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“In the third month after their departure from the land of Egypt, on 

its first day, the Israelites came to the desert of Sinai….  The Lord 

called to Moses and said, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob; 

tell the Israelites: You have seen for yourselves how I treated the 

Egyptians and how I bore you up on eagles wings and brought you 

here to myself.  Therefore, if you harken to my voice and keep my 

covenant, you shall be my special possession, dearer to me than all 

other people….The people all answered together, “Everything the 

Lord has said, we will do.” 

 

After the liberating event of Exodus, during their encounter 

at Sinai, God first established His Covenant with the people 

of Israel.  Only on hearing the people’s “Everything the Lord 

has said, we will do,” does God deliver to them the Ten 

Commandments.  These Commandments express the 

implications of belonging to God, being chosen by God.  

Submitting to the Ten Commandments is both our 

acknowledgement and homage given to God and a 

worship of thanksgiving.   

 

When Jesus, the New Covenant, affirms the commandment 

of love, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all you heart and 

all your mind and all your soul.  And the second is like it, you shall love 

your neighbor as yourself,” he reveals the full meaning of those 

Ten Commandments. 



Our commitment “Everything the Lord has said, we will do,” is our 

response to God’s loving initiatives, from generation to 

generation, from  

 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” 
to, 

 “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him might not perish but might be saved 

through him.” 
 

Next Week: The First Commandment 

 

 

 

 


