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Michaelmas*  (/MICK-əl-məs/)—also known as the Feast 

of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, the Feast of the 

Archangels, or the Feast of Saint Michael and All Angels—

is observed on the 29th of September in most Western 

liturgical calendars. In Christian angelology, the Archangel 

Michael is the greatest of all the Archangels and is honored 

for defeating Satan and his company in the war in heaven. 

His name in Hebrew means “Who is like God?”; that name 

was the war-cry of the good angels in the battle against the 

fallen angels.  

Resting on Scriptural references to St. Michael, Christian 

tradition gives to him four offices: 

• To fight against Satan [Revelation 12:7]. 

• To rescue the souls of the faithful from the power of the 

enemy, especially at the hour of death. 

• To be the champion of God's people, the Jews in the Old 

Law [Daniel 10:13 ff], the Christians in the New 

Testament; therefore he was the patron of the Church, 

and of the orders of knights during the Middle Ages. 

• To call away from earth and bring men's souls to 

judgment [Daniel 12; “signifer S. Michael repraesentet eas 

in lucam sanctam,” Offertorium Missa Defunctorum] 

In art St. Michael is represented as an angelic warrior, 

fully armed with helmet, sword, and shield (often the shield 

bears the Latin inscription: Quis ut Deus), standing over 

the dragon, whom he sometimes pierces with a lance. He 

also holds a pair of scales in which he weighs the souls of 

the departed, or the book of life, to show that he takes part 

in the judgment.  

Since the second half of the 20th century, Roman Catholics 

have observed  a unified feast on one common day for the 

three Archangels mentioned in the Bible—Saint Michael, 

Saint Gabriel, and Saint Raphael. In the time before that, 

their feasts were 29 September for St Michael alone, 24 

March for St Gabriel, and 24 October for St Raphael. 

As it falls near the equinox, Michaelmas is associated with 

the beginning of autumn and the shortening of days; in 

England, it is one of the “quarter days”. There are 

traditionally four “quarter days” in a year—Lady Day (25th 

March), Midsummer (24th June), Michaelmas (29th 

September) and Christmas (25th December). They are 

spaced three months apart, on religious festivals, usually 

close to the solstices or equinoxes.  It used to be said that 

harvest had to be completed by Michaelmas, almost like the 

marking of the end of the productive season and the 

beginning of the new cycle of farming. It was the time at 

which new servants were hired or land was exchanged and 

debts were paid. This is how Michaelmas came to be the 

time for electing magistrates, and also the beginning of 

legal and university terms at such places as the universities 

of Cambridge, Durham, Lancaster, the London School of 

Economics, Oxford, Swansea, and Dublin.  

Old Michaelmas Day falls on 11 October (10 October according 

to some sources); the dates are the result of the shift from the 

Julian to the Gregorian calendar. It is said that the Devil fell 

out of Heaven on this date, and fell into a blackberry bush, 

cursing the fruit as he fell. According to an old legend, 

blackberries should not be picked after this date. In Yorkshire, it 

is said that the devil had spat on them. This old legend is well 

known in all parts of the United Kingdom, even as far north as 

the Orkney Islands. In Cornwall, a similar legend prevails, 

however, the saying goes that the devil urinated on them. 

 

Later this week [2 October] is the feast of the Guardian 
Angels, angels that protect whichever particular person, 

group, kingdom, or country God assigns them to, and offer 

prayer to God on 

that person or 

entity's behalf. 

Belief in guardian 

angels can be 

traced throughout 

all antiquity. 

According to Saint 

Jerome, the concept of guardian angels is in the “mind of the 

Church.” He stated: “how great the dignity of the soul, since 

each one has from his birth an angel commissioned to guard 

it.” In the 15th century, the Feast of the Guardian Angels 

was added to the official calendar of Catholic holydays. 

In his 2 October 2014 homily for the Feast, Pope Francis 

told those gathered for daily Mass to be like children who 

pay attention to their “traveling companion.” “No one 

journeys alone and no one should think that they are alone,” 

the Pope said. During the Morning Meditation in the chapel 

of Santa Marta, the Pope noted that oftentimes, we have the 

feeling that “I should do this, this is not right, be careful.” 

This, he said, “is the voice of” our guardian angel. 

“According to Church tradition we all have an angel with us, 

who guards us…” The Pope instructed each, “Do not rebel, 

follow his advice!” The Pope urged that this “doctrine on the 

angels” not be considered “a little imaginative.” It is rather 

one of “truth.” It is “what Jesus, what God said: ‘I send an 

angel before you, to guard you, to accompany you on the 

way, so you will not make a mistake.’” 

Pope Francis concluded with a series of questions so that 

each one can examine his/her own conscience: “How is my 

relationship with my guardian angel? Do I listen to him? Do 

I bid him good day in the morning? Do I tell him: ‘guard me 

while I sleep?’ Do I speak with him? Do I ask his 

advice?...Each one of us can do so in order to evaluate the 

relationship with this angel that the Lord has sent to guard 

me and to accompany me on the path, and who always 

beholds the face of the Father who is in heaven.” 

 

*The name Michaelmas comes from a shortening of “Michael's 

Mass,” in the same style as Christmas (Christ's Mass) 

and Candlemas (Candle Mass, the Mass where traditionally candles 

used throughout the year are blessed).  



Remember in your Prayers 

All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister 

to the sick: Wesley Jackson, George Cochran, Mark Anthony 

Turner, Richard Windsor, Bill and Evelyn Riley, Rachel 

Fisher, Isabel Howard, David Hoppe; David, Shannon, and 

John Miazga; E.G., W.B., J.M., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. 

Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the 

person [or a member of his family] about adding the 

name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard 

someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or injured will be kept on the 

list for one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you 

must email the parish office.  

Mass Readings This Week 
29 September [OT 26] 

Amos 6:1a, 4-7; Psalm 146: 1b, 7-10;  

1st Timothy 6: 11-16; Luke 16: 19-31 

30 September  Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

Zechariah 8: 1-8; Psalm 102: 16-23, 29; Luke 9: 46-50 

1 October Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of 

the Church 

Zechariah 8: 20-23; Psalm 87: 1b-7; Luke 9: 51-56 

2 October Holy Guardian Angels 

Nehemiah 2: 1-8; Psalm 137: 1-6; Matthew 18: 1-12 

3 October Feria 

Nehemiah 8: 1-12; Psalm 19: 8-11; Luke 10: 1-12 

4 October Francis of Assisi 

Baruch 1: 15-22; Psalm 79: 1b-5, 8-9; Luke 10: 13-16 

5 October Feria 

Baruch 4: 5-12, 27-29; Psalm 69: 33-37; Luke 10: 17-24 

6 October [OT 27] 

Habakkuk 1: 2-3, 2: 2-4; Psalm 95: 1-2, 6-9;  

2nd Timothy 1: 6-8, 13-14; Luke 17: 5-10 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 28 September 

Wenceslaus, Martyr 

Lawrence Ruiz and Companions, Martyrs 

Vigil of the Sunday 

4:30 pm  Ernest A. LaValley +  [Lorraine LaValley] 

Sunday, 29 September 

15th Sunday after Trinity [OT 26] 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Robert Brosen + 

11 am  James Donovan +  [Jane Slattery] 

Monday, 30 September   

Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

9 am   no public mass 

Tuesday, 1 October  

Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 

9 am  Msgr. William J. O’Donnell +   

Wednesday, 2 October  

Holy Guardian Angels 

9 am Patricia LaValley +  [Lorraine LaValley] 

Thursday, 3 October  

Feria 

9 am  Luke Foster  

Friday, 4 October  

Francis of Assisi 

9 am  Madeline’s intentions [George Hickey Jr.] 

Saturday, 5 October  

Feria 

Vigil of the Sunday 

4:30 pm  Jane Donovan  [Jane Slattery] 

Sunday, 6 October  

16th Sunday after Trinity [OT 27] 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Maximino and Eugenia Cacas  [Maria Cacas] 

11 am  Mat and Leann Kennedy [Don and Diana Gritz] 
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