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 “Thou shall not steal.” 
 

Back in Moses’ days, stealing livestock or land jeopardized 

the tight social fabric of the newly freed Hebrews and was 

clearly forbidden.   

 

Today, how things have changed!  The social fabric 

encompasses so much more stuff.  Seemingly insignificant, 

individual acts of theft can explode though our society: 

 Pirating movies or music – stealing from the artists? 

 Stealing answers off another’s test – stealing from your 

classmate? 

 Coming to work unprepared, even impaired – stealing 

from your employer? 

 Paying a prevailing wage rather that a just wage – 

stealing from your employee and his family? 

 Letting clean, tap water run while brushing your teeth – 

stealing from the next generation? 

 

In a proactive way, cultivating the virtues of: 

 Moderation in our possessions 

 Respect for other’s rights, and  

 Compassion in identifying with another’s well-being 

help us see that our own surplus, truly gifted from God, is at 

some level actually gifted for others who struggle just to live. 

 

To “Thou shall not steal,” our Church now links Seven Themes 

of Catholic Social Teaching, the weave of a more human 

social fabric: 

1. Sacredness of human life and the dignity of the human 

person are at the fo1undation of a moral society 



2. The family is the central social institution that must be 

supported and strengthened by all others 

3. Human rights required for human decency must be 

protected; in unison, responsibilities to each other, our 

families, society and the common good must be met 

4. The needs of the poor and vulnerable are our first 

priority 

5. Work has the dignity of being in collaboration with 

God’s creation and must be protected; the right to 

productive work and to organize must be respected 

6. We are one human family; we are our brothers’ and 

sisters keepers, wherever they live; we all depend on 

one another 

7. Our care for the earth is in respectful obedience of our 

Creator and a requirement of our faith; ignoring the 

current environmental challenges in not an option  

 

After Jesus, “Thou shall not steal” really means, “Love as I have 

loved you.” 

 

Next Time: The Eight Commandment. 

 

 

 
 


