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Rogationtide: The Minor Rogations 

Back on April 25th, we celebrated the Major Rogation 

by the chanting of the Great Litanies by Fr. Vidal and 

Music Director Jonathan Wanner. Though called the 

Major Rogation, it is less well-known than the Minor 

Rogations of this week. 

This time of Rogationtide takes its name from the 

three days —Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of 

this week— which lead up to Ascension Thursday. 

And it is from this period that the Sixth Sunday of 

Easter takes the name Rogation Sunday. 

The faithful typically have observed the Rogation days 

by fasting and abstinence in preparation for 

celebrating the Ascension, and farmers often had their 

crops blessed by a priest at this time. Violet vestments 

are worn at the Rogation litany and its associated 

Mass, regardless of what colour is worn at the 

ordinary liturgies of the day  

While the Major Rogation is of Roman origin, 

instituted by Pope St. Gregory the Great (b. 540) 

after a great plague besieged Rome, the Minor 

Rogation Days —Rogationtide — are of French 

origin, coming about in the 5th century, when St. 

Mamertus, Bishop of Vienne, Dauphiné instituted 

them after a series of natural calamities.  In response, 

Mamertus led his flock in three days of prayer and 

procession leading up to the feast of the Ascension, 

He is reported to have said: “We shall pray to God 

that He will turn away the plagues from us, and 

preserve us from all ill, from hail and drought, fire 

and pestilence, and from the fury of our enemies; to 

give us favorable seasons, that our land may be fertile, 

good weather and good health, and that we may have 

peace and tranquility, and obtain pardon for our sins.” 

The disasters ended. Other bishops in the region 

quickly adopted the same practice. In AD 511, the 

Fifth Council of Orleans made the three days of 

prayer mandatory in France. In the 9th Century, 

Pope Leo III extended the practice to the entire 

Church. 

The liturgy for the Rogation Days, during which the 

priest is vested in purple, begins with Psalm 43:26 —

“Arise, O Lord, help us and redeem us for Thy name's 

sake” — which is followed by the Litany of the Saints. 

At the Litany's “Sancta Maria,” all stand and 

a procession begins. 

The Litany is followed by Psalm 69, a series of 

petitions, and, at the conclusion of the procession,  the 

Mass, with readings from James 5:16-20 and Luke 

11:5-14. Prayer for God's blessing of farmers' fields so 

that they yield a bountiful harvest is common. 

It became the custom in England and its territories to 

also use the procession to “beat the bounds” — to mark 

and establish the boundaries of the parish — while also 

blessing the trees, stones and fields. In modern times, 

the actual purpose of beating the bounds — to impress 

the boundaries of the parish on everyone's mind — has 

ceased to be necessary due to modern surveying 

techniques, and the practice is largely ceremonial. 

Many modern parishes, especially in the United 

States, have boundaries that are too extensive to walk. 

Still, we could learn where those boundaries are and 

walk a portion of them, getting to know our 

surroundings, and maybe our neighbors, in the process. 

“Rogation” comes from the Latin rogare, which means 

“to ask,” and Rogation Days are days during which we 

ask God to avert the chastisements He makes manifest 

through natural disasters, and to bestow His blessings, 

particularly with regard to farming, gardening, and 

other agricultural pursuits. These days are set aside to 

remind us how radically dependent we are on God 

through His creation, and how prayer can help protect 

us from nature's often cruel ways.   

 

It is quite easy to sentimentalize nature and to forget 

how powerful, even savage, she can be. We tend to 

focus only on her lovelier aspects –flowers, sunsets, 

vistas– but in an instant, the veneer of civilization 

we've built to keep nature under control can be swept 

away. Cataclysmic events such as earthquakes, 

volcanoes, floods, droughts, and epidemics are also a 

part of the natural world. All that happens is either by 

God's active or passive Will, and all throughout 

Scripture He uses the elements to warn, punish, 

humble, and instruct us. We need to be humble before 

and respectful of nature, but we need most especially 

to be humble before her Creator, Who wills her 

existence and doings at each instant, whether actively 

or passively. 



Remember in your Prayers 

All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister 

to the sick: John Hogan, Deirdre McQuade, Danny Hart, 

Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, 

Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, George Cochran, 

Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, 

Jacqueline Chancio, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, 

Victoria P.; M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., 

W.B., J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Be-

fore calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a 

member of his family] about adding the name—we do not want 

to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for 

one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the 

parish office.  

Mass Readings This Week 
17 May Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17; Psalm 66: 1-7, 16, 20;  

1 Peter 3: 15-18; John 14: 15-21 

18 May John I, Pope and Martyr 

Acts 16: 11-15; Psalm 149: 1b-6a, 9b; John 15: 26 — 16: 4a 

19 May Eastertide Feria 

Acts 16: 22-34; Psalm 138: 1-3, 7c-8; John 16: 5-11 

20 May Bernardine of Siena, Priest 

Acts 17: 15, 22 — 18: 1; Psalm 148: 1-2, 11-14; John 16: 12-15 

21 May  Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and Companions, 

Martyrs 

Acts 18: 1-8; Psalm 98: 1-4; John 16: 16-20 

22 May Rita of Cascia, Religious 

Acts 18: 9-18; Psalm 47: 2-7; John 16: 20-23 

23 May Eastertide Feria 

Acts 18: 23-28; Psalm 47: 2-3, 8-10; John 16: 23b-28  

24 May Feast of the Ascension, Observed [ADW] 

Acts 1: 1-11; Psalm 47: 2-3, 6-9;  

Ephesians 1: 17-23; Matthew 28: 16-20 

 

 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 16 May 

Eastertide Feria 

Rev. Michael J. Curley + 

Sunday, 17 May 

Sixth Sunday of Easter, called Rogation Sunday 

Pro populo 

Monday, 18 May  

Rogation Day 

The Hickey family  [George F. Hickey, Jr.] 

Tuesday, 19 May 

Rogation Day 

Rev. Charles C. Green + 

Wednesday, 20 May  

Rogation Day 

Marion Slattery +  [Jane Slattery] 

Thursday, 21 May 

ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Henry Guinivan 

Friday, 22 May  

Rita of Cascia, Religious 

Teresa Horan + [Jane Slattery] 

Saturday, 23 May 

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 

Mothers’ Day memorials 

Sunday, 24 May 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Pro populo 

 

Fr. Vidal will be saying private masses daily until the coro-

navirus protocols permit public celebration once more. 

Mass intentions will therefore be covered. 
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