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Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.  
 
 

 
Wednesday 6:00 p.m.  
Saturday                     3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
WELCOME! 

We invite you to become 

a member, by registering 

at the Welcome Table in 

the Narthex after Mass, 

or by visiting the Parish 

Office!  

————————————- 

Parish Office Hours:  

Monday - Thursday:  

9:00 a.m. -12:00 Noon  

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Friday:  

9:00 a.m. -12:00 Noon  

————————————- 

Please contact the  

following staff members  

for questions about:  
 

Becoming Catholic: 

Lindee Greer, x43  
 

Baptism &  

First Communion:  

Lisa Estrada, x12  
 

Confirmation:  

Devyn Buschow, x16  
 

Funerals:  

Please contact Funeral  

Home or Parish Office  

 

Holy Spirit Mission Statement  

We, the Family of Faith at Holy Spirit, proclaim that by our Baptism we share in Christ’s 
mission as Priest, Prophet and King. We recognize our responsibility to give worship to God, 
reverence to all people, respect to all creation and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
Acknowledging our own brokenness and our need to hope, we seek to be a forgiving and 
welcoming community committed to service by the sharing of life and love with all, and 
working together to make peace and justice a reality in our world. Strengthened by the 
presence of God in our lives, we undertake all of this through Our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. 
Alleluia 

A voice of one crying out in the desert: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths.” 
Mk 1:3 
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From The Pastor’s Desk 
Weekly Readings & Activities   
Sunday, Dec 10                       Is 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8 

Monday,  Dec 11           Is 35:1-10: Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday, Dec 12           Zec 2:14-17; Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday, Dec 13     Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30  

Thursday, Dec 14                    Is 41:13-20; Mt 11:11-15 

Friday, Dec 15                         Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19   

Saturday, Dec 16          Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13         

Sunday, Dec 17                      Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; 1 Thes 5:16-24;  

                                                 Jn 1:6-8, 19-28  

Have you ever done any painting?  I don’t mean the kind 
that we think of when the name Leonardo da Vinci comes to 
mind.  I just mean ordinary painting – painting a window sill 
or a chair, or even a house.   Well if you have ever done this 
kind of work you will know that often the most important part 
of the job is not the actual applying of the paint.  Often the 
most important part of the work is the preparation. 
 

If the surface to be painted is not properly prepared then 
you might as well forget about dipping your brush in the 
paint can.  If you go ahead and put on an unprepared 
surface, it will only last for a short time and then it will start 
peeling off or bubbling or give you some other unpleasant 
effect.  You need to either sand or clean, or scrape the 
surface so that when the time comes for the paint, it will go 
on easily and stay on.  Preparation is all important.  In fact, 
in most areas of life, preparation is very important.  If we 
skip that step it can often lead to disaster. 
 

Think of a person who has visited you several times.  Each 
of those visits was different.  Perhaps for some of those 
visits you weren’t quite ready to receive your visitor.  You 
may have been distracted with something or other and 
found yourself restless or inattentive when your friend was 
with you.  Or maybe you can remember one of those visits 
when your readiness made all the difference.  You were 
able to fully present and truly felt at one with your friend. 
 

When John the Baptist calls for a straightening of our roads, 
he is inviting us to repentance – inviting us to change 
anything in our lives that is keeping us from receiving Christ 
fully into our lives.  Repentance is the preparation that is so 
necessary for a wonderful celebration of Christmas. 
 

But it’s not an easy thing.  It just doesn’t happen on its own.  
Above all it calls for a deep honesty with ourselves.  Self-
deception is one of those things that we often hinder us 
from receiving Christ.  We seem to have lost the ability to 
deal with our guilt; denial is rampant in our world.  No one 
wants to take the blame for anything anymore. 
 

We have analyzed ourselves to death, giving excuses for 
every action of ours; shifting the blame to others, the 
environment, the Church, the government, our school 
systems, the food we eat, etc.  It’s true that our behavior is 
affected by many things, but as Christians we cannot hold 
the opinion that we have no freedom left.  We are not just a 
big bag of unconscious motives and every time we do 
something, the cause is somewhere in that bag.  That kind 
of thinking reduces us to being much less than the 
wonderful human beings that God created us to be. 
 

John did not preach condemnation but Good News – a 
message of hope.  He came to bring deliverance – 
deliverance from our own sinful tendencies. 
 

May the Lord help us as we continue to prepare our hearts 
to fully and warmly receive Christ into our waiting! 

Sunday, Dec 10  2nd Sunday of Advent  
     8:00 a.m. Holy Mass—�Francisco Martinez Jr.  
     9:00 a.m. Breakfast with St. Nicholas 
  HSCC Library (till 11:30 a.m.) 
9:15/11:15 a.m. Children’s Faith Formation/“Mornings with Mom & Dad” 
9:15/11:15 a.m. Adult Clusters 1/3 
     9:30 a.m. Holy Mass—People of Holy Spirit  
   10:30 a.m. Choir Practice 
   11:30 a.m. Holy Mass—�Frank Lanza  
   12:30 p.m. Parish “V Encuentro” Retreat Conclusion 
     5:30 p.m. Holy Mass—Intentions of Frances Cormier 
     6:30 p.m. Youth Ministry Classes 
Monday, Dec 11 St. DamasusI 
     8:30 a.m. Holy Mass—�Peregrino Baptista  
     7:00 p.m.       Young Adults “Elevation” 
Tuesday, Dec 12  Our Lady of Guadalupe 
     9:30 a.m. Women’s Spirituality 
     1:00 p.m. Women’s Spirituality 
     6:30 p.m. K of C 1st Degree Team Installation 
     7:00 p.m. Holy Mass—Intentions of Valeria & Victor Zaragoza  
     Wednesday, Dec 13  St. Lucy 
     8:30 a.m.  Holy Mass—�Jim Flusche  
     9:30 a.m. Legion of Mary 
       Low Impact Exercise 
     6:00 p.m  Confessions 
  Family Prayer Group/ HSCC Library Hour 
     6:30 p.m. Team Spirit 
     7:00 p.m. “Bible Timeline” Class 
  Liturgy Commission Meeting 
Thursday, Dec 14 St. John of the Cross   
     8:30 a.m. Holy Mass—�Tom Conway  
     7:30 p.m. K of C 4th Degree Meeting 
     7:35 p.m. Choir Practice  
Friday, Dec 15   
     8:30 a.m. Holy Mass—�Tom Conway  
     9:00 a.m. Holy Hour 
Saturday, Dec 16  Simbang Gabi   
     6:00 a.m. Holy Mass—Intentions of Patrick Mancenido 
   10:30 a.m. Children & Youth Choir Rehearsal 
     1:00 p.m. Rehearsal for 5:30 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 
     1:00 p.m. Santa’s Christmas Workshop 
     3:30 p.m. Confessions 
     4:00 p.m. Choir Practice  
     5:30 p.m. Holy Mass—�Gregory Bieda  
     6:30 p.m. Marriage Enrichment 
Sunday, Dec 17  3rd Sunday of Advent  
     8:00 a.m. Holy Mass—People of Holy Spirit  
     9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Food & Fellowship 
  HSCC Library (till 11:30 a.m.) 
9:15/11:15 a.m. Children’s Faith Formation 
9:15/11:15 a.m. Adult Clusters 1/3 
     9:30 a.m. Holy Mass—Intentions of Eva Garcia  
   10:30 a.m. Choir Practice 
   11:30 a.m. Holy Mass—People of Holy Spirit  
   12:00 p.m. RCIA BOW & Catechetical Session 
     2:00 p.m. South Dallas Curia-LOM 
     5:30 p.m. Holy Mass—Intentions of Ike Obinwanne 
     6:30 p.m. Youth Ministry Classes 
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Youth Ministry 

Liturgy 

Community Life Ministry 

Special Liturgy Masses During Advent 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 12—Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Mass: 7:00 p.m. (Spanish only) 
Mexican Dinner to follow Mass 
 

Saturday, Dec. 16—Simbang Gabi 
Mass: 6:00 a.m. 
Filipino breakfast to follow Mass 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve, Sunday, Dec. 24—Children’s Mass       
 (past year’s attendance:  987)   6:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve, Sunday, Dec. 24—Vigil Mass  
 (past year’s attendance: 512)   9:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day, Monday, Dec. 25—Midnight Mass 
 (past year’s attendance: 429)             12:00 a.m. 
 
Christmas Day, Monday, Dec. 25             10:00 a.m. 
 

New Year’s Eve, Sunday, Dec. 31—Vigil Mass      5:30 p.m. 
 
Solemnity of Blessed Virgin Mary, Monday, Jan. 1                    
     HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION            10:00 a.m. 
 

The Nursery WILL be open for the 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 
a.m. Sunday morning masses on Dec 24 and Dec 31 by 
using the entrance nearest the playground but will be 
CLOSED Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Years 
Eve & New Year’s Day. It will reopen for the 9:30 a.m. & 
11:30 a.m. Sunday Masses on Jan 7.   

Finances 
 

Contributions - Dec. 2 & 3 
 

 Collections, Online & Mail   $25,142.56 
 Average Weekly Expenses ($24,785.00) 

      Surplus     $     357.56  
 

 
IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER: NOW PERMANENT LAW 
  
Each IRA owner >70 ½ years may make a transfer, up to 
$100,000 per year, to a qualified charity. IRA Charitable 
Rollovers are tax-free and not included in adjusted gross 
income. An IRA Charitable Rollover may fulfill part or all of 
your required minimum distribution (RMD). To learn how 
you and Holy Spirit can benefit, contact your financial  
advisor or Ann Picha, x44 in the Parish Office. 
 

Thank you  to everyone for your continued generous sup-
port of the parish, our diocese and the global Catholic 
Church. May God bless you!!   

Our annual poinsettia sale will be December 16th-
17th! Please consider buying a poinsettia from Holy 
Spirit to help support our youth pilgrimage to the 

March for Life in Washington, DC! They are beautiful 6.5” 
plants and are only $12! We will have red, white and 
marble.   

 

Would you like some carolers to visit your 
house this year? Our teens are ready and 
excited to come sing on your stoop!  We will 
be out-and-about in Duncanville and Cedar 

Hill Friday, December 22nd. 
ContactDevynBuschow@holyspiritcc.org if you would like 
them to stop by your house!  (Donations not required but 
greatly appreciated!) 
 

Thank you to all of the teens who helped with the Breakfast 
with St. Nick and living Nativity activities this morning!  St. 
Nicholas has heard you have been good. Leave your shoes 
outside your classroom doors today… he might be stopping 
by!  

Sunday Morning Food and Fellowship 
Today:  Breakfast with St. Nick 
Join us in the Gym for this annual celebration.  Don’t forget 
to bring your new toy or cash donation per person for the 
price of your breakfast. 
 

Next Sunday, Dec. 17:  Tamales by CDA 
Our final Sunday for holiday tamales.  If you placed an 
order last month, don’t forget to stop by and claim your 
order. 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass & 
Celebration 
Tuesday, Dec. 12  -  7:00pm mass with 
Dinner following ($3 per person) 
 

Join us for our annual Celebration of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe.  See the flyer in today’s bulletin 
for more info. 
 

 

Simbang Gabi Mass & Breakfast 
Saturday, Dec. 16  -  6:00 a.m. mass 

Followed by a Filipino Breakfast in the Gym.  
Everyone is welcome to this joyous 
celebration. 

Altar Flowers & Mass Intentions:  
 

Altar Flowers this week were donated in memory of 

ɫErnest T. Lopez by Mary Lindsey. 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week in 

memory of  ɫThomas Conway by Ricky Conway. 
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Join us this Sunday for our annual Children’s       
Christmas event, Breakfast with St. Nicholas! Enjoy a 
delicious breakfast, courtesy of the Knights of Columbus, 
musical performance by the children’s & youth Christmas 
choir and there might even be a visit from St. Nicholas    
himself! Admission to breakfast - PER PERSON - is a new 
child’s toy, which will be donated to Brighter Tomorrows, 
one of Dallas County’s largest women’s shelters. But, if you 
forget your toy, a  monetary donation, per person, will be 
taken in lieu of. All cash donations go to Brighter            
Tomorrows. This event is open to the entire parish….not 
just Faith Formation. So grab your grandchildren, nieces 
& nephews and join us for a wonderful Christmas event! 

 

Our Christmas Holiday break schedule is as  
follows:  no class on Sunday, December 24 or 
Sunday, December 31.  We return to our normal 
schedule on Sunday, January 7, 2018! 
 

With the much anticipated release of the new 
Star Wars movie on December 15,  plus being 
that our Children’s Faith Formation theme this 
year is “May His Force Be With You!” we are 
asking for your help.  We will be celebrating and 
honoring our catechists on January 22, 2018, at 
our Annual Catechist Appreciation Dinner.  Naturally, our 
dinner décor, anniversary gifts and special prizes will     
revolve around our Star Wars theme.  If you would like to 
help us celebrate this wonderful catechetical team of men, 
women and teens, while you’re out and about shopping this 
holiday season (and afterwards at all those fantastic     
clearance sales!) and would like to pick up some Star Wars 
items to donate to our cause, we would so greatly          
appreciate it!  If you would like more information about our 
Catechist Appreciation Dinner, please contact Princess 
Leia, aka, Deborah. 
 

SACRAMENTS & SUCH…. 
· If you missed the Reconciliation Parent/Student 

session this past Sunday, December 3, please    
contact Lisa, extension 12, in regards to continued  
sacrament preparation eligibility. 

· Sacrament preparation meetings will resume after 
the start of the new year in January, 2018.   

This is the last weekend to register for our Santa’s 
Christmas Workshop! If you’re one of the lucky ones 
and have tickets to the new Star Wars movie and need a 
safe, fun place for your kiddos to hang out or you’re trying 
to squeeze in some last minute Christmas shopping (or 
need to start!) then look no further! Children’s Faith 
Formation and Holy Spirit’s Nursery Staff are offering four 
hours of fun and excitement for children ages 1-12 at 
Santa’s Christmas Workshop...An Afternoon Out for 
Parents! Our workshop will include crafts, snacks, 
games & more crafts!  

 

Saturday, December 16, 2017 
1—5 p.m. 

$10.00 per child 
up to a maximum of $30.00 

for three or more 
(seriously, that’s $2.50 per hour for childcare….) 

 

However, preregistration is required; walk-ins or late  
registrations will not be accepted to ensure adequate 
staffing needs according to diocesan safe environment 
requirements. Nursery reservations (ages 1-4) are limited 
and accepted on a first-come, first served basis.  Pick up a 
registration form at the Community Center front desk. 
Registration deadline is Monday, December 11.  We 
must have at least 20 families signed up to make this 
event a go! 
 

And, if you would like to volunteer to help, contact Deborah 
at 972.298.4971, ext. 14, for more info! 
 

PreK 3 “Mornings with Mom & Dad” are THIS Sunday, 
December 10 at your child’s regular Faith Formation 
time in their PreK 3 CLASSROOM.  Mom & Dad, plan on 
joining your child for some one-on-one time and 
experience what they are learning in their Faith Formation 
class. Because we are in the actual classroom for this 
session, space is limited to mom and dad.  Be sure to 
utilize our wonderful nursery for siblings! 
 

This is the last of our Mornings with Mom & Dad 
sessions for 2017!  We kick off the 2018 sessions in 
late January with 3rd Grade!  

An Afternoon Out For Parents! 










