front desk. Due to the  
nature of our VBS format, late/walk-in registrations cannot 
be accepted. Last day to register is Sunday, June 12! 
 

If you’d like to be a VBS volunteer, grab a Volunteer 
Form! All teen volunteers must be in the 7th Grade or 
older and will be taken on a first-come, first-serve basis;          
volunteer space is limited! All volunteers 18 and older must 
meet all diocesan Safe Environment requirements.  
Contact Deborah Pearson for the necessary paperwork.  
 

And we’re on the hunt for cool, fun barnyard or western 
decorating items, if you have any we could  borrow for 
the week or if you’d like to get rid of it! A cow, horse and/or 
some chickens would be super cool….and fake, not real!   
If you have something you’d be willing to share, or if you’d 
like to be part of the VBS Decorating Committee, please 
contact Deborah x4. 
 

Catechists, don’t forget about our End-of-Year  
Recommitment Social THIS Thursday evening, Apr. 28, 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the dining room! Recommitment 
Forms are already available for you to sign, if you know 
you’re coming back next year; see Deborah. 

Don your fanciest hat, white gloves and feather 
boa and join us for our annual Mother  Daughter Tea on 
Saturday, May 7, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in the Gym.  
 

Come and enjoy an afternoon of dress-up, light lunch and tea and fond mem-
ories. Cost: $10.00 per person and must be paid in advance. To ensure am-
ple supplies, please RSVP and pay to Deborah Pearson no later than     
Monday, May 2.  Seating is limited to the first 225 reservations so don’t 
delay in reserving your table for this event! 
 

ALSO, WE NEED YOUR HELP! We are in desperate need of volunteers 
to help serve the lovely ladies attending our tea.  If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact Deborah. We typically need 15-20 volunteers 
to make a function this large work smoothly. Without the needed       
volunteers, we will be in jeopardy of cancelling our tea party… 
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Outreach Ministry 

Adult & Family Ministry 

Sunday Morning Food and Fellowship 
 
Today:  Blueberry Muffins 
Join us for blueberry muffins sponsored by our Youth Group. 
All proceeds go to their summer mission trip in July. 
 

Next Sunday, May 1:  Coffee & Donuts 
Join us for our final Food & Fellowship for this school year!  
Thank you to all our volunteers and groups who helped  
provide this wonderful ministry to our parish family all year! 
 
 

May Crowning Mass & Brunch May Crowning Mass & 
Brunch will be Saturday, Apr. 30, the eve of May.  Join us 
after the mass and crowning for a potluck brunch.  Please 
bring a dish to share.  You may drop them off in the dining 
room before mass.  For more info contact Cindy Meyer x24. 

 
Annual Parish Golf Tournament 
Our Annual Parish Golf Tournament will be  
Saturday, May 14. Registration forms will be available 
next weekend after all masses.   
 

Annual Parish Picnic (Pentecost Sunday) Save the date:  
Our Annual Parish Picnic will be Sunday, May 15. We will 
have hot dogs & hamburgers, snow cones, nachos, drinks, 
desserts, games, bingo, and more!  Food & Fun will start at 
12:30 p.m. More info to come! 
 
Hawaiian Falls Day 
Save the date:  Our 2nd Annual Holy Spirit Day at Hawaiian 
Falls in Mansfield will be Saturday, July 30. More info  
coming soon about purchasing tickets! 

Community Life Ministry 

Congratulations to David Garcia  &   
Stephanie Reetz  who celebrated  the  
Sacrament of Matrimony on Apr. 16, 2016  
at Holy Spirit Catholic Church.    
May God  bless you  with  many years to 

celebrate  this beautiful Sacrament of Matrimony and grant  
you the graces  needed to live your vocation of  marriage  
according to His divine plan. 

For information about any of our Adult & Family Ministry programs, please Email: 
Richard Johnson: richardjohnson@holyspiritcc.org 

Veronica Houston: veronicahouston@holyspiritcc.org 

Marriage &  
Marriage Preparation  

 

If you are planning to marry in 
the Catholic Church or have 
your marriage convalidated  
(blessed) through Holy Spirit 
parish, the following are things 
to help the process go 
smoothly:   
 

♥ Please contact our marriage preparation  
coordinator, Dick Johnson x23, at least 9 months 
prior to the proposed wedding date to determine 
your freedom to marry in the Catholic Church and to 
secure a list of the documents that will be needed  
prior to setting up an appointment to begin the  
marriage preparation process.   

 

♥ An initial intake meeting will be set after the  
documents are secured. 
 

♥ The date for the wedding is requested and  
approved after the initial meeting. 
 

♥ It is expected that at least one of the parties is  
Catholic and a registered member of Holy Spirit  
Catholic Church. 
 

♥ Please do not schedule a venue for a reception until 

your proposed wedding date/time have been  
approved and are secured on the parish calendar. 
 

♥  Weddings are not scheduled during  liturgical  
seasons of Advent or Lent. 
 

♥ Marriage Preparation is a required component of 
marriage in the Catholic Church. 

First Sunday Rosary for the end to abortion is NEXT 
Sunday, May 1, 10:30 a.m. in the church. 
 
Rice Bowls are due now! Please bring your Rice Bowl 
to the Community Center during regular business hours or 
on Sunday mornings. Thank you for your donations. 
 

Our Prayer Chain is Looking for Volunteers! Are you 

like most of us and are busy, but want to volunteer in a min-

istry? Participating in a Prayer Chain is a powerful way for 

you to make a difference with just a small time commitment. 

It takes just a few minutes to pray for the needs of others. 

All you need is an Email address. If you’re interested in this 

powerful ministry send your Email address to:  

holyspiritemprach@yahoo.com.    

Check out our Craft Group! If you like doing crafts, then 
our craft group is the place for you. There are various  
projects that we work on to help people in the community. 
The group meets Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. For more  
information, please call Donna Greenlee x20. 


