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The Marian Month of May   

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Holy Angels, 

      Here it is May! We usually come full steam ahead into this most  
intense month of spring. The intensity is muted by the fact that the very 
things that create the force of the month are gone or simplified: the First 

Holy Communion Masses, the Confirmation ceremonies, the gradua-
tions, the spring wedding season, young people moving out on their own 
for first jobs — all are for naught this year in May. 

     However, let’s pray that the force of nature in the month may impact 
us all the more for simpler things: the relaxation of no more wearing cold-

weather clothes, of windows open for spring breezes, of enjoying natural, 
sweet fragrances wafting through the air as we take walks in a month we 
can truly delight in them, and for the constant Easter prayer, through 

Mary’s intercession all month long, that the Holy Spirit, on May 31, 
breathes forth a new Pentecost of healing among us! And may the Holy 

Spirit this month give each of us, no matter our age, a truly new “spring 
in our step”! 

In the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
THAT THERE IS A REAL SWORD OF ST. MICHAEL? 
IN FACT, THERE ARE TWO! 

     In the small mountain town of Gargano, in southeast 
Italy, is the Sanctuary of Monte Sant’Angelo, a church that 
began as a cave church in the late 400s. In this church 
resides an old statue of St. Michael the Archangel with his 

sword raised high. 

     Only once each year, on September 29, the feast of the 
Archangels, the sword of St. Michael the Archangel is  

taken from the statue in procession through the town in 

honor of the great archangel and his protection. 

     This year, in a rare move, the sword was taken from the 
statue again on Palm Sunday and carried in procession 
through the town, along with the Blessed Sacrament and  
a relic of the Holy Cross – asking the intercession of  
St. Michael against the ravages of COVID-19. Such a step 
had only been taken once before – almost 400 years ago, in 
1658, when the sword was brought out in procession as a 

prayer for protection from another plague. 

     Gargano’s mayor prayed this year: “Accept this prayer 

of ours, defend with your sword our city, our country from 
this pandemic. Protect this people today as [in 1656]. Give 
them the strength to stay united in the face of this terrible 
emergency. May this prayer of ours be a song that goes 

straight to God.” 

     The second sword of St. Michael is of a different sort -- 
it’s a mysterious line that could be drawn on a map con-
necting seven sites dedicated to St. Michael and ranging 
some 1250 miles from Ireland to Israel. According to leg-
end, this “sword” of St. Michael “represents the blow by 

which St. Michael sent the devil to hell.” 

     Which of the seven sites sits right in the middle of this 

sword-line? The Sanctuary of Monte Sant’Angelo in Gar-
gano, Italy! The cave church there was built at the request 
of St. Michael and also consecrated by him, a fact that 
gives the 1500-year-old church the title of Celestial Basili-
ca and draws many pilgrims, including saints and popes, 
among them Francis of Assisi, Bernard of Clairvaux, Bridget 
of Sweden, Padre Pio, Pope St. John Paul II, and Pope  
Benedict XVI. The feast of the apparition of St. Michael to 

the bishop in Gargano is May 8. 

     In this time of pandemic, many people are turning with  

 

 

 

greater zeal to St. Michael, one of our parish’s great  
patrons. Archbishop Viganò, former Apostolic Nuncio to 
the United States, reminds us that “Since the early days  

of the Church, the archangel has been venerated as the  
defender of God’s rights, helping Christians to be steadfast 

in their fidelity to God in times of trial.” 

(From Aleteia.com, Catholic Exchange, Church Militant.com, 
Catholic Travel Guide, and Il Timone. These and other reliable 

Catholic sources have more interesting information especially on 
the mysterious sword-line.) 

 

KNOWING A LITTLE MORE: 

May 8 – this coming Friday – is the feast commemorating 
the apparition of St. Michael on the summit of Monte  
Gargano, on the Adriatic coast in Italy, and the dedication 

of the sanctuary built on the site of the apparition.   

Apparition of St. Michael 

     It is evident from Holy Scripture that God is pleased to 
make frequent use of the ministry of the heavenly spirits 
in the dispensations of His providence in this world. The 

Angels are all pure spirits; by a property of their nature 
they are immortal, as is every spirit. They have the power 
of moving or conveying themselves at will from place to 
place, and such is their activity that it is not easy for us to 
conceive of it. Among the holy Archangels, Saints Michael, 
Gabriel, and Raphael are particularly distinguished in the 
Scriptures. Saint Michael, whose name means Who is like 
unto God?, is the prince of the faithful Angels who opposed 
Lucifer and his followers in their revolt against God. Since 
the devil is the sworn enemy of God’s holy Church, Saint 
Michael is given to it by God as its special protector 

against the demon’s assaults and stratagems. 

    Various apparitions of this powerful Angel have proved 
the protection of Saint Michael over the Church. We may 

mention his apparition in Rome, where Saint Gregory the 
Great saw him in the air sheathing his sword, to signal the 
cessation of a pestilence and the appeasement of God’s 
wrath. Another apparition to Saint Ausbert, bishop of  
Avranches in France, led to the construction of Mont-Saint
-Michel in the sea, a famous pilgrimage site. May 8, how-
ever, is destined to recall another no less marvelous  
apparition, occurring near Monte Gargano in the Kingdom 

of Naples. 

    In the year 492 a man named Gargan was pasturing his 
large herds in the countryside. One day a bull fled to the 
mountain, where it could not be found. When its refuge in 
a cave was discovered, an arrow was shot into the cave,   

    (continued next column) 

     M a s s e s  T h i s  W e e k  

Monday,  May 4 

     †  Santos Pena 

Tuesday,  May 5 

     †  Bernadine Daniels 

Wednesday,  May 6 

     †  Harold & Marie Weidman and  

Fr. Harold Weidman 

Thursday,  May 7 

     †  Dennis Murphy 

Friday,  May 8 

     Erik & Josephin Schrader 

Saturday,  May 9 

     Intentions of Fr. McDonald 

Sunday,  May 10 

 10:00 am All Parishioners of Holy Angels   

 R e s t  i n  P e a c e  

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: 

Catherine Yelton, mother of Patty Schlagel 

          G i f t s  F o r  G o d  

Weekly Collection Income Needed .................. $12,200.00 

April 17-23 .............................................................$9,230.00 

Excess (Shortfall) ................................................. ($2,970.00) 

Other collections  

Building Fund ........................................................... $135.00 

Adoration Chapel ...................................................... $230.00 

Our Sincere thanks to those who are doing their part! 
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Our Lady of Fatima / First Saturday Devotion 

    It was May in the third year of the Great War (1917) 
when the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to three children in  
Fatima, Portugal.  Unknowingly, these children had been 
prepared for the encounter by the Angel of Peace who  
appeared to them three times in the prior year.  In those 
appearances he taught them how to pray and told them to 
make sacrifices constantly to the Most High.  They had 
done so, fervently.    

    The three children, Jacinto and Francisco Marto and 
Lucia dos Santos were cousins who came from devout and 
poor shepherding families.  They tended sheep and prayed 
often throughout the day.  Simple, innocent and holy, they 
were chosen by Mary. 

    Over the next six months the Blessed Virgin would  
appear to the children.  She had a message.  God is horribly 
outraged by the sins of ungrateful men and many such 
souls would be lost because there was no one to pray for 
them.  Prayers and sacrifices offered for these poor souls 

would result in the conversion of many.  Mary told them to 
pray their Rosaries very much and to do acts of penance.  
She taught them prayers of reparation. 

    During the July appearance Mary took the children to 
hell.  There, they saw just how many souls were lost.  They 
saw how the souls suffered and were tortured by demons.  

They were horrified by the sight.  They were overwhelmed 
with fear.  Mary told them God desired to establish a  
devotion to Her Immaculate Heart that would save many of 
these, otherwise lost, souls.  

    The Blessed Mother also told the children the Great War 
would soon end.  But if men continued to sin there would 
be another and greater war that would begin during the 
pontificate of Pope Pius XI.  To prevent this from happening 
She asked that Russia be consecrated to Her Immaculate 
Heart and asked also for a Communion of Reparation on 
the First Saturday of each month.  If this were done, Russia 
would be converted and there would be a period of peace.  

If not, there would be war.  The Church would be persecuted. 
The Holy Father would suffer much.  But in either instance,  
    (continued next column) 

Mary’s Immaculate Heart would triumph. 

    The monthly appearances of the Virgin Mary began to 
attract many people.  By the time of the October apparition 
there was a crowd estimated in excess of 60,000.  When 
She appeared, Mary asked that a chapel be built there in 
Her honor.  She instructed the children to pray their  
Rosaries every day.  She admonished them one final time.  
“Do not offend God anymore, because He is already so 
much offended.”  Then followed the great miracle of the sun 
whereby it danced across the sky amazing the thousands of 
people who witnessed it.  The final sight of the Virgin was 
with Saint Joseph and the child Jesus who blessed every-
one as they vanished.  The miracle, predicted by the chil-

dren and witnessed by so many, confirmed the veracity of 
everything they had related.  

    Some years later, after the deaths of Jacinta and Francisco, 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and child Jesus appeared to Lucia.  
Mary showed her a heart encircled with thorns.  Jesus 
said, “Have compassion on the heart of your most holy 
Mother, covered with thorns, with which ungrateful men 

pierce at every moment, and there is no one to make an act 
of reparation to remove them.” 

    The Virgin Mother asked Lucia to console Her and then 
promised, “to assist at the hour of death, with the graces 
necessary for salvation, all those who, on the first Saturday 
of five consecutive months, shall confess, receive Holy  
Communion, recite five decades of the Rosary, and keep me 
company for fifteen minutes while meditating on the fifteen 
mysteries of Rosary, with intention of making reparation to 
me.” 

At a later date and at her confessor’s direction, Lucia asked 
Jesus, Why five Saturdays?  He told her people commit five 
offenses against the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  There are 
those:  1) Who doubt Her Immaculate Conception, 2) Who 
doubt Her virginity, 3) Who doubt She is the Mother of God, 
4) Who utter calumnies against Her and 5) Who deface Her 
image.  The five Saturdays correspond to these five offenses.  
Jesus related to Lucia that the acts of reparation were in-
tended to move Him to forgiveness of those souls and would 
permit Him to unleash His mercy upon them. 

Jesus is very protective of His Mother and Her honor.  He 
wishes humanity to understand the critical role She played 
in mankind’s redemption.  The First Saturday Devotion is 
intended to promote widespread understanding and  
appreciation of Mary’s perfect sacrifice. 

Our Lady of Fatima’s promise to Lucia to assist at the hour 
of death, with the graces necessary for salvation, all who 
fulfill the Devotion in five consecutive months is extraordi-
nary.  It is an opportunity for us to ensure all we will need 
at the hour of our deaths.  

As we enter May, the month Holy Mother Church dedicates 
to Mary, let us meditate upon Her heart encircled and 

pierced with thorns.  Let us begin to console Our Lady of 
Fatima using Her First Saturday Devotion.  Jesus will look 
kindly and mercifully upon all who participate in this act of 
reparation.  
 

Trusting in Mary’s Immaculate Heart, 
David Hornick 
 

Reference:  The Message of Fatima, Lucia Speaks 
                   World Apostolate of Fatima, USA 
Our Lady of Fatima is the patroness of Our Lady of Fatima / 

Knights of Columbus Council # 3146 here at Holy Angels.  All 
Brother Knights of the Council are defenders of Her honor 
and are under Her special protection.  

but the arrow returned to wound the one who had sent it. 
Faced with this mysterious occurrence, the persons  
concerned decided to consult the bishop of the region. He 
ordered three days of fasting and prayers. After three days, 
the Archangel Michael appeared to the bishop and declared 
that the cavern where the bull had taken refuge was under 
his protection, and that God wanted it to be consecrated 

under his name and in honor of all the Holy Angels. 

    Accompanied by his clergy and people, the pontiff went  
to that cavern, which he found already disposed in the form 
of a church. The divine mysteries were celebrated there, and 
there arose in this same place a magnificent temple where 
the divine Power has wrought great miracles. To thank 

God’s adorable goodness for the protection of the holy  
Archangel, the effect of His merciful Providence, this feast 

day was instituted by the Church in his honor. 

    It is said of this special guardian and protector of the 
Church that, during the final persecution of Antichrist, he 
will powerfully defend it: “At that time shall Michael rise up, 

the great prince who protects the children of thy people.” 

— Excerpted from Little Pictorial Lives of the Saints, a  
compilation based on Butler’s Lives of the Saints and other 
sources by John Gilmary Shea (Benziger Brothers: New York, 

1894); Vie des Saints pour tous les jours de l’année, by Abbé L. 
Jaud (Mame: Tours, 1950). 
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victoriously carry out the responsibility bestowed upon us by 

our church. 

Jamie Oswald, originally from St. John the Evangelist 

church, has been a member of Holy Angels after her mar-

riage to Brett (a near-lifelong parishioner), in 2001. Jamie 

is a part-time commercial construction estimator and 

manages a small business with Brett, Crescent City Goods, 

where she hand-crafts beautiful wood signs, facilitates 

barn-quilt painting classes and together they grow and sell 

herb and vegetable plants. Jamie is a catechist for the 8th 

grade confirmation class and co-leads the Women’s Faith 

and Fellowship here at Holy Angels. Brett and Jamie enjoy 

their blessed life here in Basehor with their two children. 

A NOT-TO-BE-MISSED OPPORTUNITY 
by Jamie Oswald 

   So often parents (sometimes grandparents or guardians) 
drop their children off at Religious Ed and drive away, not  
giving another thought to what goes on behind those doors. 
Now with the physical doors to our religious education  
programs closed, our role as the primary evangelist to our  
children is highlighted. If we have never evangelized before, 
how can we be sure we know how to do it for our children?  

     Catechism lessons aside – more is caught by me than what is 
taught by me. If I do not put God and His church first in my 
home for my children to see, then my children will not have a 
good example of how to live out an ideal Christian life. What if 
we had no example in our childhood home?  

    Some of us did not grow up reciting the rosary in the home, 
or even more simple things like prayers at bedtime or meals. 
Some of us did not learn about Bible stories or saints or even  
the core doctrines of the church within the walls of our family  
of origin. Those topics were left for the Catholic schools or  
religious education classes. What may not have been modeled 
for us can feel very foreign to put into action with our own  
family. HOWEVER, it is our duty as parents to be the primary 
religious educator to our children. 

    The Catechism of the Catholic Church has some very  
eloquent statements about our duties as parents, and in focusing 
on sections 2225 and 2226 - parents have the “responsibility and 
privilege of evangelizing their children.”  It is our mission to 
teach children “to pray and to discover their vocation as children 
of God.”  The primary touchpoint for our children’s religious 
education has never been the responsibility of the volunteers at 
Holy Angels or any teachers at school but that of the parents. 
Us. 

How do we take on this task without the bells and smells and 
community? We seek out what we are missing from our church 
community and bring those things into our home. Find a mass 
and put it on the television (or computer). Light some candles. 
Whatever the vestment colors of the day are, have that as a ta-
blecloth on the dining room table or under the television where 
the mass will be streamed.  

    Being at home together, 24 hours a day, affords us a beautiful 
opportunity to pray multiple times a day as a family. We can 
read the liturgies of the day at any point during the day. We can 
focus on a few verses from the gospel and “chew” on them  
during a meal. We can start doing the Angelus (or the Regina 
Caeli during Easter) with our children since we are home with 
them every day at noon now. We can pick a religious book to 
read together as a family. We can start small and say a decade of 
the rosary together daily, specifically for our frontline workers 
and the sick during this pandemic. We can watch a religious 
movie together once a week (formed.org as a tremendous library 
for us to choose from). 

Whatever it is you choose to do, do it with enthusiasm and with-
out grumbling. Include your children in making decisions about 
what they might be interested in learning about. You might be 
surprised what they come up with. In our own home, I was  
surprised to learn that one of my children was interested in  
Marian Consecration and specifically wanted “Consecration 
Day” to be on the Feast of our Lady of Fatima (special thanks to 
one of the religious education teachers who had her students watch 
“Fatima”). Remember, more is caught from us than taught by us. 
If our children see us praying out of a devotional or they catch 
us journaling during our Lectio Divina, that alone plays a pivot-
al part in the evangelizing our children. We are all leading by 
example. We are showing our children, front and center, what is 
most important. Let us pray for our own fervor and resolve to 
   (continued next column)) 

WHAT OUR FAMILY HAS GAINED IN GRACES 

     I gave up alcohol for Lent. One of my kids gave up screen 
time. There was also that book I intended to read. It did not go 
well. As COVID-19 hit the US, I found myself failing misera-
bly at every Lenten intention I had set for myself. I work in 
healthcare. My evenings at home were spent reading the news 
or the latest terrifying story coming across the country from 
others in my profession. I have never checked my work email 
so often. Despite my failed efforts, God still managed to bring 
conversion to my family this year. 

     I have had to let go of the idea that I am completely in  
control and trust that God will take care of us. We have recom-
mitted ourselves to a family rosary after dinner each evening. 
There is suddenly no rush to get to the next thing. It has  
allowed for some really great family time and conversations with 
our kids. My daughter hugs me multiple times a day and thanks 
me for "spoiling her" with my attention. It makes me happy and 
sad at the same time. How distracted have I been? I plan to make 
changes to be more available to my family. 

     I personally know many that are suffering, but I have also 
witnessed so much good happening through this mess. I saw a 
patient at the cancer center a few weeks ago. She is a young  
mother undergoing treatment for breast cancer. The newly added 
stress of homeschooling her kids, along with being immuno-
compromised during a pandemic, to her was overwhelming. 
Her neighbors voluntarily quarantined themselves at home to be 
available to help take care of her family.  

     This inspired me to reach out to my own neighbors. It was 
out of my comfort zone. Several of them I did not know very 
well, but I called them anyway. They were grateful for the call. 
We are now communicating with them on a regular basis. One 
neighbor up the street has even created a "neighborhood  
directory" that was delivered to each house, in an effort to stay 
better connected. Another has offered to sew masks to send to 
the hospital. I lost sleep at night worrying about the lovely lady 
that sits behind us in church. I called to check on her too. Why 
did I not have her number before all of this?!! I am ashamed to 
say I had to look it up in the parish directory. Hundreds of  
companies/individuals have donated supplies and meals to the  
hospital where I am employed. Encouraging signs have been 
placed along the sidewalk where everyone walks into work. Like 
never before, my own department has come together as a team. 

     It has been over a month since we have been to church. 
Moving forward, I plan to do my best to not take those around 
me for granted, especially Jesus. Holy Communion will be a 
different experience, hopefully for all of us.  

     Our dog is the only one hoping things stay the same. He is 
currently living his best life. His favorite toys — our kids — 
are now homeschoolers! 
 

In the belief that these events happening in their family 
are the work of the Holy Spirit, the author of this article 
wants to remain anonymous. 


