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God’s first three commandments tell us how to love God 

with our whole selves.  The next seven commandments 

instruct us how to love one another as we love ourselves. 

 

The placement itself of the Fourth Commandment – at the 

top of the next seven – speaks volumes to its importance. 

 

“Honor your father and your mother, that you may have a long life in 

the land which the Lord, your God, is giving you.” 
 

From the beginning of our story, the story of Adam and Eve, 

God created us in His image.  That image is of God the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit in an unconditional, loving 

relationship.   

 

The Fourth Commandment enshrines family.  It establishes 

the family unit as the very foundation of unconditional 

loving.   

 

Family with mother, father, siblings and beyond, is the 

classroom where we learn to relate with each other, both in 

roles and responsibilities, with rights and duties.   

 

Family links generation to generation, the channel of past to 

present and on into future.   

 

In family is the first proclamation of Faith.  Examples of 

fidelity and acceptance can be witnessed.  Stories of grace 

and words of prayer can be heard.  Virtues and values can 

be shared. 

 



With the Fourth Commandment and the absolute good of 

family also come the responsibilities of the state and society 

toward each and every family.  Government, civil 

authorities and all society exist for and must be ordered 

toward protecting, defending and strengthening the family 

unit and fostering family values.  There is mutual benefit to 

be had. 

 

In the wise words of Sirach, “With your whole heart honor your 

father; your mother’s birthpangs forget not.  Remember, of these 

parents you were born; what can you give them for all they gave you?”    

Answering Sirach, we can give them our prayers every day. 

 

Next Time: The Fifth Commandment 

 

 

 
 


