
20 December 2020 

Masses 

Saturday [anticipated]   4:30 pm 

Sunday     8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am 
Mass Tuesday-Friday in the chapel at 9 am 

Confessions 

Tuesday      7-7:30 pm 

Saturday     3-4 pm 

in the chapel 



Christmas Eve 

The final O antiphon  

The Great O Antiphons are used as the Antiphons on the 

Magnificat at Evening Prayer, from December 17
th
 to 23

rd
. 

English medieval practice arose of moving all of the antiphons 

forwards by one day (commencing therefore on 16 December) 

and adding another (eighth) antiphon on 23 December, O 

Virgo virginum. Divine Worship: The Missal, used in the 

Personal Ordinariates, keeps the traditional order and moves 

O Virgo virginum to serve as the Alleluia verse of the 

morning Mass on December 24
th
, and as the Antiphon on the 

Benedictus at Morning Prayer on the same day. 

Latin: 

O Virgo virginum, quomodo fiet istud? 

Quia nec primam similem visa es nec habere sequentem. 

Filiae Jerusalem, quid me admiramini? 

Divinum est mysterium hoc quod cernitis. 

English: 

O Virgin of virgins, how shall this be? 

For neither before thee was any like thee, nor shall there be 

after. 

Daughters of Jerusalem, why marvel ye at me? 

The thing which ye behold is a divine mystery. 

 

Adam and Eve  

The first man and woman were created in a state of innocence 

but they soon acquired, through actual transgression, the 

knowledge of good and evil, and with it the sense of shame 

which had been previously unknown to them. In the story of 

the Fall, the serpent, identified with Satan, tempts Eve, and 

she in turn tempts Adam, who yields. Immediately their eyes 

are opened, but in an unexpected manner. Shame and remorse 

take possession of them, and they seek to hide from the face 

of the Lord.  

For her share in the transgression, Eve (and womankind after 

her) is sentenced to a life of sorrow and travail, and to be 

under the power of her husband. This sentence expresses 

what, in the nature of things, was bound to follow in a world 

dominated by sin and its consequences. The natural 

dependence and subjection of the weaker party was destined 

inevitably to become something little short of slavery. But if 

woman was the occasion of man's transgression and fall, it was 

also decreed in the Divine counsels, that she was to be 

instrumental in the scheme of restoration, through the 

obedience of that daughter of Eve, Mary. On the old Roman 

calendar, the Church observed the feast day of Saints Adam 

and Eve on the vigil of Christmas, December 24th. That is 

still a good day to remember our First Parents and to pray for 

true remorse for our sins. It is also a good day make a 

sacramental confession. When is the last time you confessed?  

 

 

Eve  

When we left the garden we knew that it would be forever.  

The new world we entered was dark and strange. Nights 

were cold.  

We lay together for warmth, and because we were afraid  

of the unnamed animals, and of the others; we had never  

known about the giants, and angels gone wild. We had not 

been told of dwarves and elves; they teased us; we hid 

whenever they played.  

 

Adam held me. When my belly grew taut and began to swell  

I didn’t know what was happening. I thought it was the 

beginning of death, the very first death. I clung to Adam and 

cried.  

As I grew bigger something within me moved. One day I fell  

and the pains started. A true angel came and pushed the 

grinning creatures back. Adam helped. There was a tearing. 

I thought I’d died.  

 

Instead, from within me came a tiny thing, a new creature,  

red-faced, bellowing, mouth groping for my breast.  

This was not death, but birth, and joy came to my heart 

again.  

This was the first-born child. How I did laugh and sing!  

But from this birth came death. He never gave me any rest.  

And then he killed his brother. Oh, my child. Oh, my son 

Cain.  

 

I watched from then on over every birth,  

seeing in each babe cruelty ready to kill compassion.  

For centuries the pattern did not change. Birth always meant 

death.  

Each manchild who was born upon the longing earth  

in gratefulness and joy brought me only a fresh ration  

of tears. I had let hate into the world with that first breath.  

 

Yet something made me hope. Each baby born  

brought me hurrying, bringing, as in the old tales, a gift  

looking – for what? I went to every slum and cave and palace  

seeking the mothers, thinking that at least I could warn  

their hearts. Thus perhaps the balance might shift  

and kindness and concern replace self-will and malice.  

 

So I was waiting at that extraordinary intersection  

of Eternity and Time when David’s son (Adam’s, too)  

was born. I watched the Incarnate at his mother’s breast  

making, by his humble, holy birth the one possible correction  

of all that I by disobedience had done. I knelt and saw new  

Adam, and I cried, “My son!” and came at last to rest.  

 

—Madeleine L’Engle 

 
 
 
 
 



Remember in your Prayers 

All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister 

to the sick: Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, 

Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Deirdre McQuade, Danny Hart, 

Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, 

Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, George Cochran, 

Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, 

Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Victoria P.; 

D.K.C.,M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., 

J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. 

Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person 

[or a member of his family] about adding the name—we do not 

want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for 

one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the 

parish office.  

Announcements 
The Knights of Columbus are looking for men 18 years old 

and older that are in good standing with the Catholic Church 

to join the parish's own St John Fisher Council 16499. If you 

are interested, please contact brother Knight Joe Chancio at 

301-751-2368 or email jchan319@comcast.net. Wives, 

mothers, sisters, fiancées, and girlfriends: please encourage 

the men you know to consider joining.  

 

Mass Schedule for Christmas 
Christmas Eve  Thursday December 24th 

4:30 pm Roman Missal [with carols] 

10:30 pm Divine Worship Mass with choral prelude 

Christmas Day  Friday December 25th 

9 am Roman Missal [with carols] 

 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God  Friday January 1st 

9 am Roman Missal 

7:30 pm Divine Worship 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 19 December 

O Radix Jesse 

Anticipated Mass for Sunday 

4:30 pm  Robert Bork +   

Sunday, 20 December 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

O Clavis David 

8 am  Joe Diana [Joe and Jackie Chancio] 

9:30 am  Michael Slattery [Jane Slattery] 

11 am  Pro populo 

Monday, 21 December 

O Oriens 

9 am   no public mass 

Tuesday, 22 December 

O Rex Gentium 

9 am  Betty Peters + [Lorraine LaValley] 

Wednesday, 23 December 

O Emmanuel 

John of Kanty, Priest 

9 am  Jack Grubber 

Thursday, 24 December 

O Virgo virginum 

9 am  deceased clergy of the parish +  [George F. Hickey Jr.] 

4:30 pm vigil   Pro populo 

10:30 pm  John Dunstaple  + 

Friday, 25 December 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

9 am  Leslie Lee + [Lester Lee] 

Saturday, 26 December 

Stephen, the First Martyr 

Anticipated Mass for Sunday 

4:30 pm  Richie Scott  + 

Sunday, 27 December 

Feast of the Holy Family 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Dumas Malone  + 

11 am  Emily Guinivan 

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Florian Hocke - Co-Chair 

Jackie Chancio 

Deacon Clark Glenn 

Joseph Somerville 

Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney - Co-chair 

Nicole Crawford  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

Susan White - ex officio 

Karen King - ex officio 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal 
Pastor, St. Ignatius 
Pastor, St. Luke’s 

 
Joint Pastoral Council 

Randy King - Co-chair 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Fran Doyle  James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 


