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The next three sacraments we will look at, Baptism, Eucharist and 

Confirmation, are considered the Sacraments of Initiation.  Together, 

these three events open up in our lives the mystery of God’s love for 

us in Jesus Christ. 

 
This week, Baptism. 

 
Baptism is the first Sacrament by which God, through the working 

of the Holy Spirit, closes the gap between humanity and God 

opened up by the sin of Adam and Eve. 

 
In Baptism, we are “immersed” in water only to rise up out of the 

water to new life, forgiven and freed from the death-grip of sin.   

 
In Baptism, we are indelibly marked in the name of the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit.  Thus sealed, the Christian can never be 

baptized again. 

 
In Baptism, we are anointed with the oil of Chrism to be a “priest” 

who offers right praise to God, particularly at Mass; a “prophet” who 

proclaims God’s message of love to others, and a “king” who is a 

humble servant leading others to Christ. 

 
In Baptism, we enter into a personal relationship with God as his 

child, with Jesus Christ as his sibling and with the Holy Spirit as his 

Temple.   

 
In Baptism, we are joined to the Mystical Body of Christ, the family 

of faith, his Church, and grafted as a branch onto Jesus the vine. 

 
In Baptism, we pass through the gate that gives us access to the 

other six sacraments. 



 

John baptized with water for the forgiveness of sins.  When he 

hesitated to baptize Jesus whom he recognized as the Lamb of 

God, Jesus insisted, “Let it be so now.…”  The heavens opened up, 

the Spirit descended upon him and God affirmed, “This is my 

beloved son with whom I am well pleased.”   

 
Now, in Baptism, the Priest or Deacon, acting in the person of 

Christ, uses water, oil and the very distinctive words, “I baptize you in 

the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit” and the heavens 

open up, the Spirit comes upon us.  Transformed, we forever walk 

under open heavens. 

  
Next time, Eucharist. 
 


