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They set out at once and returned to Jerusalem 

where they found gathered together the eleven  

and those with them who were saying,  

“The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared  

to Simon!”  Then the two recounted what had  

taken place on the way and how He was made 

known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
    - Luke 24: 33-35 
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April 26, 2020 Third Sunday of Easter 

Dear Parish Family and Friends of Holy Angels Parish, 

      “The doors are locked for fear of ....” we read in last 

Sunday’s Gospel. If now were the time of the Gospel that 

fear might well be of COVID-19. The world will have 
changed in ways we cannot anticipate as a result of the 

pandemic. With so many variables to consider such as 

the physical health of the people, economy, and state 

politic, along with changes in personal and international 

diplomatic relations, and most importantly, the spiritual 

and mental health of people, no one really knows the 

end result.   

     The columns found in the bulletins from Passion 

Sunday through the Easter Season are meant to help 

each of us with our spiritual lives. The health of our 

spiritual lives contributes greatly to our overall well-

being. Some of these articles point out how important it 

is to use this pause in life as a precious time GIFTED TO 

US to help get our spiritual lives in order. A strong  
regular spiritual life will order the rest of our life after 

the Stay-At-Home orders have expired. Are we taking 

this time seriously to put our spiritual affairs in 

order?  

     I could not be more pleased and privileged to present 

to you the thought-provoking and motivating columns 

and reflections contributed by parishioners and others. 

Each contributor has been inspiring and uplifting. 

     It is a truism that Americans are a restless people, 

impatient and wanting to “just get on” with our lives, 

careers and day-to-day activities. We are doers who  

sadly define ourselves, i.e., who we are, simply and  

inadequately, by what we do. Our jobs and careers alone 

stand as our driving force in life instead of the principles 
and values by which we live and breathe. Therefore, we 

tend to place less value on our unique gifts, talents,  

passions and spiritual life which are the things that 

make us who we truly are and special in the eyes of the 

God. My prayer is that each of us is enriched by this 

forced time apart and take advantage of it to develop our 

spiritual lives. 

     There are two lives that serve as examples of how our 

spiritual life can sustain us through the crosses of life. 

The first is Rose Kennedy, mother of President Kennedy. 

As a teen, Rose, a socialite, debutante and belle-of-the-

ball, and her sister were forced to leave the exciting  

Boston social life of the early 1900’s to study in the 

dark, damp and cold atmosphere of a Dutch convent 
school. 

      Although at first angry, she ultimately refused to be 

resentful realizing she had the choice to be either bitter 

or alternatively to make the most of the opportunity  

afforded her. As a result, she matured greatly in her 

Catholic spirituality, embracing the Sodality of Mary, 

something she had once eschewed. In fact, before  

returning home, she became its chief official.  

     The promises she made when entering the Sodality of 

Mary fortified her for the staggering crosses she bore as 

a public person for all her life. These crosses took the 

form of the many infidelities of her husband, the tragic 

airplane deaths of two of her eldest children, and the 

assassinations of two other sons.  

    One of her chief sorrows was the botched lobotomy of 

her eldest daughter, a choice made solely by her hus-

band who denied Rose any part of the decision. Before 

this and despite her daughter’s mental challenges, Rose 
had meticulously worked to bring their daughter to such 

a high degree of placement and acceptance within  

society that she was presented at the Court of St. 

James. All of her work was lost to the surgeon’s error. 

     During her time in the convent school, Rose made life

-long promises to participate in daily Mass and stand 

under the Cross of Christ with the Blessed Mother  

accepting whatever sufferings, pains and crosses would 

come her way. In spite of the crushing blows through 

104 years of life, her spiritual life always triumphed by 

returning to the font of graces given her through her 

faith.  

     A second example of how our spiritual lives can be 

transformed during this pause in life is that of a man 
who initially was indifferent to his Catholic Faith but 

through confinement came to live a most spiritual life. 

St. Ignatius of Loyola began life as a chivalric knight. 

Due to a horrendous leg wound, he spent months in a 

castle with nothing to read but a Bible and devotional 

books. He devoured biographies of saints and their  

spiritual heroics and thus, turned his life around. He 

became a knight for Christian causes, fighting for true 

Catholic ideals eventually leading him to a Benedictine 

monastery. There he encountered his true calling as the 

founder of a new religious order, the Company of Jesus, 

popularly known as the Society of Jesus — the Jesuits. 

   Can we not be inspired to use this time away from 

routine life to strengthen our spiritual and religious 

lives for battles we may face in the years ahead?  

 

     In addition to turning to examples from the past, it 

may benefit us to look at an example of one growing in 

the spiritual life now by making the most of today’s  

confinement. You may remember Fr. Joseph Carola, 

S.J., who has visited with us previously. Truly one of  

the best Jesuits from the old-school that still exist,  

Fr. Carola has sent an entire series of spiritual letters 

from his location of total quarantine in Rome. Unlike us 

and for far longer, he has been completely restricted to 

his building celebrating there the Sacred Triduum and 

Holy Week ceremonies with others also confined.  

Attached to our website under “Homilies” one may read 
his letters sent at regular intervals during the quaran-

tine from March 6 to the present. One can glean much 

spiritual good by pouring over them. Relish them! 
 

In the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, 
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t o  H o l y  A n g e l s  

Darlene Harrell 

Evelyn Keopke 

Nicole & Brandon Schmitter 

REFLECTIONS ON EASTER SEASON 2020  

by Terry Thomas 

    When Father asked me to provide some of my own reflec-
tions on Easter this year I eagerly agreed since I thought it 
would be very easy considering what we all have been 
forced to give up this past Lent: attendance at Mass,  
Adoration, Holy Communion, and seeing our parish friends 
at our usual parish gatherings during this time of year.  
The reverent celebrations and liturgies during the Most  
Holy Triduum for which our parish is known disappeared 
before our eyes. Quite a lot of sacrificing went on this past 
Lent, but our Lord is often subtle, and His graces abound 
even if we do not realize it. Let’s take advantage of what we 
have learned in Lent to make this Easter Season the best 
one ever. 

    Most of us don’t experience a Saul moment when we’re 
knocked off of our horse by a massive blast of grace from 
Jesus and are filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts Chapter 9). 
For each of us, we may not recognize during this particular 
Easter Season the quiet opportunities that are offered us to 

receive grace and see the beauty of God all around us. 

    As the Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraph 
2005 states, “… grace escapes our experience and cannot 
be known except by faith. We cannot therefore rely on our 
feelings or our works to conclude that we are justified and 

saved.” Continuing in the same paragraph “ … reflection on 
God’s blessings in our life and in the lives of the saints  
offers us a guarantee that grace is at work in us and spurs 
us on to an ever greater faith ….”  

    Since the stay-at-home policy was issued which drasti-
cally affects how we observe Easter this year, we all should 
experience a newfound enjoyment of less hectic lives with 
time to sit and savor life and to grow spiritually in our faith. 
Families are able to sit down and enjoy meals together 
without having to rush to this event or that event, be it 
sports, school or other social activities. I have the time to 
enjoy the beautiful sunrises each morning while doing my 
daily readings in the Magnificat without feeling I need to 
rush off to work to beat the traffic.  

    There are still only 24 hours in each day, but with less 
activities scheduled and a less rigid structure to those 
hours, we can, and I pray that we all do, use this newfound 
time to learn more about our rich and beautiful Catholic 
faith. Discover the wisdom of the Church Fathers, whose 
writings illuminate Holy Scriptures even more for us. Read 
the Catechism and, of course, spend time each day in pray-
er getting to know Christ better and better each day. 

Terry Thomas. Originally from the Archdiocese of Philadelph-

ia, Terry and his wife Donna have been parishioners at Holy 

Angels since 2002. He served as the Chairman of the Holy An-

gels Pastoral Council from 2013 to 2016. He has served as a 

Master of Ceremonies, Lector, EMCH and Usher. He is a 2017 

graduate of the Spiritual Mentorship program co-sponsored by 

the Archdiocese of K.C. in KS, Holy Family School of Faith, 

and Apostles of the Interior Life.  

INDISPENSABLE AND UNFORGETTABLE EASTER 

VIGIL MASS by Joyce Bowlin 

   Growing up what I remember most about Easter was  

attending the Easter Vigil service.  Every year, and even 

now as an adult, I have always attended the Easter vigil 

service. It just wouldn’t be Easter if I didn’t.  Being outside 

to start the Easter fire and watching as that flame of light 

spreads throughout the church as everyone’s candle was lit 

spreading Christ’s light to expel the darkness.  I know a lot 

of people don’t like to come to the vigil because it is late and 

it is long but it is such a beautiful service.  Everyone should 

go to an Easter Vigil service at least once.  The readings 

take us through the life of the Church from creation to the 

fulfillment of God’s promise with Christ’s death and Resur-

rection.   

Unfortunately, many of those special parts of the service 

had to be omitted this year, but I hope that everyone holds 

on to the hope and promise that Easter brings to us, and 

that our Alleluias will respond even louder when we are able 

to join together again. 

Joyce Bowlin and her husband Steve have 3 sons, 8 grandchil-

dren and 2 great-grand-daughters. She has lived in this area 

and attended Holy Angels all her life.  She taught Religious Ed 

classes when her children were in school and she has been a 

part of choirs here since the early 90’s.  Besides being Execu-

tive Administrative Assistant to the Pastor, Parish Secretary 

and Parish Charity Coordinator, she has also been the treasur-

er and sexton of Holy Angels Cemetery for the past 30 some 

years.  

AN EASTER LIKE NO OTHER by Dana Brandenburg 

Easter 2020. It was an Easter like none of us had ever  

experienced before. Like many of you, I tried to carry on the 

traditions that my children hold dear in an attempt to make 

things feel somewhat “normal”. But as the day progressed, I 

began to feel a keen sense of loss. Many of you probably felt 

the same.  

I entered the Church at Easter in April of 1999, and I have 

never missed an Easter Vigil Mass since then…until this 

year. For me, the Easter Vigil is a feast for the soul and the 

senses; the colors of the beautiful flowers on the altar, the 

scent of incense, the peal of the bells—the beauty of it is all 

so overwhelming! Watching others enter the Church, as I 

did so many years ago, is an emotional moment. It reminds 

me of the precious gift of faith that I have been given. 

I grieved a bit this Easter, for the sacrifice and sense of loss 

that so many of us are experiencing when we cannot take 

part fully in the Sacraments. I have learned much about 

grief and loss over the past few years, and what I know is 

this: God never allows suffering and hardship without 

bringing a greater good. Romans 8:28 is my favorite verse in 

the Bible for that very reason, “We know that all things 

work for good for those who love God, who are called ac-

cording to his purpose.” It is my deepest hope and prayer 

that all of us will see God’s blessings and abundant grace 

as a result of this difficult time. 

Dana Brandenburg: Dana has been a parishioner at Holy Angels 

since 2005, where she works as the Pastoral Assistant. She has 

two children. She along with her late husband, Eric, taught the 

First Communion Class for a number of years. 



     M a s s e s  T h i s  W e e k  

Monday,  April 27 

 †  Eric Brandenburg 

Tuesday,  April 28 St. Peter Chanel 

 Chuck & Mary Beth Schrader -  

               40th Anniversary 

Wednesday,  April 29 St. Catherine of Siena 

 †   

Thursday,  April 30 St. Pius V, Pope 

 †  Mike Johnson  

Friday,  May 1 

 Tim McDonnall family living & deceased 

Saturday,  May 2 

Intentions of Fr. McDonald 

Sunday,  May 3 

 10:00 am All Parishioners of Holy Angels  
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          G i f t s  F o r  G o d  

Weekly Collection Income Needed ………….$12,200.00 

April 10-16 ………………………………………….$12,975.00 

Excess (Shortfall) ……………………………………...$775.00 

Other collections  

Building Fund ………………………………………….$320.00 

Adoration Chapel …………………………………….. $945.00 

Priesthood assessment—DUE …………………..$16,693.27 

Our Sincere thanks to those who are doing their part! 

Please pray for the following people 

listed on the prayer chain…Bill Baker, 

Vicki Banister, Shandra Banister, Judy Bowker, 
Monica Brich, James Cope, Beryl Coyle, Jim Davis, 

Serena Gagliardi, Warren Kearney, Roy Henley, Rick 
Johnson, Herschel Keithline, Joe Kennedy, Leo Kreutzer, 
Cooper Long, Frank Lovitch, Mike McDonald, Steve 
Mulcahy, Joyce Oswald, Michael Reibel, Scout Stephens, 
Bob Tappe, Steve Tanner, Bill & Debbie, Brooke, Carl, 
Charlotte, Derek, Jean & Lisa, Michael, Rainbow, 
Roger, and special intentions. 
 

Military: Bruce Adams, Jr., Michael Brock, Andrea 
Nolan, Luke Rodina, Peter Thomas, Elizabeth Walsh, 
Brady Reichart. 

            I n  O u r  P r a y e r s  

FAVORITE CHURCH HOLIDAY IN MIDST OF 

TERRIBLE STRUGGLE 

by Keith and Jeanne Mark 

    Easter has always been our favorite church holiday.  

It coincides with Spring when the temperature warms 
up, the birds come back, and the flowers and trees 
start to bloom.  Easter comes after Lent where we fast, 
pray and we give something up to remind us of the  
sacrifice that Jesus made for us.  After fasting and  
abstaining from sweets for 40 days during Lent, maybe 
that’s why Easter dinner with our family tastes so good!   

    But, what really makes the Easter Season so special 
is that it renews our spirit with the promise of eternal 
life.  It is almost impossible to comprehend the struggle 
and pain Jesus accepted so that our individual sins 
can be forgiven.  The human Christ was tortured,  
crucified and died for us.  On Easter, the divine Christ 
rose from the dead and gave each of us hope and the 
promise of life eternal. 

    This year, more than any other before, the Easter 

story needs to be shared with our fellow Catholics and 
everyone else in our lives.  As a nation, we are in the 
midst of a terrible struggle.  We are battling a deadly 
virus and the hardships of a shut-down economy.  
However, we are strengthened by the Easter story 
which tells us that at the end of struggle, comes salva-
tion.  Working together and praying together, this too 
shall pass. 

    As regular mass-goers, we have found that not being 
able to attend mass with our church family has been 
more difficult than we thought it would be.  Although 

we watch mass every weekend, we miss Fr. McDonald, 
and we miss our friends.  During this physical  
separation, know that we are praying for each of you,  
Fr. McDonald, President Trump and our great country.  
We cannot wait to see all of you at the next standing-
room-only mass held at Holy Angels.  Stay safe and 
enjoy a glorious Easter Season! 

Keith and Jeanne Mark (originally from St. Patrick Parish, 

Kansas City, KS) have been parishioners since 2010.  They 

have been married for almost 35 years and have 3 chil-

dren:  Zach, Jacob and Anna.  All 3 kids, like their mother, 

attended Bishop Ward High School. All 3 children have 

gone on to become attorneys and joined their dad’s law 

firm.  Keith is a 4th degree Knight of Columbus, a member 

of the Pastoral Council and very active in national politics.  

WHAT EASTER MEANS TO ME by Laura Beeves 

    Growing up I always thought of Easter as the happy 

time of year, when birds are chirping, flowers are 

blooming, the days are filled with sunshine, and the 

breezes across one’s face are rich with warmth.  As I got 
older, I realized that Easter is that special time in the 

Church year when we celebrate the Holy Triduum and 

we gather with family and friends.  It wasn’t until I be-

came a church musician that I truly came to know and 

love what Easter really means to me. It is that time of 

year that we gather with our faith communities to cele-

brate the central season of the Church year.  It is that 

time of year when our voices raise in song and 

“Alleluias” take on a whole new meaning.  It is that time 

of year that we witness faith, hope and love.  It is that 

special time of year that God gave to us all to celebrate 

with Him. This year will be especially hard because 

raising our voice in song will be limited and the 

“Alleluias” and love that we share with one another 

will need to remain distant.  

 Laura Beeves: My husband Randy and I, along with our 
five children, joined Holy Angels Church in 1993.  I took 

on the position of Music Director in that fall of 1993. It 
was wonderful growing as a family in Bonner Springs, Kan-
sas and living our faith among the peoples of Holy Angels 
Parish. It has been a true blessing for me to serve as Music 

Director for the last 26 years.    


