
Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church 
315 North Fifth Street, Highlands, North Carolina 28741 

MASS SCHEDULE 
       Seasonal Schedule 

  Saturday Vigil Mass  4:00 p.m. (May 27-Oct 28, 2023) 
  Sunday Mass   11:00 a. m. 
  Weekdays  Tuesday Latin Mass 9:30 a.m. 
     Thursday English Mass 9:30 a.m.  
         Winter Schedule 

  Sunday Mass   11:00 a.m. 
  Weekdays  Tuesday Latin Mass 9:30 a.m. 
     Thursday 9:30 a.m.  

 

Sacrament of Confession 
15 minutes before Masses or by appointment 

 
Parochial Administrator—Rev. Fr. Jason Barone 

Mission Secretary– Lori McCarley 
Sacristan—Mary Dodge 

Mission Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

                                Office: 828-526-2418                                                        Website: www.olmhighlands.com 

                  Email: olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org          Sacramental Emergency: 828-634-1377 



 The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 8, 2023 

Parish Calendar 
 Friday, January 6 
  Office & Church Closed 
 Saturday, January 7 
  Funeral Mass for Sue Schulte 11:00am 
  Office & Church Closed  
 Sunday, January 8 
  Confessions 10:45am 
  Mass 11:00am  
  Food and Fellowship—Coffee and Donuts 
 Monday, January 9 
  Office and Church Closed 
 Tuesday, January 10 
  Office and Church open 9m-3pm 
  Confessions 9:15am 
  Latin Mass 9:30am 
 Wednesday,  January 11 
  Office and Church open 9m-3pm 
 Thursday, January 12 
  Office and Church open 9m-3pm 
  Confessions 9:15am 
  Mass 9:30am 
 Friday, January 13 
  Office and Church Closed 
 Saturday, January 14 
  Office and Church Closed 
 Sunday, January 15 
  Confessions 10:45am 
  Mass 11:00am  
  Food and Fellowship—Ham with sides 

Our vision is to become a beacon of Catholic faith on the plateau by giving  due glory to God  

and greater love to our neighbors. 

Our mission is to walk humbly in God’s presence through prayer and service as a loving  

                                  Catholic community dedicated to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

Date Mass Intention/Requested by 

1/8/23 Sung English Mass Steve Fox+ 
By Sharon Fox 

1/10/23 Low Latin Mass Joe+ and Eileen Sledge 
By Joe and Karen Sledge 

1/12/23 Low English Mass Ellen Carter+ 
By Ellen Nolan 

1/15/23 Sung English Mass Steve Fox+ 
By Betsie & Harold Welch 

1/17/23 Low Latin Mass Joe+ and Eileen Sledge 
By Joe and Karen Sledge 

1/19/23 Low English Mass Bob and Becky Fisher 
By DeDe Austin 

OLM Women’s and Men’s Club Update  

1/8      Sunday Food and Fellowship—Coffee and Donuts 
1/15    Sunday Food and Fellowship—Ham with Sides 
1/22    Sunday Food and Fellowship—Coffee and Donuts 
1/29    Sunday Food and Fellowship—Men’s Club Breakfast 
2/5      Sunday Food and Fellowship—Coffee and Donuts 

Epiphany of the Lord 

January 8, 2023 

     Isaiah 60:1-6       Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

        Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13               Matthew 2:2 

 

Offertory Envelopes 

Do want a box with your          
name on it?  

Send an email to the office as we will be ordering 
soon for the next season. Deadline 1/12 

St. Hilary 
Feast Day January 13 
Patron of Snake Bites 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Hilary of Poitiers was not only the bishop of Poitiers, but 
also a doctor of the Church. The title doctor of the Church is 
given to individuals who have provided important contribu-

tions to theology and doctrine. Sometimes called “the Ham-
mer of the Arians,” St. Hilary lived in the first half of the 

fourth century (circa 310 – 367 A.D.) 

Mass Key 
Low Mass: little/no singing and no incense.  
Sung Mass: hymns and moderate chanting and may have some incense. 
Solemn Mass: hymns, heavy chanting, and incense. 

Make Giving Easier! 

Please consider making your offertory gift online.  

Visit our website at www.OLMhighlands.com  

Or Click here 

Liturgical Schedule 

Mass 
Date 

Offertory MTD 
Online  
Giving 

Attendance 

Dec 24, 2022 $1,367.00  126 

Dec 25, 2022 $2,721.00 $2,872.40 51 

Jan 1, 2023 $2,114.00 $1,760.60 124 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/our315261


   
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Suzette Oleksyk, Denise Cook,  Bishop Gregory Parkes, Barrett McKim, Caroline McKim, Christine Walker,  Maureen  
Pierce, 

 
MILITARY/DEPLOYED 

Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States in the military and contract workers deployed in dangerous areas. 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE SOULS OF OUR DEPARTED  
Jim and Thelma Petrone, Jef Kotzan, Adele Hopkins, Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski,  

Pat Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn, 
Lucille Devane, Carolyn Neupauer, James and Laure Walsh, Joan Hatch, Steve Fox, Lee Smith, Sue Schulte 

Father Barone’s Column 
 
The Life of Pope Benedict 
~Fr. Barone 
 

Joseph Ratzinger was born to a devout Catholic family in Bavaria on Holy Saturday in 
1927 as one of three children. His father, Joseph Sr., was a police officer and vocal in his criti-
cisms of the Nazi regime.  

While young Joseph was precocious and quickly manifested intellectual brilliance, his studies would 
be stymied by the Second World War. By the end of the war he was conscripted and manned an unarmed anti
-aircraft gun as the Germans exhausted their ammunition. He spent a few months as a POW under the Ameri-
can victors and was soon released. 
Joseph and his brother, Georg, both entered seminary that same year and were ordained together in 1951. Jo-
seph would continue his studies soon receiving a doctorate focusing on the work of St. Augustine. He would 
then pursue an academic career as a priest working as a professor at several universities for the next fifteen 
years. 

During the Second Vatican Council, Ratzinger joined his cardinal archbishop as one of the periti, or 
theological experts. Despite later having the reputation of a conservative or traditionalist, the young Father 
Ratzinger played a key role on the reformist side of the Council.  
While Ratzinger would always maintain that his theological views remained consistent, the dramatic changes 
seen in the late ‘60s, both inside and outside the Church, would give him the reputation of a conservative as 
he refused to push an ecclesiastical agenda well beyond what the Council sought. 

Following Vatican II, Ratzinger continued his professorships and academic work until he was named 
the archbishop of Munich and Freising, as well as a cardinal, in 1977 by Pope Paul VI. This dramatically new 
responsibility continued until a new pope, John Paul II, was elected and looking for a new doctrinal chief at 
the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith in 1982. For nearly a quarter century Ratzinger helmed one of 
the most important offices in the Church ensuring doctrinal fidelity. In other words, it was his job to make 
sure the message Jesus gave to the Apostles was maintained.  

As the head of CDF, Cardinal Ratzinger’s academic career had to adapt. He could no longer enjoy the 
luxury of writing books; however, his constant involvement in the intellectual life of the Church through doc-
uments, articles, and talks nonetheless made a lasting mark.  

Ongoing Donations -Highlands Food Pantry 

The OLM Ladies Club are collecting donations of toilet-
ry items each week to support our local community 
food bank. Bins are located at each door for drop offs.  

Praying the Rosary 

All parishioners are encouraged to continue praying the 
rosary every day, and to include the prayer, “Lord, what 
do you want to do, through me, for our parish?” in your 

daily devotions. Please also continue to pray for the  
success of Building a Beacon of Catholic Faith.  

Fr. Barone’s door is always open. If you’d like to schedule an appoint-
ment, don’t hesitate to call the office. 828-526-2418 

2nd Collection  

Next Weekend—January 15th 

Combined Mission Collection 

To benefit:  

 

 

 

 



Capital Campaign Nuts and Bolts 

Www.olmhighlands.com 

Thank you to everyone who has pledged a sacrificial amount to our campaign. It’s not too late to make 

your pledge. You may make your pledge to Building a Beacon of Catholic Faith capital campaign either by 

dropping your commitment card in the offertory basket or at the office. You may also pledge online on our 

website or at this Link. 

Thank you to everyone who has begun making payments to your pledge. Reminders will be sent via mail 

or email but, you may make a payment at anytime. Payments can be made via mail, or by dropping it off in 

the offertory basket or at the office. Notate capital campaign in the memo line. You may also pay online by 

using your Parish Soft   Offering account or create an account at this Link. 

Weekend Ministry Schedule 

Epiphany of the Lord 

January 8, 2023 

Ushers 

Janet Prescher / Jim Schulte 

Tom and Rose Hill 

 

Lector 

Ellen Nolan 

Baby Bottle Campaign 

Bottles are due back this Sunday,  

January 8th.  

Drop them in the offertory basket or give to 
either Lori or Carrie.  

Thank you for supporting  

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Center  

Using holy water in your everyday life 
 
1. Bless yourself. This suggestion is obvious, but if we are only blessing ourselves with holy water on Sunday, then aren’t we miss-
ing out on the rest of the week?  You can never have too much grace or blessing in your life.  Use holy water daily.  Keeping a holy 
water font in the home is a great idea so that you, your family, and guests can be blessed in the comings and goings from your 
home.  Keep the font right by the front door to ensure you never leave home without it. 
2. Bless your house.  If you haven’t taken the time to bless your house with holy water, then no time is better than the pre-
sent.  Your home is the domestic Church and is in need of spiritual protection.  You can sprinkle holy water in your home yourself, or 
have a priest formally bless your home using holy water as part of the house blessing ceremony. 
3. Bless your family. Use holy water to pray and make the Sign of the Cross over your spouse and children before they go to sleep 
at night. Bonding the family to each other and to God in this way is a great family tradition to adopt. Keep a holy water bottle by the 
bedside for this purpose. 
4. Bless your workspace. If you work outside of the home, sprinkling your workspace with holy water is a great idea, not only for 
spiritual protection on the work front, but also as to sanctify your daily work for the glory of God. 
5. Bless your car. The car is probably the most dangerous place where you spend a significant amount of time each day. Never 
underestimate the power of holy water applied to your vehicle to keep you safe from harm's way, when used in faith and trust in God. 
In fact, you can also have a priest bless your car with holy water. 
6. Bless your vegetable garden. It was a common practice in the Middle Ages for people to sprinkle their vegetable gardens with 
holy water.  In times when people were very dependent on crops for their livelihood, lack of rain or early frosts could be devastating. 
Using holy water to bless and sanctify the plants that would be used for the family's sustenance showed their reliance on God's 
grace. 
7. Bless the sick.  If you know of any sick friends or family, then blessing them with holy water probably counts as a corporeal and a 
spiritual work of mercy.  If you visit the sick in a hospital or nursing home, bless their living space with holy water and leave a holy 
water bottle with them as a comfort in their time of need. 
8. Bless your pets. Many parishes on the feast of St. Francis of Assisi have a rite of blessing for pets. Pets are loved companions 
for individuals and families and often provide a great service to them, and even these can be blessed with holy water because all 
creation has the end of giving glory to God. This also applies to livestock and farm animals that provide labor, livelihood, and nour-
ishment to humans. 
 
A simple prayer to say when using holy water: 
“By this holy water and by Your Precious Blood, wash away all my sins, O Lord. Amen.” 

 

From www.CatholicCompany.com 

https://olmhighlands.com/commitment-card
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/our315261
https://www.catholiccompany.com/holy-water-bottles-fonts-c787/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/holy-water-bottles-fonts-c787/
https://youtu.be/5qn0i5qk-0s
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=1187

