
27 December 2020 

Masses 

Saturday [anticipated]   4:30 pm 

Sunday     8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am 
Mass Tuesday-Friday in the chapel at 9 am 

Confessions 

Tuesday      7-7:30 pm 

Saturday     3-4 pm 

in the chapel 



The Holy Family: Sanctuary of Love and Cradle of Life 

Inspired by the Gospel, the Fathers of the Church from the 

earliest centuries stressed that just as St. Joseph took loving 

care of Mary and gladly dedicated himself to Jesus Christ's 

upbringing, he likewise watches over and protects Christ's 

Mystical Body, that is, the Church, of which the Virgin Mary 

is the exemplar and model…. 

….Together with Mary, and in relation to Mary, [Joseph] 

shares in this final phase of God's self-revelation in Christ and 

he does so from the very beginning. Looking at the gospel 

texts of both Matthew and Luke, one can also say that Joseph 

is the first to share in the faith of the Mother of God and that 

in doing so he supports his spouse in the faith of the divine 

annunciation. He is also the first to be placed by God on the 

path of Mary's “pilgrimage of faith.” It is a path along which— 

especially at the time of Calvary and Pentecost—Mary will 

precede in a perfect way…. 

...As can be deduced from the gospel texts, Joseph's marriage 

to Mary is the juridical basis of his fatherhood. It was to 

assure fatherly protection for Jesus that God chose Joseph to 

be Mary's spouse. It follows that Joseph's fatherhood—a 

relationship that places him as close as possible to Christ, to 

whom every election and predestination is ordered (cf. Rom 

8:28-29)—comes to pass through marriage to Mary, that is, 

through the family. 

While clearly affirming that Jesus was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit, and that virginity remained intact in the 

marriage (cf. Mt 1:18-25; Lk 1:26-38), the evangelists refer to 

Joseph as Mary's husband and to Mary as his wife (cf. Mt 

1:16, 18-20, 24; Lk 1:27; 2:5). 

And while it is important for the Church to profess the 

virginal conception of Jesus, it is no less important to uphold 

Mary's marriage to Joseph, because juridically Joseph's 

fatherhood depends on it. Thus one understands why the 

generations are listed according to the genealogy of Joseph: 

“Why,” St. Augustine asks, “should they not be according to 

Joseph? Was he not Mary's husband?... Scripture states, 

through the authority of an angel, that he was her husband. 

Do not fear, says the angel, to take Mary your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. Joseph was 

told to name the child, although not born from his seed. She 

will bear a son, the angel says, and you will call him Jesus. 

Scripture recognizes that Jesus is not born of Joseph's seed, 

since in his concern about the origin of Mary's pregnancy, 

Joseph is told that it is of the Holy Spirit. Nonetheless, he is 

not deprived of his fatherly authority from the moment that he 

is told to name the child. Finally, even the Virgin Mary, well 

aware that she has not conceived Christ as a result of conjugal 

relations with Joseph, still calls him Christ's father.” 

The Son of Mary is also Joseph's Son by virtue of the 

marriage bond that unites them: “By reason of their faithful 

marriage both of them deserve to be called Christ's parents, 

not only his mother, but also his father, who was a parent in 

the same way that he was the mother's spouse: in mind, not in 

the flesh.” In this marriage none of the requisites of marriage 

were lacking: “In Christ's parents all the goods of marriage 

were realized—offspring, fidelity, the sacrament: the offspring 

being the Lord Jesus himself; fidelity, since there was no 

adultery: the sacrament, since there was no divorce.” 

Analyzing the nature of marriage, both St. Augustine and St. 

Thomas always identify it with an “indivisible union of 

souls,” a “union of hearts,” with “consent.” These elements 

are found in an exemplary manner in the marriage of Mary 

and Joseph. At the culmination of the history of salvation, 

when God reveals his love for humanity through the gift of 

the Word, it is precisely the marriage of Mary and Joseph 

that brings to realization in full “freedom” the “spousal gift of 

self” in receiving and expressing such a love. “In this great 

undertaking which is the renewal of all things in Christ, 

marriage—it too purified and renewed—becomes a new 

reality, a sacrament of the New Covenant. We see that at 

the beginning of the New Testament, as at the beginning of 

the Old, there is a married couple. But whereas Adam and 

Eve were the source of evil which was unleashed on the 

world, Joseph and Mary arc the summit from which holiness 

spreads all over the earth. The Savior began the work of 

salvation by this virginal and holy union, wherein is 

manifested his all-powerful will to purify and sanctify the 

family—that sanctuary of love and cradle of life.” 

How much the family of today can learn from this! “The 

essence and role of the family are in the final analysis 

specified by love. Hence the family has the mission to guard, 

reveal and 

communicate 

love, and this is 

a living 

reflection of and 

a real sharing in 

God's love for 

humanity and 

the love of 

Christ the Lord 

for the Church 

his bride.” This 

being the case, it 

is in the Holy 

Family, the 

original “Church 

in miniature (Ecclesia domestica),” that every Christian 

family must be reflected. “Through God's mysterious design, 

it was in that family that the Son of God spent long years of 

a hidden life. It is therefore the prototype and example for all 

Christian families.” 

—From the apostolic exhortation Redemptoris Custos  

of Pope St. John Paul II [15 August 1989] 

On the Person and Mission of Saint Joseph in the Life of 

Christ and of the Church 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Remember in your Prayers 

All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister 

to the sick: Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, 

Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Deirdre McQuade, Danny Hart, 

Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, 

Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, George Cochran, 

Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, 

Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Victoria P.; 

D.K.C.,M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., 

J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. 

Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person 

[or a member of his family] about adding the name—we do not 

want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for 

one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the 

parish office.  

 

Announcements 
The Knights of Columbus is looking for men 18 years old 

and older that are in good standing with the Catholic Church 

to join the parish's own St John Fisher council 16499. If you 

are interested, please contact brother Knight Joe Chancio at 

301-751-2368 or email jchan319@comcast.net. Wives, 

mothers, sisters, fiancées, and girlfriends: please encourage 

the men you know to consider joining.  

Year of St. Joseph 

In his Apostolic Letter Patris corde (“With a Father’s 

Heart”), Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the 

declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal 

Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Father has 

proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from  8 December 2020 

to 8 December 2021.  

Holyday of Obligation This Friday 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God  Friday January 1st 

9 am Roman Missal 

7:30 pm Divine Worship 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 26 December 

Stephen, the First Martyr 

Anticipated Mass for Sunday 

4:30 pm  Richie Scott  + 

Sunday, 27 December 

Feast of the Holy Family 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Dumas Malone  + 

11 am  Emily Guinivan 

Monday, 28 December 

Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

9 am   no public mass 

Tuesday, 29 December 

Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 

9 am  Jose Manlapaz + [Susie Martinez] 

Wednesday, 30 December 

Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

9 am  Michael Slattery  [Jane Slattery] 

Thursday, 31 December 

Sylvester I, Pope 

9 am  Robert Hugh Benson +   

Friday, 1 January 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD 

9 am  Pro populo 

7:30 pm  Harry Guinivan 

Saturday, 2 January 

Anticipated Mass for Sunday 

4:30 pm  Tim and Virginia Fox 

Sunday, 3 January 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Joy and Jean Vidal + 

11 am  David Paddock + 

 

 

 

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Florian Hocke - Co-Chair 

Jackie Chancio 

Deacon Clark Glenn 

Joseph Somerville 

Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney - Co-chair 

Nicole Crawford  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

Susan White - ex officio 

Karen King - ex officio 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal 
Pastor, St. Ignatius 
Pastor, St. Luke’s 

 
Joint Pastoral Council 

Randy King - Co-chair 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Fran Doyle  James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 


