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“Be merciful just as your father is merciful.” 
                                                                              Luke 6:36 

 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy 
- Admonish sinners. 
- Counsel the doubtful. 
- Bear wrongs patiently. 
- Pray for the living and the dead. 

- Instruct the uninformed. 
- Comfort the sorrowful. 
- Forgive offenses. 

 

The Corporal Works of Mercy 
- Feed the hungry. 
- Clothe the naked. 
- Visit the sick. 
- Comfort the imprisoned. 

- Give drink to the thirsty. 
- Shelter the homeless. 
- Bury the dead. 

 
 

   

Back in the days of our religious education, you may recall that these works of mercy was our Christian duty, a means of satisfying 
the temporal punishment due to sin.  Basically, it was being ‘like Christ’.    A fresh look at these works of mercy should inspire us to 
take up their cause, not only during the Lenten season, but throughout the year ahead. 

 
 

Upcoming Activities   

Apr. 1 – First Friday - See bulletin for Adoration services. 

Apr. 7 – Free workshop for Those Assisting Adults on Their 

Faith Journey at St. Monica (9:00-3:00). You can register at:  

https://www.cathdal.org/AFFeventDetails?r=HDX5ZLFJWV&s

end_to=%2Faffevents,  

 Apr. 28 – ACTS Women’s Pot Luck Dinner/movie (Bella) at 

the Holy Spirit Dining Room – 6:00 pm – Watch out for e-vite! 

Postponed from April to Nov. 5 (half-day retreat- Ken Eppes, 

Maryknoll layperson – Living Beyond the Year of Mercy.) 

Spotlight on… 

Margaret Johnson – ACTS Sister.                       

“Keep Telling Your Story” 

Margaret Johnson joined our Parish last fall.  She is married 

with three children (Ben 30, Stephanie 27, and Nathan 22), 

whom she each describes as “wonderfully unique.”  She grew 

up in the Methodist church.  During her college days, she 

attended an Assembly of God church, where she met her 

husband of 36 years, Grant Johnson.  Grant is retired military, 

having served 25 years as an Active Duty Army Chaplain, 

endorsed by a non-denominational church.  Living on Army 

posts for most of those 25 years, Margaret was exposed to a 

multi-church environment, utilizing ‘shared’ facilities with the 

various religious denominations.   This enabled her to 

become familiar with many Catholics as friends and neighbors 

– all being part of a ‘military family’.  A turning point came in 

April 2013, when she was posed the question, “What do you 

know about the Catholic faith?”  Margaret’s initial response 

was negative.    But the Holy Spirit intervened by putting 

thoughts into her conscience, “Are you sure?” and “What is 

your source for this negative impression?”   This led Margaret 

to pray for a Catholic perspective on the Scriptures.    Initially, 

while reading her Bible, she pondered Hebrews 12:1.  During 

the next six months, she came across two more scriptures 

that made her pause:  Ephesians 3:15 and Hebrews 12:22-24.    

All three verses centered on having a communion of faith; a 

family of saints.  This sparked her interest to begin looking at 

primary sources on line.  She particularly liked the Youth 

Catechism Book (YOUCAT)’s Q&A format, which perfectly 
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supports preparation for Confirmation.  She discussed the 

Immaculate Conception, the Assumption, and Purgatory with 

a Catholic chaplain on the American military post in Germany.   

By summer, she was having an attitude change towards the 

Catholic religion and prayed about it.  The next morning, she 

received a call from her former college roommate, Sue, who 

had no idea that Margaret was searching and praying.  Sue 

encouraged Margaret to continue her faith journey and to 

become a prayer partner with Mary, Our Blessed Mother.  At 

that point, Margaret began reading Scott Hahn’s book, Rome 

Sweet Home.  In the book, Hahn indicated that he had been 

unable to preach on the 6th chapter of the Gospel of John,  

because it was really not part of Presbyterian 

theology…denoting the true living flesh and blood of Jesus 

Christ.  This instilled in Margaret a desire to read John 

Chapter 6 at least ten times that evening.  At this point, 

Margaret had been doing her scriptural reading alone in her 

closet as she wondered what reaction her husband, a 

Protestant minister, would have on the direction her heart 

was leading.  Once discovered, and to her delight, her 

husband was fully supportive, encouraging her to ‘come out 

of the closet!’    Margaret read several more books by Hahn, 

including The Lamb’s Supper, where she understood that 

Christ is real in the Eucharist.  Margaret felt the power of the 

Holy Spirit literally washing away any misunderstanding she 

had previously about Mary, when she read Hahn’s book, Hail 

Holy Queen: the Mother of God in the Word of God, which 

left her in tears.    Margaret says that her initial ‘spark’ 

towards Catholicism was what she found in her scriptural 

studies on the Eucharist, and the ‘tipping point’ was gaining 

closeness with Mary, the Mother of God.  In October 2013, 

Margaret attended a one-day event at a Catholic prayer 

group, Community of God’s Delight, in Dallas, and felt 

incredibly blessed by that day of prayer and healing.  

Margaret attended RCIA in 2014-2015 at the Catholic parish 

on post at Ft. Hood and was confirmed into the Catholic 

Church through the Ft. Hood parish on Easter Vigil 2015.  Her 

husband Grant, as well as their two sons, fully support 

Margaret’s faith journey and attended that Easter Vigil.  In 

closing, Margaret shared that she had an opportunity to meet 

Scott Hahn in Nov. 2015, in San Antonio, as he was the 

keynote speaker at an annual assembly.  She was able to 

thank Hahn for the many books he had written that helped 

Margaret along the path.  She told Hahn, “Your words 

brought Our Lady to me.”  His response (with a broad smile) 

was, “Keep Telling Your Story.” 

Featuring a Holy Spirit Ministry  

This month, we focus on the Extraordinary Minister’s (EM’s) 

to the Sick and Homebound and the Ministry of Consolation 

(M of C). 

Holy Spirit has 63 Volunteers, who administer to the sick 

at Methodist Charlton Hospital and nursing homes and to 

those who are homebound.  They draw upon prayer and 

personal life experience to bring peace to those struggling 

with grief.   While Mary Flusche is involved in the scheduling 

and training of the Volunteers, she is quick to acknowledge 

that this is really God’s ministry, and it is a gift to our 

Parish.  EM’s to the Sick and Homebound has been active for 

the past 40 years.  About 18 months ago, they branched out 

to include the Ministry of Consolation, which has made 35 

visits thus far since establishment.    Mary shares that each 

case is different as, oftentimes, families are scattered 

geographically and have different circumstances and 

requirements.   She asks that we pray for these ministers, 

who so lovingly dedicate their time and devotion.  And, most 

importantly, she asks that we pray for those sick and grieving 

people who need our support.  Mary conducts a 4-hr. training 

session with each new EM or Companion and provides 3 

weeks of additional on-the-job training.  The Diocese of Dallas 

provides training to the M of C’s at Holy Spirit, which is the 

Diocese’s southern hub.  Near-term training dates for M of C 

are Oct. 15, Oct. 29 and Nov. 12 (8:30 am – 3:30 pm).  For 

further information, Mary can be contacted at 972-223-8785 

and at JMFLUSCHE@SBCglobal.net 

And, in closing…  

“Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time we shall 

reap our harvest, if we do not give up.”  

- Galatians 6:9

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------

For more information on the ACTS ministry at Holy Spirit, visit our website at http://holyspiritcatholic.com/acts-

retreats. 

If you do not wish to receive this monthly newsletter, please email Mary Ellen Bradshaw at 

mebradshaw.meb@gmail.com to be removed from further mailings. 

GOD BLESS YOU! 
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