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Dear Father Barone and Our Lady of the Mountains Parishioners,
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.
 
Congratulations on the progress you have made thus far in your capital campaign. 
This initiative is a sign of your growth and health as a community of faith, a sign 
clearly reflecting the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
As you continue your efforts to build a new church and revitalize the church 
property, please be assured of my support and prayers. May Almighty God 
bless you.
 
Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus,

Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis
Bishop of Charlotte

Dear Friend in Christ,

“Now when the king [David] dwelt in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all 
his enemies…, the king said to Nathan the prophet, ‘See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, 
but the ark of God dwells in a tent.’ And Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that is in your 
heart; for the Lord is with you.’” (2 Sam 7:1-2)

A millennium before Christ, King David was inspired to build the Temple where 
God could dwell among men. His vision was ambitious as he desired the building 
to reflect the grandeur of God and His closeness to His people. We, too, share 
King David’s vision of an inspiring building that reflects the meeting of the human 
with the divine. Further, given the demographics of Highlands, we possess a rare 
opportunity to bring to fruition a truly magnificent and inspiring spiritual home. 
I believe our door of opportunity is our current capital campaign. Through this 
opportunity we have the ability to provide inspiration and to secure the ministry of 
our community for generations to come. This brochure introduces you to our vision 
and the door of opportunity to which God invites us to enter.

Please take the time to study this brochure. As you do, begin to pray, “Lord, 
what do You want to do through me – to accomplish Your will – for Our Lady of 
the Mountains.”  Pray that God will give you clarity about His will for you and 
your family. Pray that you will come to know how you can take advantage of this 
opportunity to invest yourself in something eternal here at OLM. Then, in faith, 
follow His leadership.

May God bless us as we begin together this season of prayer and reflection. This 
brochure will assist you in your spiritual journey.  It will be exciting to discover the 
great things God has in store for us as we enter a new door of great opportunity.  

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Father Jason K. Barone
Parochial Administrator

Most Reverend 
Peter J. Jugis

Bishop of Charlotte

Rev. Father Jason K. Barone
Parochial Administrator
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Dear Friends, 

A group of Our Lady of the Mountains parishioners recently came together and, as a result 
of a series of meetings, developed a plan to revitalize our church and parish. The lynchpin of 
this plan is to build a church that reflects God’s glory and the spiritual commitment of our 
community. 

However, replacing our aging physical plant is not our only priority. Another goal is to 
simultaneously strengthen our Catholic community through fellowship and good works. 
Thus, there are initiatives to re-energize our Women’s and Men’s Groups, to obtain updated 
contact information on our parishioners, and to give a portion of our offertory to those less 
fortunate than ourselves. 

The “Building a Beacon of Catholic Faith” Capital Campaign is too large for any one of us. 
It is too large for all of us put together. No campaign, however, is too big for God. So the 
challenge for all of us is to understand God’s will for our lives and to act upon His will with 
faith and dedication. 

We are humbled by how God has blessed our parish. We believe that there are even greater 
blessings to come and invite all parishioners, be you full time, seasonal, or occasional visitors, 
to join us in this exciting journey!

Yours in Christ, 

David Goodrow and Greg Thompson 
Co-Chairs, Building a Beacon of Catholic Faith Capital Campaign

David Goodrow
Campaign Co-Chair

Greg Thompson
Campaign Co-Chair

OU R V I SION
“To become a beacon of 

Catholic faith on the plateau 
by giving due glory to God and 
greater love to our neighbors.” 

OU R M I S SION

“To walk humbly in God’s 
presence through prayer and 
service as a loving Catholic 
community dedicated to the 

redemptive work of 
Jesus Christ.” 
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Our Lady of the Mountains: 
From a noble past to a desired future! 

Over 90 years ago a quaint Catholic mission was 
established on a plateau in the mountains of western 
North Carolina. Today we know that mission as Our 
Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church, now a vibrant 
faith community in the popular resort town of Highlands. 

We also know it as a mission that is being re-energized 
through an exciting Strategic Plan developed by 
parishioners under the leadership of Parochial 
Administrator Father Jason Barone. Work on the plan was 
launched in January 2022, and significant progress already 
has been made! Vision and mission statements were 
written, and strategic objectives identified to rejuvenate 
our worship community. 

Our Lady of the Mountains’ noble past

The story of Our Lady of the Mountains began in the 
1930’s when priests from Waynesville, NC, offered Mass 
in Highlands every other week in the school auditorium 
or the Highlands Playhouse. Bishop Vincent Waters 
of the Diocese of Raleigh purchased 2.5 acres of land 
on 5th Street in Highlands to establish Our Lady of 
the Mountain's Mission, and in 1950, built the current 
church. It served 35 families year-round and 45 families 
seasonally. 

As Highlands’ popularity grew, so did Our Lady of the 
Mountains! Between 1986 and 1990, a two-story wing 
was added to the church that doubled its seating capacity 
and provided a lower-level parish hall. A rectory and 
a retreat cottage also were built. For the next 32 years, 
however, the mission’s campus remained unchanged except 
for the construction of a 21-niche columbarium in 2021. 

Today, Our Lady of the Mountains serves over 325 
families, full-time or seasonally, plus countless visitors 
attracted to the Highlands community year-round. Our 
desire is to make long-needed improvements that will 
benefit all who worship with us!  

Our Lady of the Mountains’ desired future begins 
with building a new church!

Now over 70 years old, our current church structure is 
showing its age and limitations. In fact, our facilities have 
become a barrier to Our Lady of the Mountains being 
the parish family we aspire to be in light of our vision and 
mission. The need is urgent, the time is right, and we are 
ready to move forward!

So how would building a new church benefit us as 
Catholics on the plateau? First, our current sanctuary 
does little to unify us as fellow worshipers. Physically 
and visually the congregation is split in two. Half of 
the church faces the altar, and the other half faces the 
tabernacle and crucifix, all of which should be a central 
focus when Mass is celebrated. 

With no appropriate place to gather before and after 
Mass, how do we get to know one another and build 
relationships that are the foundation of “a loving Catholic 
community”? Suitable space is needed for parishioner 
interactions outside the sanctuary itself, where others may 
seek silence to pray.

The church, the body of Christ, is the people who come 
to Our Lady of the Mountains to be spirituality fed and 
encouraged. There is so much more we can do for one 
another, and for the Highlands community at large, if we 
eliminate our facility challenges. Here is our plan for doing so!

Welcome to our “Building a Beacon of 
Catholic Faith” Capital Campaign!

In the “Building a Beacon of Catholic Faith” Capital 
Campaign, our desire is to establish a beautiful church 
campus for all who worship at Our Lady of the Mountains 
now and for the future generations of Catholics to come. 
Importantly, we also believe that by building a new 
church together we will create a deeper sense of shared 
faith and fellowship among all who seek God here. With 
a successful capital campaign, we will build a stunning 
worship space in which to glorify God, minister to each 
other as brothers and sisters in Christ, and find inspiration 
for shaping a blessed and bright future for Our Lady of 
the Mountains! 
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The new church we propose will meet 
the needs of Our Lady of the Mountains’ 
parishioners and visitors well into the 
coming decades. The church structure of 
approximately 9,000 square feet would 
provide:

• a beautiful and comfortable church for 
celebrating Mass and the Sacraments

• seating for approximately 300 people

• a narthex for fellowship before and after 
Mass and for use as a cry room 

• dedicated spaces for the confessional, 
Baptismal font, sacristy, and vestry for 
the priest and altar servers

• a choir loft for singers and musicians, 
as well as the organ, piano, and other 
instruments

• restrooms that are fully accessible and 
appropriately located.

The church is designed in the baroque style, 
and for good reason. Baroque design hearkens 
back to a specific momentous time in Catholic 
Church history. After years of scandal and 
corruption during the Renaissance that led to the 
Reformation and disunity within the Church, 
the Holy Spirit brought about authentic renewal 
during the “baroque” period. That renewal, led by 
the holiness of new saints, was reflected in the arts 
and architecture. Baroque, therefore, represents 
renewal from decay, or a phoenix rising from the 
ashes—a sign we desperately need today! 

A precious gem of ecclesiastical architecture, 
baroque design is making a return in popularity. 
Our Lady of the Mountains has the opportunity 
to provide parishioners a beautiful building 
that exhibits the timeless grace of this period 
of church architecture to people within and 
beyond Highlands. Rich in traditional religious 
symbolism, the new church will manifest God’s 
glory and inspire a deeper reverence for the Mass 
and the Sacraments, embodying the good, the 
true, and the beautiful of our Catholic faith!
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“Holy Spirit, what do You want to do through me in 
Building a Beacon of Catholic Faith on the plateau?”

SI T E PL A N

Our Lady of the Mountains is blessed to own, debt-free, its highly desirable 2.5-acre campus in downtown 
Highlands. It provides an ideal site for the new church, as well as room for future construction of a parish hall 
and office facility.

With its traditional rectangular floorplan, the sanctuary of the new church will allow all worshipers to
direct their focus simultaneously on the High Altar, the tabernacle, and the crucifix.

P RELIMINARY FLO ORP LAN

Future
Construction

NOT IN SCOPE

Future
Construction

NOT IN SCOPE
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We are financially strong and determined to build!
As we anticipate beginning the Building a Beacon of Catholic Faith Capital 
Campaign, Our Lady of the Mountains is in a strong financial position. We are 
debt-free, own our current site, and have seen an increase in the monthly offertory for 
the last few years, even during the pandemic. We have the blessing of Bishop Peter 
Jugis of the Diocese of Charlotte and are working closely with diocesan staff at every 
step in the process. To assist in planning a successful campaign, we engaged Kucia 
Consulting, a firm that has assisted many parishes in North Carolina with such capital 
projects. 

The diocese’s Development Office and Kucia Consulting studied the feasibility of 
conducting a capital campaign at this time. They determined that Our Lady of the 
Mountains, though small, has a robust history of giving that could support building 
a $5 million basic church structure. But what we hope to raise would enable us to 
build so much more! A campaign that generates between $7.5 million and $10 million 
would fund the construction of an extraordinary temple for God that truly reflects 
His glory and is an inspiration in our community and beyond. 

Are we capable of conducting such a campaign? We believe we are, for with God’s 
help and the generosity of everyone who finds a spiritual home at Our Lady of the 
Mountains, all things are possible!

We Need Your Prayerful Generosity
All families or individual parishioners will be asked to make an investment in Our 
Lady of the Mountains’ Capital Campaign. Not every family can invest the same 
amount, but we all can give sacrificially. Those who are able to make significant 
investments will be asked to step forward and become leaders of our campaign, but 
each of us will be asked to do our part. May our generosity reflect our gratitude for 
the gifts God has given us. 

The people behind the Building a Beacon of Catholic Faith Capital Campaign feel 
called by God to do this work. We hope your prayerful consideration of what we have 
proposed will instill in you the same heart for this historic endeavor that we feel.

It may be a challenge to raise the funds we need, but we would not have embarked on 
this venture if we did not have faith in our community! 

In gratitude…
Thank you in advance for your prayers and financial support of this capital campaign, 
the first at Our Lady of the Mountains in over 30 years. May this be a time to thank 
God in a real way for the grace and mercies He continually showers upon us. And may 
He bless our efforts, so our work brings to reality a beautiful new church for all who 
worship here now and in the years to come. 

The generosity of the family of Our Lady of the Mountains will determine exactly 
what we will build, and when, but we will build as a result of our Building a Beacon of 
Catholic Faith Campaign!

“Holy Spirit, what do You want to do through me in 
Building a Beacon of Catholic Faith on the plateau?”
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OUR LADY of the MOUNTAINS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

828.526.2418
olmhighlands.com

315 North Fifth Street
Highlands, NC 28741


