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Joachim and Anne 

In the traditions arising from apocryphal writings such as 

the 2nd-century Protoevangelium of James (“First Gospel 

of James”) and the 3rd-century Evangelium de nativitate 

Mariae (“Gospel of the Nativity of Mary”), Saints Anne 

and Joachim were the parents of the Virgin Mary. 

According to these noncanonical sources, Anne (Hebrew: 

Hannah) was born in Bethlehem in Judaea. She married 

Joachim, and, although they shared a wealthy and devout 

life at Nazareth, they sorrowed over their childlessness. 

Joachim, reproached at the Temple for his sterility, 

retreated into the countryside to pray, while Anne, 

grieved by his disappearance and by her barrenness, 

solemnly promised God that, if given a child, she would 

dedicate it to the Lord’s service. Both received the vision 

of an angel, who announced that Anne would conceive and 

bear a most wondrous child. The couple rejoiced at the 

birth of their daughter, whom Anne named Mary. When 

the child was three years old, Joachim and Anne, in 

fulfillment of her divine promise, brought Mary to the 

Temple of Jerusalem, where they left her to be brought 

up. 

The Protoevangelium became the foundation for 

establishing the liturgical feasts of the Nativity of the 

Virgin Mary (September 8) and the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (December 8). 

The dedication of Mary at the Temple became so 

important in church doctrine that by 1585 Pope Sixtus V 

included in the Western church calendar the liturgical 

feast of the Presentation of the Virgin Mary (November 

21). Although this festival originated early in the East, 

probably at Jerusalem in 543, its first Western observance 

was recorded in England in the 11th century. 

Besides portrayals of the couple with their daughter and 

grandson, there are two traditional depictions of the 

couple in art: The Meeting at the Golden Gate and The 

Presentation of Mary at the Temple. 

Joachim and Anne 

Meeting at the 

Golden Gate depicts 

the story of the 

pair meeting at the 

Golden Gate of 

Jerusalem, upon 

learning that she 

will bear a child. It 

is not in the New 

Testament, but is 

in the 

Protoevangelium of 

James and other 

apocryphal 

accounts; however 

it was tolerated by 

the Church. It featured in Voragine's Golden Legend 

(c.1260) and other popular accounts. The story was a 

popular subject in cycles of the Life of the Virgin in art; 

the 14th and 15th centuries were the heyday of 

depictions.  

Benedictus Chelidonius' work describes the story of the 

married couple Joachim and Anne, who, though they 

were devoted to each other, were deeply unhappy as 

they were childless, which they took as a sign that they 

must have been rejected by God. An angel informs Anne 

of her conception, while at the same time asking her to 

meet her husband at the city gate in Jerusalem. On 

meeting, the couple entwine in joy. According to 

Chelidonius: “Overjoyed, Anne threw herself into the 

arms of her husband; together they rejoiced about the 

honour that was to be granted them in the form of a 

child.” In traditional depictions of the occasion, the pair 

embrace, but don't kiss. The main figures may be 

accompanied, usually Anne with women and Joachim 

with shepherds. The Archangel Gabriel, always shown 

in Annunciations to Mary, may appear here also. 

Sometimes other saints are included. 

Representations of The 

Presentation of the Virgin 

Mary, also called Entry of 

the Most Holy Theotokos 

into the Temple, are linked 

to the feast celebrated in 

the Roman Catholic and 

Eastern churches on 

November 21. This feast 

was held in the Eastern 

church in the 6th century 

but did not become widely 

accepted in the West until 

the 15th century. The pope 

St. Pius V (1566–72) 

suppressed it, but in 1585 

Pope Sixtus V reestablished the feast. Generally 

considered a feast of popular piety, it signifies Mary’s 

total and lifelong devotion to God, as anticipated by her 

Immaculate Conception, and heralds her future vocation 

as the sacred vessel for the Incarnation. The feast is 

based on a legend in the Protoevangelium of James 

commemorating a visit by the three-year-old Mary to 

the Temple in Jerusalem, where she was dedicated to 

the service of God and left to be raised as a consecrated 

virgin, in fulfillment of a sacred promise made by her 

parents during their long struggle with childlessness. 

St. Anne is one of the patron saints of women in labour. 

As the grandparents of Jesus, Saints Anne and Joachim 

are also considered the patron saints of grandparents. 

July 26th is their feastday, which is not marked this 

year as it is superseded by the Sunday celebration. 

 



Remember in your Prayers 

All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister 

to the sick: Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Deirdre McQuade, 

Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family,  

Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, 

George Cochran, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, 

Patricia Ransom, Jacqueline Chancio, Beverly A. Woods,  

Kerianna Prather, Victoria P.; M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., 

C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. 

Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person 

[or a member of his family] about adding the name—we do not 

want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for 

one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the 

parish office.  

Announcements 

Clearing the Playground 
Volunteers will be clearing out and sprucing up the 

playground after the 11 am Mass on Sunday, July 26th. We 

also hope to clear out the small garden that is right next to 

the playground, and get a community garden started. If you 

would like to help, bring your garden tools and come on 

down.  

Bible Study Has Resumed  
St. Ignatius Bible Study has resumed. Interested in learning 

more about your faith? Looking for a way to deepen your 

knowledge of Scripture? Join the group in the downstairs 

meeting room of the parish house, Wednesdays following the 

9 am Mass in the chapel. 

Pew Project 
We continue to work on stripping the beadboard in the 

interior of the church, usually one weekday each week. There 

will be a two-week hiatus until the week of August 10th, but 

then work will resume.  If you are interested in assisting in 

this work, send an email to the office, and we will let you 

know when our workdays are scheduled. 

 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 25 July  

Anticipated Mass for Sunday 

4:30 pm  Corazon Bilgera +  [Susie Martinez] 

Sunday, 26 July 

The Seventh Sunday after Trinity  

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Deborah Whelan 

11 am  Richard E. Windsor III [Jackie Windsor] 

Monday, 27 July  

Feria 

9 am   no public mass 

Tuesday, 28 July  

Feria 

9 am  Ovide and Jeanne Lamontagne + 

Wednesday, 29 July  

Martha 

9 am  Victoria Paredes + [Susie Martinez] 

Thursday, 30 July  

Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

9 am  Joy and Jean Vidal + 

Friday, 31 July  

Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 

9 am  Leslie Lee + [Lester Lee] 

Saturday, 1 August  

Anticipated Mass for Sunday 

4:30 pm  special intention  [S. White] 

Sunday, 2 August 

The Eighth Sunday after Trinity  

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  the forgotten souls in our graveyard + 

11 am  Lucy Guinivan 
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