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Christmastide Daily Masses in Main Church 
through January 6 

Daily Mass - Mon. – Fri. at 8 am and at 9 am on civil holidays. There will 

not be a daily Mass when there is a funeral. With severe weather on 
weekdays, consult our website or Facebook page to see if public 
daily Mass is cancelled that day. For those not on the internet, 

please phone Therese Horvat at 816-225-5773.  
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ALL MASSES IN MAIN CHURCH 

Monday, Dec. 26  St. Stephen, Protomartyr 

 8:00 am †  Joan Kreutzer—NK 

Tuesday, Dec. 27  St. John the Apostle 

 8:00 am †James McDaniel—MM 

Wednesday, Dec. 28  The Holy Innocents 

 8:00 am † Karlene Ryan—DB 

Thursday, Dec. 29  St. Thomas Becket 

 8:00 am †Mike Metz & Claude Farley-BR 

Friday, Dec. 30  The Holy Family 

 8:00 am †Holy Souls in Purgatory—KT   

Saturday, Dec. 31 Vigil Mass (St. Sylvester) 

 4:00 pm All parishioners of Holy Angels 

Sunday, Jan. 1 Solemn. of Mary, Mother of God 

 9:00 am † Keegan Gore—RG 

 10:30 am † Jerry Otting—DB 

     M a s s e s  T h i s  W e e k  

Please pray for the following people 

listed on the prayer chain... Palmer 

Swafford, Adeline, Debbie Reed, Theresa 
Oswald, Luke Heffron, Dennis Taylor, Tim Long, 

Barbara Hotujac, Joe, Marilyn Stowers, Haley 
Hefton, Janet Green, Marilyn Carlson, Xavier 
Hudson, Nancy Davis, Cathie, the James family, 
Louise Vervaecke, Joan Reichart, Mary, Jackielynn, 
Susan Pierce, Beth Sackvich, Mary Elms, Melanie 
Smith, Pat Scheibe, Adrian Forson, and the repose 

of the soul of Darlene Bailey 

Prayer Chain Requests 

Bret Cortright, 913-710-7860, 

BretJackieCortright@yahoo.com   

Sharon Peltzer 913-462-0779,  spelt4@yahoo.com 

     I n  O u r  P r a y e r s  

    L i t u r g i c a l  R o l e s  

     M a s s e s  T h i s  W e e k  

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Dec. 26—Parish Office CLOSED 

Dec. 31—Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Vigil Mass, 4 pm 
Jan. 1—Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Masses,  9 am and 10:30 am 

Jan. 2-Parish Office CLOSED 

Jan. 20—Trivia Night, 7-9 pm, hall 

 

Collection Counters:  

Dec. 27—Janet Johnson, Maria McBratney, Janice 

Gaspers, and Joyce Bowlin 

 

Jan. 3—Janice Gaspers, Linda Land, and         

Maria McBratney 

Liturgical ministries for Dec. 31-Jan. 1 

will be scheduled on Sign up Genius 

Dear Holy Angels Family and Friends of the Parish, 
 
A most beautiful, blessed, and joyful Christmas to each of you! Let’s 
all breathe in the newness of the Christmas air, the start of this 
incredible Season of Miracles brought about by the birth of the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords! 
 
Just as the Advent Season was the longest this year that we can 
experience, so too, the traditional Twelve Days of Christmas are 
extended this year to fourteen days, with our celebration of the 
Epiphany and Manifestation of Our Lord on Sunday, January 8. 
These days from December 26 through January 8, in which we 
celebrate daily Mass in our main church, are all special days in the 

Christmastide for us to take advantage of celebrating the birth of 
our Redeemer and Lord. Each one is a jewel of its own! 
 
We reflect in this letter about the Christmas Octave Feasts excepting 
the Octave Day itself. After the great Solemnity of the Nativity of 
Christ itself, focusing on the purity and innocence of the newborn 
King, the first day of Christmas (after Christmas Day) in its Octave, 
December 26, we celebrate the Protomartyr St. Stephen, whose 

name’s Greek origin means “wreath.” As one of the first seven 
deacons of the Church and stoned to death as the first martyr for 
Christ, his blood poured out, making it a red feast. A good carol to 
hear or sing that day is “Good King Wenceslaus” ... who “looked out, 
on the Feast of Stephen.” How interesting that the Church 
juxtaposes time and again through this Season, a feast of bright 
lightness and meekness next to a feast that resulted in sacrifice, 
suffering and the spilling of blood for the Faith. 
 
The Evangelist and only Apostle who was not martyred, St. John the 
Beloved, is celebrated the next feast day, December 27. Many 
theologians would argue he was not martyred because he was the 
only Apostle to stand under Christ’s Cross and to be given to the 
BVM before Jesus died. Like Christmas of white and gold, then also 
as of John, who suffered as a “white martyr” still died a natural 
death as the last living Apostle, hence, his feast is like that of 
Christmas, white and gold. Next is December 28, the Feast of the 
Holy Innocents. The Gospel of Matthew’s portrayal of the tragic 
martyrdom of the innocent infants and babies in the area of 

Bethlehem testify to the Sovereignty of Jesus Christ as the true King 
of Israel. Their bloody deaths satiated Herod the Great’s hold on 
power. The Coventry Carol is a perfect one to hear or sing this day. 

 

One sees throughout the interwoven days of the Christmastide how 

innocence and purity are mingled with feasts where saints won their 
crowns of everlasting life from the spilling of their blood. December 
29, the Feast of the Martyrdom of St. Thomas Becket, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, celebrates the power of conscience that overcomes the 
inauthentic and inappropriate rule of the governing class. Becket 
was done in by the words of his former great friend, Henry II, the 
Angevin King, who resented that the Archbishop defended the 

interests of the Church and the people who only had the Church to 
defend them against the encroachment of the king and the state. 
Henry II lived to rue uttering the words, “Will no one rid me of this 
meddlesome priest?” A great film to watch on this day is Becket with 
Richard Burton and Peter O’Toole.  
 

Usually celebrated on the Sunday between Christmas Day and New 

Year’s Day is the Feast of the Holy Family. But as there is this year 

no Sunday in between them, therefore, we acclaim the greatness of 

the Holy Family December 30 as their feast day. Finally, at the very 

end of the calendar year, on December 31, we celebrate St. Pope 

Sylvester I who was a legendary bishop of Rome accomplishing 

many things. A wonderful synopsis of his life is compiled from 

                                            (cont. next page) 
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New Year Spiritual Reflection and Planning 

Retreat  

Christ’s Peace House of Prayer                             

22131 Meager Rd., Easton                                 

Friday, January 6th at 5:30pm – Sunday, January 

8th at 4:30pm – 2023  

Join us for our Annual New Year’s Spiritual 

Reflection and Planning Retreat. Set aside time at the 

beginning of the new year to create growth goals and 

devise steps to reach your goals. The structure of the 

retreat will allow ample time for you to do work on 

your plan; we will provide resources and ideas to 

incorporate in your plan. There are conferences, 

spiritual direction, Eucharistic Adoration, Mass, 

Confession and time for private prayer, reflection and 

walking. Please bring your own personal items that 

will aid in the process such as: bible, notebook, 

agenda, journal, catechism, laptop (if this helps you 

plan better), etc. Cabins/Courtyard Rooms: $170 

Single/$250 Couple or Single Guest Rooms: $100 

(Meals Included). To attend, fill out the Retreat 

Reservation Form at ChristsPeace.com 

Heavenly Friends, Rosalie Marie Levy and The Church’s 
Year of Grace, Pius Parsch: 
 
St. Sylvester, a native Roman, was chosen by God to govern 
His holy Church during the first years of Her temporal 
prosperity and triumph over Her persecuting enemies. Pope 
Melchiades died in January, 314. St. Sylvester was chosen 
as his successor. He governed the Church for more than 
twenty-one years, ably organizing the discipline of the 
Roman Church, and taking part in the negotiations 
concerning Arianism and the Council of Nicaea. He also 
sent Legates to the first Ecumenical Council. Many things 
associated still today with Rome or the Vatican arose during 

his pontificate. During this first pontificate in years of 
peace, the Church, finally free from persecution by the 
state, experienced many firsts. Constantine the Great gave 
St. Sylvester the Lateran Palace next to the Cathedral of the 
Lateran Archbasilica of Our Savior, St. John the Baptist 
and St. John the Apostle that Constantine himself built. 
During his Pontificate were built the great churches 
founded at Rome by Constantine — the Archbasilica and 

baptistery of the Lateran, the Basilica of the Sessorian 
palace (Santa Croce), St. Peter’s Vatican Basilica, and 
several cemeterial churches over the graves of martyrs. No 
doubt St. Sylvester helped towards the construction of these 
churches. He was a friend of Emperor Constantine, 
confirmed the first General Ecumenical Council of Nicaea 
(325), and gave the Church a new discipline for the new era 
of peace. He might be called the first “peace Pope” after 
centuries of bloody persecution. He also established the 
Roman school of singing. On the Via Salaria he built a 
cemeterial church over the Catacomb of St. Priscilla, and it 
was in this church that he was buried when he died on 
December 31, 335.  
 
Numerous legends dramatize his life and work, e.g., how he 
freed Constantine from leprosy by baptism; how he killed a 
ferocious dragon that was contaminating the air with his 
poisonous breath. Such legends were meant to portray the 
effects of baptism and Christianity’s triumph over idolatry. 

For a long time, the feast of St. Sylvester was a holyday of 
obligation. The Divine Office notes: He was the first to call 
weekdays feria, because for the Christian every day is a 
“free day” (the term is still in use; thus Monday is feria 
secunda). In Germany and many other European 
countries the 31st of December is called and known as St. 
Sylvester’s Day. 
 
Next week, we will look at the New Year feasts leading up to 
the Solemnity of the Epiphany. 
 
At Christmas, I want to offer a special thanks to all our 
wonderful staff who work so hard day-in-and-day-out –each 

one of them – so dedicated to the glory of God, and of 
helping His people in this parish and area! We are so 
blessed to have the staff here at Holy Angels! Thanks as well 
to all our tremendous volunteers that care so much for the 
parish family in all their special aid to them and to those in 
the area! This is such a great parish that shines for all the 
world to see like the Christmas Star of Bethlehem! 
 

Merry Christmas to all ... and God bless us everyone! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Saturday 
January 28, 2023 

From 9 a.m. until 12 p.m. 
 

Workshop on Eucharist and the Liturgy 

At Holy Angels Church 
offered by 

our Archdiocesan Director of Liturgy 

Michael Podrebarac 
 

This workshop is to be attended 
by all involved in sacramental ministries 

of the liturgy. 
It is mandatory for the following persons 

to attend: 
 

Masters of Ceremonies 
Sacristans 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

 

In case inclement weather January 28 

prevents us from having our workshop that 
day, please reserve a snow date and plan to 

come for the workshop on February 4.  
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FOOD KITCHEN 

Tuesday, Jan. 3, is Holy Angels turn at the food 
kitchen. Please consider making a casserole for those 
in need. Pans and commodities will be available in the 
gathering area next weekend, Dec. 31-Jan. 1. Any 
questions, call Nick Gaspers at 913-724-1186.  
 
On Dec. 6, 15 parishioners took 33 casseroles, canned 
vegetables, bottled water, coffee, lemonade, chicken 
and gravy to the kitchen and served 239 guests. May 
the Lord bless you for your support. 

Hope & Healing Support Group 

 
      The next meeting for those who are mourning the 
loss of a loved one and want tools to deal with grief 
and move into healing, is Saturday, January 
7.  Meetings will now take place at the Savner home 
at 9am.  For the next few months we will use a small 
book called, "Grieving with the help of your 
Catholic Faith" to direct our conversation.  It is a 
short, very easy to use guide which offers a 
meaningful way to help yourself or others through 
this challenging time. With personal stories, prayers, 

and wisdom, the author tackles questions about grief 

and how it affects us, what happens to our loved one, 
future anniversaries and holidays, and much more.   
     We are a small group at various stages of recovery, 
who provide support to one another, and share a 
common bond.  If you would like to join us, please call 
Melanie at 913-707-6963 for information and the 
address.  

Music Ministry News  

 
Traditional Adult Choir sings at the 10:30 Mass on 
three Sundays of the month.  They will sing on 
Sundays in January on January 15, 22 and 
29. Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings at 6:45 and 
Sunday mornings at 9:30.  

   
Knights of Columbus Men’s Choir sings at the 8:00 
Mass on the 2nd Sunday of each month. 
They will sing next in January.  Rehearsal at 7:15am 
on the morning of.   
 

Contemporary Choir sings at the 4:30 Mass on one 
Saturday of each month. They will sing next in 
January on January 21 and in February on February 
18. Rehearsal will be on the day of at 3:30pm.  
 
Youth Choir-Come Sing with Cindy Reynolds! -
Open to all school age children.   

This new youth choir will start up in January and 
sing once a month at the 8:00 Mass. They will sing 
next on January 15. Rehearsal will begin promptly at 
7:20am on the morning of.   
If interested, please contact Laura Beeves at 
lbpianomusic7@gmail.com 

Through the FIAT of our Blessed Mother Mary—

her immediate acceptance and consent to God’s 

will for her life—we are able to celebrate 

Christmas, the birth of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ and the birth of Christianity. Today 

we contemplate the wonder and the Holy 

Innocence of our Lord at his birth—his total 

dependence on his mother for all of his needs 

and the tender love between Mother and Son. 

If you know of or a woman who is experiencing a 

difficult pregnancy, please contact Rachel Sweet, 

(208) 608-8736, the parish office (913)724-1665 

or our Pro-life coordinators (913) 683-3520. 

 

Pro-Life Calendar: 

• Dec 25 - Monthly Knights of Columbus Rosary 

for Life--Holy Angels Adoration Chapel, 0830 am 

• Pro-Life Meeting Jan 3, Little Church 

Basement, 7 pm (monthly, 1st Tuesday of the 

month) We will be continuing our 12 part video 

series “Into Life – Love Changes Everything” – 

developed by the Sisters of Life and the McGrath 

institute for Church life as they explain what it 

means to walk with a woman who is pregnant 

and vulnerable. We welcome newcomers! 

• Jan 19-27 - 9 Days for Life Novena. Help us 

Pray to Protect Human Life! Sign up 

at www.Respectlife.org 

• January 19-22 - National March for Life 

Pilgrimage - Washington D.C. https://

archkck.org/prolife/activities/national-march-

for-life/ 

• January 24 - Kansas Rally, Mass & March for 

Life www.archkck.org/ignite 
• 0830 doors open, 0900 Speaker program, 1030 

Mass, 1200 March for Life 

• Christian Sidewalk Witness schedule (6013 

Leavenworth Rd) 

• Wednesdays from 9-10 am 

• Every friday from 10-11am 

• Every Saturday from 9-10 am 

• Prayers will include the Rosary and Divine 

Mercy Chaplet. 

• On third Saturday of each month, Christ The 

King Church will hold its monthly Pro-Life Vigil: 

Christ the King Church 3024 N 53rd St, KCK 

• Eucharistic Adoration from 7 pm Friday 

Evening until 8 am Mass Saturday then 

Christian Sidewalk Witness 6013 Leavenworth 

Rd 

There will be no Youth Group on Christmas Day or 
New Year's Day. We will have our youth group 
Christmas/Epiphany Party on Sunday January 8th.  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR TRIVIA NIGHT 

This night of fun will take place Friday, January 20th 
from 7-9 pm in the parish hall. Up to 20 teams will 
compete and showcase their knowledge of many 
exciting and various topics. This event is being put on 
by our Holy Angels Relationship Team (HART). Our 
hosts for the evening will be Nick and Rachel Sweet.  

http://www.respectlife.org/
https://archkck.org/prolife/activities/national-march-for-life/
https://archkck.org/prolife/activities/national-march-for-life/
https://archkck.org/prolife/activities/national-march-for-life/
http://www.archkck.org/ignite

