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From The Pastor’s Desk Weekly Readings & Activities 

Sunday, Jan. 1        Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
Monday, Jan. 2         1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday, Jan. 3        1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Jn 1:29-34     
Wednesday, Jan. 4   1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday, Jan. 5       1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51 
Friday, Jan. 6        1 Jn 5:5-13; Mk 1:7-11  
Saturday,  Jan. 7     1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 2:1-11 
Sunday, Jan. 8        Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

 
Sunday, Jan. 1   Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 
    ***Holy Day of Obligation*** 
    New Year’s Day 
     8:00 a.m. Holy Mass—Rosalinda Garcia Valenzuela 

     9:30 a.m.   Holy Mass— Sue Schlebach 
   11:30 a.m. Holy Mass—Jose Angel Hernández 
 
Monday, Jan. 2   Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen 
                                *** PASTORAL OFFICES CLOSED***  
     8:30 a.m. Holy Mass— Nora Estevez. 
       
Tuesday, Jan. 3  
     8:30 a.m.       Holy Mass—Pauline Hack 
     7:00 p.m.  Tuesday Evening Study  
     7:30 p.m.   K of C General Meeting  
 
Wednesday, Jan. 4   St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

      8:30 a.m.      Holy Mass— Olivia Montemayer 
     9:30 a.m. Legion of Mary 
     6:00 p.m. Confessions 
  Family Prayer Group 
     7:00 p.m. R.C.I.A. Catechetical Session 
  Wednesday Evening Scripture Study 
  Art Committee Meeting 
  Outreach Commission       
            
Thursday, Jan. 5  St. John Neumann 
     8:30 a.m.       Holy Mass—Ruth Reina-Hassler 
     7:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
  
Friday, Jan. 6 St. Andre Bessette 
     8:30 a.m.       Holy Mass—Philomena Mattingly 
     9:00 a.m. First Friday Holy Hour/Exposition & Adoration 
      
Saturday, Jan. 7 St. Raymond of Penyafort 
      8:30 a.m. Holy Mass—  Antonio Ortiz 
      3:30 p.m. Confessions 
     4:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

      5:30 p.m. Holy Mass— Intentions of Margie Del Bosque Leza 
    
Sunday, Jan. 8  Solemnity of Epiphany of the Lord 
     8:00 a.m. Holy Mass—Tom Conway 

     8:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship       
       Catechist Epiphany Coffee Bar 
9:15/11:15 a.m. Children’s Faith Formation  
     9:15 a.m. Adult Cluster 1 “Acts”/ Adult Cluster 2 “Psalm”  
     9:30 a.m.   Holy Mass— William Andrew McElhannon 
   11:15 a.m. Adult Cluster 3 “Estudio Biblico”  
   11:30 a.m. Holy Mass—Intentions of Edna Buentipo 
     5:30 p.m. Holy Mass—Bernard Francis Languell 
     6:30 p.m. Youth Ministry 

The spirit of tenderness is beautifully reflected in our Gospel 
reading for today. The baby Jesus has just been born. He is only 
a few hours old. Mary and Joseph have cleaned him up, 
wrapped him in a swaddling clothe, and laid him in a manger.  
Soon thereafter, they received their first visitors. A choir of  
angels had told the good news to a group of shepherds, who 
were tending their sheep in a nearby field. And they hurried to 
Bethlehem, filled with wonder and excitement. With their arrival 
one of the most familiar scenes in the Bible was complete.  
Every year at Christmas time, it is displayed in homes and 
churches all over the world. Loved by young and old alike, it is 
the ultimate picture of tenderness – a baby in a manger,  
surrounded by Mary, Joseph, and the adoring shepherds. 
 
Who could have guessed that God would come into his world in 
such a gentle way? A little baby: lying in a manger. There is 
nothing about that scene to frighten us. To the contrary, we are 
touched by the tenderness of it. Every decent thing inside of us 
reaches out to a baby, and our first impulse is to love it.  
Our reading says: “Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them 
in her heart.” You and I would be wise to do the same.  
We are going out into the New Year, and nobody knows what it 
will bring. But, we can be reasonably certain that it will be hard.  
It will make demands of us that will be difficult to meet.  
Some of us will doubtless know great sorrow. All of us will be 
hurt in one way or another. What an encouragement it would be, 
in days like that, if we could remember the tenderness of God. 
 
That, however, is not an easy thought to think, and it is even 
more difficult to keep. So many things seem to argue  
against it. We look at the harshness of the world and wonder 
how a tender God could have made such a place. We read  
the Bible, and it speaks of his love. But. it also speaks of anger. 
Even the New Testament says, “It is a fearful thing to fall into  
the hands of the living God.” (Heb. 10:31) Yet, that same New 
Testament also tells us that the first commandment is to love 
God with all of our hearts. Let us be truthful, my friends,  
that is not an easy commandment to obey. But, if we  
will go back to that scene in Bethlehem’s stable, and start  
there, perhaps we can see another side of God’s nature. 
 
A baby in a manger is easy to love. And, when that baby  
grew up, he became a man who is easy to love. He has a way 
about him. A charm is there that often haunts people, even  
when they do not wish to be haunted. Christianity is primarily  
a way of life, rooted in surrender to an irresistible person.  
In the church, we sometimes forget that, and make our  
faith into something complicated and formal. But, then we  
catch a new vision of Christ. We feel his warmth and  
kindness, and that puts us back on track again. 
 
How grateful we can be for those pictures, painted primarily by 
St. Luke, that show us another side of God.  He is a Father,  
loving and kind, strong and wise. But. when our hearts are  
broken, we can go back to that scene in Bethlehem – a little  
baby, surrounded by Mary and Joseph, and a few adoring  
shepherds.  If we stand there for a while and remember what 
that scene represents, perhaps then, we will experience the  
tenderness of God.  

Mary, Mother of God, Pray for Us! 
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Sacramental Preparation Youth Ministry 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week  in thanksgiving for 
our Eucharistic Ministers to the Sick, Homeless and  
Ministers of Consolation. 
 
If you would like to donate fresh flowers for the Lord’s altar, 
for a special occasion or in memory of a loved one, please 
call the office and select a date. These flowers will be on the 
altar for a week starting on Saturdays.   

Finances 

 
 

Contributions - Dec. 17 & 18    
 Collections, Online & Mail   $27,227.35 
 Average Weekly Expenses ($24,785.00) 
 Surplus     $  2,442.35 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe – Dec. 12  $     826.04 
 
Simbang Gabi - Dec. 17    $     952.84 
 
Balance in the Future Fund:   $35,286.00 

 
Due to an early bulletin deadline, the financials are not available to 
report for the weekend of Dec. 24 & 25. 
 
Thank you to all of our donors for your continued generous  
support over the past year!  2016 Year-end tax statements will 
be mailed out Mid-January. 

The Pastoral offices will be closed  
tomorrow, Monday, Jan. 2 in  in observance 
of the New Year’s holiday: We will resume 
our normal business hours, Tuesday,   
Jan. 3. 

Parents, don’t forget our First Reconciliation  
Celebration is scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 11,  
7:00 p.m. in the church.  All At Home Faith Activities and 
baptismal certificate copies must be turned in by Monday, 
Jan. 2 in order for your child to celebrate this sacra-
ment.  Also, if you need childcare for younger siblings, 
please turn in the appropriate request form to Sharon Bush, 
Nursery Coordinator or you may contact her at (972) 298-
9460.  Contact Lisa Estrada, x12 with any questions or  
concerns. And, join us for a celebration reception in the 
Narthex immediately following! 
 
The next parent/student session for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation is Sunday, Jan. 15, 1:30-3:45 p.m. in the 
Gym. Contact Lisa, x12, or Lindee, x43 (Devyn’s new baby 
should have arrived by then!), with any questions or if you 
are going to be unable to attend. You may contact  
Sharon Bush for childcare needs. 
 
Information and paperwork regarding infant Baptism (ages 
6 and under) may be directed to Lisa Estrada, x12.  
Our next baptismal preparation class for parents and  
godparents will be Saturday, Jan. 14, 9:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.  

Inclement Weather Reminder: Out of concern for safety 
of our staff and parishioners, Holy Spirit follows the  
Duncanville ISD schedule for bad weather days. If DISD 
schools close, we close and any activities scheduled for that 
day/evening will also be cancelled.  

Happy New Year to All!  Youth Ministry will resume NEXT 
Sunday, Jan. 8! Have a safe holiday! 
 
All final payments are due for the Youth Stand for Life trip to 
Washington, D.C.! 
 
Prayer for the New Year: 
 
Lord, God as a New Year begins I commit myself to love 
you with all my heart, soul, mind and strength. I will love you 
with all my heart, knowing that you first loved me. I will love 
you with all my soul, believing that you promise life forever 
to all who trust in you through Jesus. I will love you with all 
my mind, thinking on your word in the Bible, and allowing it 
to guide my life. I will love you with all my strength, giving 
my best for you at all times. I may not always get things 
right, but I thank you that you are the God who never gives 
up on us. By the power of Your Holy Spirit, help me to keep 
this commitment and to grow more like your son, Jesus, day 
by day. Amen. 

Liturgical Art Committee Needs Your Help!  
The committee is planning to create new  
banners for the upcoming Lenten season.  
The project will engage the entire parish with 
2 banners made from YOUR fabric donations! 
Any kind of  material is acceptable in hues of 
purples, blues, and pinks—prints or solids! 
 

Fabric donations are needed in any length, but at least  
15-inches wide. Please drop off donatiosn with Mary 
Gruhlke at the Parish Office or leave in the Outreach Box in 
a separate bag. The end result will be beautiful and  
something we all can take pride in as we go through the 
Season of Lent. 

Ahead

Lent 

The Nursery will re-open for the 9:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.  
Sunday Masses beginning NEXT Sunday, Jan 8.   
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Attention Parents! On Sunday, Jan. 22, children in 
Grades Kindergarten through 3rd will be attending 
Mass as a class, as part of their lessons on the liturgy 
and sacraments. Additionally, Grades 4-6 will be       
attending a “teaching” Mass in the gym. Please mark 
your calendars NOW so as not to forget. It will be  
imperative that your children arrive to class on time 
(that’s 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.) to attend Mass and 
ensure an orderly flow for seating. Children arriving 
after 9:25 a.m. or 11:25 a.m. will be sent with their    
parents to attend Mass as a family. We  appreciate your 
cooperation very much! This trip to Mass has become a 
much-anticipated part of our curriculum and enjoyed, we 
hope, by the children. Parents, you are also cordially  
invited to attend our teaching Mass in the Gym, which 
will be facilitated by Deacon Paul. It will be a  
communion service (not a full Mass) but will count towards 
your Sunday obligation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Padres, próximo domingo 22 de enero, niños en grados 
del Kindergarten al 3er asistirá a misa como una clase, 
como parte de su lección en la liturgia y los  
sacramentos. Además, los grados 4-6, asistirá a una 
"enseñanza" Misa en el gimnasio. Será imperativo que 
sus hijos lleguen a clase a tiempo (que es 9:15 y 11:15) 
para asistir a misa y asegurar un flujo ordenado. Los 
niños que lleguen después de las 9:25 o 11:25 serán 
enviados con sus padres a asistir a misa como una 
familia. Esperamos que les hemos dado suficiente 
tiempo para preparar y organizar su horario de mañana 
para este evento y agradecemos mucho su  
colaboración!  Este viaje a masa se ha convertido en 
un muy anticipado parte de nuestro plan de estudios y 
disfrutadas por los niños. Además, los padres pueden 
asistir a nuestra "enseñanza" masa en el gimnasio.  
Se cumplir con su obligación del domingo. 

 
One of our long-time  
catechists, Peggy Dover, 
will be heading to North 
Carolina for the next  
6 months beginning the first 
week of January.  We are 
going to need a catechist to fill 

her shoes as a teaching catechist for our 11:15 a.m., 4A, 
Faith Formation class. It is a large group of 18 young  
people, and the class has very good Sunday attendance…
thank you, parents! Anyone  interested in  stepping in to 
take this class would be greatly embraced by our children’s 
ministry!  Please contact Deborah for more information. 

There are no Faith Formation classes 

this Sunday, New Year’s Day, Jan. 1. 

Classes resume next Sunday, Jan. 8! 
 

Catechists, don’t forget our annual Epiphany Coffee 
Bar and voluntary Secret Santa Gift Exchange is   
scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 8, 8:30-11:15 a.m. in the 
Dining Room. The gift exchange is strictly voluntary; 
bring a $5.00 or less gift to exchange with your fellow      
catechists if you would like to participate. Just drop it off at 
the front desk and be sure to put your name on it! 
 
It’s gonna be the social event of the       
season…#catechist dinner!  Catechists and 
aides, mark your calendars for Monday, 
Jan. 23, 7:00-9:00 p.m. for our Annual       
Appreciation Dinner! As we continue our 
“social media” theme, it’ll be an evening of 
endless selfies, as we celebrate YOU! Awards to the best 
emoticon costumes (check out Pinterest...lol). Childcare is 
first-come, first-serve but is LIMITED. Contact Sharon Bush 
at 972.298.9460 to arrange for childcare needs. RSVP to  
Deborah at (972) 298-4971, x14, no later than  
Wednesday, Jan. 18. 
 
We’re also looking for some PARENTS that would like 
to help honor our catechists by assisting with the     
dinner. Contact Deborah for more information! Confir-
mation families, this is a great service project plus you get    
dinner… :) 
 
We still have some of our emoji tote bags left!  For a $10.00 
donation, you can help purchase Bibles for our 1st Grade 
Faith Formation classes.  Pick one up at the front desk. 
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Adult & Family Ministry 

For information about any of our Adult & Family Ministry programs, please Email: 
Richard Johnson: richardjohnson@holyspiritcc.org 

Veronica Houston: veronicahouston@holyspiritcc.org 

Community Life Ministry 

Outreach Ministry 

Sunday Morning Food and Fellowship 
 
Today:  New Year Holiday 
 
Next Sunday, Jan. 8:  Coffee & Donuts 
Join us in the Gym for a sweet treat! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy New Year! 
From Your Community Life Commission 

All 3 classes—more info and register at: 
http://www.holyspiritcatholic.com/adult-faith-formation 

Psalms: The School of 

Prayer.   Sundays   
 9 : 1 5 - 1 0 : 3 0  a . m .  
This 11-week video 
series featuring Jeff 
Cavins. God draws us 
into a deeply personal 
encounter with himself in 

his own school of prayer!  Facilitated by John & Anne Owen. 
Starts Jan. 8.  Online registration. 

33 Days to Merciful Love.  This  

6-week video series. Fr. Michael 
Gaitley prepares us for Consecration 
to Divine Mercy through the “Little 
Way” of St. Thérèse of Lisieux. 
Tuesdays 7:00-9:00 p.m., facilitated 
by Kathy Johnson. Starts Jan. 10. 
Online registration. Register today in 
order for books to arrive for first class! 

Introduction to the Bible!!!   
A 7-week series for both 
newcomers and experienced 
Bible students. Mondays 9:15-
11:15 a.m., facilitated by Angela 
Harris.  Starts Jan. 23. Online 
registration, or forms in narthex 
and Community Center. 

Making New Year’s Resolutions?  
 
Have you thought about learning 
more about our Catholic faith? 
Growing closer to our Lord? 
Making new friends here at Holy 
Spirit? Encouraging others who 
want to do the same?   
 
Come join an adult class! Three 
new classes start this month. 

Exercise Class will not meet Monday, Jan. 2.  Classes 
will resume Wednesday, Jan. 4.  
  
ESL Classes will not meet Tuesday, Jan. 3.  Classes will 
resume Thursday, Jan. 5.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please plan to attend the Right to Life Events coming 
up in January: 
 

2017 Roe Memorial Mass 
Friday, Jan. 13   
7:00 p.m.    St. Monica Parish, Dallas 
 
North Texas March for Life in Dallas 
Saturday, Jan. 14 
10:00 a.m.   YOUTH RALLY at St. Jude Chapel 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Vigil outside Dallas abortion  
                    facility 
12:30 p.m.   Rose Procession at Dallas City Hall  
                    & March for Life 
 
For more information: www.prolifedallas.org  

 
Food Basket and Angel Tree Thank you to all who  
donated food and gifts, helped to sort items, and helped to 
distribute holiday food & gifts. Dinners were provided for 65 
families and clothing and toys given to 188 children in 
need this Christmas! 


