
20 October 2019 

The meeting of Abraham and Melchisedek 



How shall I make a return to the Lord for all the good 

he has done for me?   —Psalm 116:11 

Stewardship  
Part of the Anglican patrimony that St. Luke’s brought with 

them into the Catholic Church is the longstanding tradition 

of observing October as Stewardship Month, reflecting on 

how we receive and use God’s gifts to us.  

All Christians are called to recognize that everything they 

have and are is a gift from God, which they are required to 

use wisely and generously. To speak of God as Lord is to 

acknowledge that we do not belong to ourselves, but to Him. 

Thus all of our time, talent, and treasure belong to Him as 

well.  

Do we give Him the best that we have or only what is left 

over after we have satisfied our own wants?  

 

Thou shalt love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 

This is the first and great commandment. And the 

second is like unto it; thou shalt love thy neighbor as 

thyself.                                      —Matthew 22: 37-39 

First Fruits  
As we saw in the story of Cain and Abel in the Book of 

Genesis, Cain’s sacrifice to God was unacceptable because 

it was not given as “first fruits” in the manner of Abel’s 

sacrifice, which was the best Abel had to offer and which 

was given to God first before he kept anything for himself.  

It is in this light that we should examine how we offer our 

time, talent, and treasure to God. 

• Do we give God time every day in prayer, especially in 

thanksgiving? Do we recognize that everything we have 

is a gift from Him? Or do we treat our time and 

possessions as our own, which we parcel out to God 

and to our neighbor as we are most comfortable with? 

• Do we give to the Church and to the needy a 

prayerfully determined amount from the beginning, 

before we pay other bills or satisfy other desires? Or do 

we only give what we have left over, that which does 

not entail any real sacrifice? 

• When we volunteer our time and skills to the Church 

or to those in need, do we give our best and most 

professional performance, as if we were serving a 

beloved and generous patron? Or do we do less than if 

we had been paid to do it? 

In truth, our failure to give God our first and our best, 

which are of right His, reveals our attachment to this world 

over the next.  

 

Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

     —Matthew 6: 21 

 

Tithing 

Since the time of Abraham, the gift of one tenth has been 

the mark of thanksgiving: 

“Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought out bread and wine, 

and being a priest of God Most High, he blessed Abram 

with these words: ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, the 

creator of heaven and earth; And blessed be God Most High, 

who delivered your foes into your hand.’ Then Abram gave 

him a tenth of everything” (Genesis 14:18-20).  

And: “Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘If God will be with me and 

will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to 

eat and clothing to wear, so that I come again to my father's 

house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, and this 

stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God's house. 

And of all that you give me I will give a full tenth to 

you.’” (Genesis 28: 20-22) 

It was the Law of Moses for the people of Israel that a tithe 

[one tenth] of their produce should be given to the priests 

and Levites, and for the support of the widow, the orphan, 

and the foreigner. And Christian tradition of long-standing 

has encouraged, even mandated until the 20th century, a 

tithe to the support of the Church and her mission. Even 

now, the Church teaches that “the faithful also have the 

duty of providing for the material needs of the Church, each 

according to his own abilities” (CCC 2043). Thus, she ruled 

that the “Christian faithful are obliged to assist with the 

needs of the Church so that the Church has what is 

necessary for divine worship, for apostolic works and works 

of charity, and for the decent sustenance of ministers” (CCL 

222).  

It is thus now a matter of prudential judgement what 

amount of our time, talent, and treasure we give to the 

Church. But that it is necessary to give is clear from Sacred 

Scripture. In 1 Corinthians 16:2, St. Paul writes, “On the 

first day of the week [Sunday] each of you should set aside 

whatever he can afford.” In 2 Corinthians 9:5-8, he teaches: 

“So I thought it necessary to encourage the brothers to go 

on ahead to you and arrange in advance for your promised 

gift [donation], so that in this way it might be ready as a 

bountiful gift and not as an exaction. Consider this: 

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each 

must do as already determined without sadness or 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Moreover, God 

is able to make every grace abundant for you, so that in all 

things, always having all you need, you may have an 

abundance for every good work.” 

What is clear from these passages is that our gifts should be 

given deliberately, cheerfully, and generously, even 

sacrificially.  For “Give, and it will be given to you. A 

good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 

running over, will be poured into your lap. For with 

the measure you use, it will be measured to you” (Luke 

6:38).  



Remember in your Prayers 

All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister 

to the sick: Wesley Jackson, Sister Constance Ward, George 

Cochran, Mark Anthony Turner, Richard Windsor, Deirdre 

McQuade, Rachel Fisher, Isabel Howard, Joyce Doyle,  

Patricia Ransom, David Hoppe, David, Shannon, and John 

Gwiazda; C. M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., J.M., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. 

Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the 

person [or a member of his family] about adding the 

name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard 

someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the 

list for one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you 

must email the parish office.  

Mass Readings This Week 
20 October [OT 29] 

Exodus 17: 8-13; Psalm 121: 1-8;  

2 Timothy 3: 14—4:2; Luke 18: 1-8 

21 October Feria 

Romans 4: 20-25; Luke 1: 69-75; Luke 12: 13-21 

22 October John Paul II, Pope 

Romans 5: 12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Psalm 40: 7-10, 17; Luke 

12: 35-38 

23 October John of Capistrano, Priest 

Romans 6: 12-18; Psalm 124: 1-8; Luke 12: 39-48 

24 October Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop  

Romans 6: 19-23; Psalm 1: 1-4, 6; Luke 12: 49-53 

25 October Feria 

Romans 7: 18-25; Psalm 119: 66, 68, 76-77, 93-94; Luke 12: 

54-59 

26 October Feria 

Romans 8: 1-11; Psalm 24: 1-6; Luke 13: 1-9 

27 October [OT 30] 

Sirach 35: 12c-14, 16-18b; Psalm 34: 1-2, 16-18, 22;  

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18: 9-14 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 19 October 

Vigil of the Sunday 

4:30 pm  Helen Donovan  [Jane Slattery] 

Sunday, 20 October 

18th Sunday after Trinity [OT 29] 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Eric Smith  [Jane Slattery] 

11 am  Cora Guerrat  [Rosemary Coller] 

Monday, 21 October 

Feria 

9 am   no public mass 

Tuesday, 22 October 

John Paul II, Pope 

9 am  Clairette Brosen+   

Wednesday, 23 October 

John of Capistrano, Priest 

9 am  Helen Tierney  [Jane Slattery] 

Thursday, 24 October 

Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop  

9 am  Edward Guinivan and companions  

Friday, 25 October 

Feria 

9 am  Eunice Gilbert +  [Rosemary Coller] 

Saturday, 26 October 

Feria 

Vigil of the Sunday 

4:30 pm  Deacon Clark Glenn [Jane Slattery] 

Sunday, 27 October 

19th Sunday after Trinity [OT 30] 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Ernest R. LaValley+ [Lorraine LaValley] 

11 am  Monica Hayes + 
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