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A question oftentimes asked by our ACTS members is, “How may I be involved in ACTS after my retreat?”    We have 

lots of opportunities for you.  Whenever we launch the planning for a retreat, we will ask you if you wish to serve on 

Team.   If you are unable, you will also be provided a ‘sign-up genius’ through email for an opportunity to volunteer at 

‘send off’, ‘candlelight’ and/or the ‘return Sunday reception’ for food donations, set up and clean-up.  In addition, we 

occasionally have fundraisers and other events to support ACTS scholarships and community activities.  Our Social 

Coordinator will be in touch asking for volunteers to assist.  Our Spiritual Coordinators will hold one or two ‘renewal’ 

sessions throughout the year.  The women also engage monthly for a social dinner.  This year, the Year of Mercy, will 

provide you access to guest speakers, so watch this newsletter and/or the church bulletin.   In addition, you will be 

notified of any ACTS leadership training opportunities provided in the area by Dallas Chapter of ACTS Missions.  We have 

a number of Small Church Communities (SCC’s) which you may elect to be a part or start one of your own.  This 

newsletter highlights an SCC every month. 

Other questions are:  “How do I serve as a retreat director?” and “How can I serve on the Core team?”  The 

qualification for serving as a retreat director is to have previously served on two retreat Teams.  To be on the Core team, 

you must have previously served on one retreat Team.  In both cases, the existing Core team, reviews the list of eligible 

candidates, and then discerns potential candidates to serve. These candidates are placed in a box.  The Core team prays 

to the Holy Spirit before names are drawn.  The Core facilitator contacts the candidates in the order drawn until 

acceptance is reached.  Please note that the term for being on the Core team is three years, and the twelve members 

are evenly divided between men and women.  Each May, four members leave, and four new members come on board.  

This process reflects our ACTS Charter as provided by ACTS Missions in San Antonio. 

   
Upcoming Activities   

Feb. 13 – ACTS Leadership Training at St. Monica, at 9933 

Midway Rd, Dallas.  8:30 am to 4:30 pm.  Must register.  

Required for anyone considering Core or Retreat leadership. 

Feb. 16 – ACTS Women’s Dinner – Kathy  Anderson to host. 

Feb. 28 – ACTS Core discerns candidates for Core positions 

beginning in May.  Members rotate every 3 yrs. Qualification:  

Served on at least 1 Retreat Team. 

Mar. 4-5 – Dr. D’Ambrosio will provide talks on the “Holy Year 

of Mercy “.  See bulletin for timing.   

Mar. 14 – St. Therese (traveling play).   See bulletin. 

Apr. 23 (tentative)–½ day retreat- Ken Eppes, Maryknoll 

layperson – “Missioning” to the World/ Community. 

Spotlight on… 

 Brenda Garza – ACTS Sister.    

Brenda first attended her ACTS retreat back in Sept 

2013.  Prior to this, she had fallen away from the 

Catholic faith, and for about 13 years, attended mass 

very little. Upon moving to Texas in 2008, she looked at 

other denominations to see if one “fit” into her life, but 

none of them did. Then one day in 2013, her sister 

signed her up for an ACTS retreat.  Since making her 

retreat, she attends mass every Sunday, and has found 

a place to call home, with Christ.  Brenda has served on 



3 ACTS teams and was the Director of the last Women’s 

ACTS Retreat. She finds peace through reading the 

Magnificat, as it contains scripture, and at times, poetry 

from Saints. She likes to spend time with family and 

enjoys watching her nieces and nephew grow in 

faith.  In her free time, she enjoys cooking.   In the 

future, she is considering becoming a lector for Holy 

Spirit, and will continue to take an active role in ACTS. 

Favorite Prayer: Prayer of St Francis. Favorite Bible 

Verse: Proverbs 3: 5-6 Trust in the LORD with all your 

heart, on your own intelligence do not rely; In all your 

ways be mindful of him, and he will make straight your 

paths. 

Small Church Communities (SCC)  

This month, we focus on John Owen’s  group of 5 men, who 

meet on the second Thursday evening each month from 

7:00 to 9:00.   Recently, 2 more men have attended.   

These men enjoy watching and discussing Christian 

DVDs, praying the Rosary, and sharing with one another 

what is going on in their individual lives.  The group has 

recognized what a great blessing they have been to one 

another, individually and as a group.  They feel the 

Lord’s presence more each time they meet.  Their hope 

is to have more ACTS brothers take part in a small 

church community.  For more information on joining an 

SCC or starting your own, contact Paul Mora at 

paulmora4@sbcglobal.net. 

  

 

    

 

Featuring a Holy Spirit Ministry  

This month, we focus on The Knights of Columbus.  

The Knights of Columbus Council 8157 is a fraternal 

organization which assists in charitable outreach to meet the 

needs of the church universal and Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 

in particular. The guiding principles are Charity, Unity, 

Fraternity and Patriotism. This council was formed in June 

1982, by a group of 41 men from Holy Spirit. They envisioned 

forming an organization that would grow to be vital to our 

parish. Since then, this Knights of Columbus Council has 

become one of the cornerstones of our parish. The Council 

and its 250 plus members are truly in the structure of all 

activities. From cooking pancake breakfasts, “fish-frys”, 

ushering, and lecturing, and to delivering what our priests 

and other parishioners need, including financial scholarships, 

residential maintenance and repairs, they are there to help 

and provide guidance. The Knights are one of the most active 

Councils in the Dallas Diocese, and, as such, they have 

received recognition from National and State levels. 

If you are at least 18 and a practicing Catholic in Communion 

with the Holy See, you are invited to join the brotherhood of 

Knights and help our Parish community and Church. Find out 

more about them at: kofc8157.org. 

…And, in closing…  

“It is one of the most beautiful compensations of this life that 

no man can sincerely try to help another without helping 

himself.”  

                                                      Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------

For more information on the ACTS ministry at Holy Spirit, visit our website at http://holyspiritcatholic.com/acts-

retreats. 

If you do not wish to receive this monthly newsletter, please email Mary Ellen Bradshaw at 

mebradshaw.meb@gmail.com to be removed from further mailings. 

GOD BLESS YOU! 
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