
Catechetical Moment 

The Sacrament of Orders 

December 18/19, 2021 
 

The name of today’s Sacrament - “Holy Orders” - most directly refers to a 

ranking, or order, of men who have been chosen by Christ into a life-long 

relationship of service to God, to each other and to all the baptized.  We know 

that a better name of “Holy Orders” might be “Holy Service.” 

 

There are three different ranks or levels in the Order, each requiring the laying 

on of hands for the giving of the Spirit and each offered a special grace proper 

to each rank: 

1. The bishop, in the ministry of the “twelve,” has the fullness of the 

sacrament of Orders.  He is an agent of Christ and a successor of the 

apostles who teaches, rules, defends and sanctifies.  In the Lansing 

diocese, we have had 5 bishops: Albers, Zaleski, Povish, Mengling, Boyea. 

2. Priests follow in the ministry of Jewish community “elders.”  Priests remain 

as our distinguished leaders, counselors and wise men.  They are co-

workers of their bishop, preaching the Gospel and offering the Liturgy of 

Eucharistic Sacrifice.  Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht was our first pastor in 1949; Fr. 

John is our 11th pastor. 

3. Deacons, in the ministry of the “seven,” derive their name from the Greek 

diakonos, meaning servant.  Deacons are ordained to serve the bishop 

throughout their diocese, fulfilling roles of charity and justice; proclaiming, 

preaching and teaching the Good News – and whatever else a bishop or 

“elder” might need for the “mission.”  Dave is our first permanent deacon; 

please see him or Fr. John if you want to become our second. 

All three degrees of ordination confer a sacramental character, much like 

baptism and confirmation, and unite the ordained into a sacramental 

brotherhood.  The ordained are a sign that God first, through Christ, chooses 

and calls. 

 

If you recall, each one of us were anointed “priest, prophet and king” at our 

Baptism.  All the faithful share in a “common priesthood,” members of Christ the 

Priest, appointed to worship God – sharing in the priesthood of Christ. 

 

We of the common priesthood are not at all disconnected from the ordained.  

Together, we form the Body of Christ in a communion of service; all members 

are responsible for each other in solidarity.  All the ordained tend to the faithful 

in the common priesthood; we in the common priesthood tend to the 



ordained.   It is this service that unites us in an inseparable way as the Body of 

Christ, the universal Church and the service of Christ as head of the Body. 

 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 

And there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 

And there are varieties of working,  

but it is the same God who inspires them in everyone. 

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
(1 Cor 12:4-5) 

 

Next Year: A New Theme to draw us all even closer to Jesus Christ. 
 


