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At the beginning of this series, we said that Sacraments are the visible signs of 

God’s “forever covenant” with us, “He will be our God, we will be His people.”  

God is forever pursuing us.   God so loves us that He envelopes us, more 

intimately than the air we breathe. 

 

There is no more critical time for us to remember God and His love than when 

our life is disrupted by accident, disease, even at the threshold of death. 

 

When we are injured or in pain, sick or dying, we also become quite aware that 

our life is not just physical or not just spiritual.  When we are suffering physically, 

our spirituality is hurt; when we are struggling spiritually, we struggle to stay 

physically healthy.  The interconnectedness is real.   

 

So, we come to questions like: 

 What is the meaning of this disruption, my pain, my dying? 

 Does it have any purpose? 

 Why this? 

 Why now? 

 Why me? 

 

If we are facing a serious operation or frailty in our old age; seriously ill, 

physically or psychologically; in danger of death and asking ourselves why, the 

loving gift of the Sacrament of Anointing can be life-changing, if not life-saving, 

if we only let it be. 

 

For us, the Sacrament of Anointing can be our assertion to family and friends 

that disease and death need not be ultimate or even overpowering.  Anointed 

with the oil, we are strengthened by the Holy Spirit so that these no longer need 

be feared but faced, no longer need be escaped but lived through in Jesus’ 

own footsteps.  Anointed with the oil, we are forgiven and given a renewed, 

hopeful eye toward resurrection. 

 

For us, the Sacrament of Anointing can be our reminder that we are not alone 

in our suffering, that there are others who care about us in our time of need.  So 

the Liturgy of Anointing is meant to be celebrated in community. 

If you are in need, if you know someone else who is in need, if you even see the 

Anointing Liturgy beginning in the back of Church, please, please, please, draw 



you all together around Fr. John - any priest – and, together, joyfully listen to the 

words of James, the Apostle, 

 

“Is anyone among you suffering?  He should pray.   

Is anyone in good spirits?  He should sing praise.   

Is anyone among you sick?  He should summon the presbyters of the 

church and they should pray over him and anoint [him] with oil in the 

name of the Lord and the prayer of faith will save the sick person and 

the Lord will raise him up.  If he has committed any sins, he will be 

forgiven.”   Amen! 

 

Next Time: the Sacrament of Marriage. 

 

 

 

 


