
3 January 2021 

Masses 

Saturday [anticipated]   4:30 pm 

Sunday     8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am 
Mass Tuesday-Friday in the chapel at 9 am 

Confessions 

Tuesday      7-7:30 pm 

Saturday     3-4 pm 

in the chapel 



The Magi and A Carol 
What we know about a rather odd Christmas Carol 

I saw three ships come sailing in, 

    On Christmas day, on Christmas day, 

I saw three ships come sailing in, 

    On Christmas day in the morning. 

 

2. And what was in those ships all three?   

3. Our Saviour Christ and his Lady…  

4. Pray whither sailed those ships all three?.. 

5. Oh, they sailed into Bethlehem… 

6. And all the bells on earth shall ring…  

7. And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing… 

8. And all the souls on earth shall sing… 

9. Then let us all rejoice, amain… 

 

We are told in The New Oxford Book of Carols [Hugh Keyte 

& Andrew Parrott, editors; 1992]: 

 The text, from Sandys’s Christmas Carols, Ancient 

 and Modern (1833), is one of many variant versions, 

 of which the earliest is in Forbes’s Cantus (1666 

 edition). They derive from the Mediterranean 

 journeyings of the supposed relics of the magi, the 

 “Three Kings of Cologne”, the splendor of whose 

 final voyage has remained vivid in European folk 

 memory. The Empress Helena, mother of 

 Constantine the Great and discoverer of the True 

 Cross, carried them to Constantinople in the fourth 

 century, from where they were later taken by St. 

 Eustathius to Milan. In 1162 the skulls were gifted to 

 Cologne Cathedral by Friedrich Barbarossa, and 

 Bishop Renaldus brought them there, to rest in the 

 jewelled caskets in which they remain to this day. A 

 version of the carol collected from a boatman on the 

 River Humber by Lewis Davis begins much as “I saw 

 three ships”, but continues: ‘I axed ‘em what they’d 

 got on board…They said they’d got three crawns 

 [skulls]…I axed ‘em where they was taken to…They 

 said they was going to Coln upon Rhine…I axed them 

 where they came frae…They said they came frae 

 Bethlehem…’ It is likely that in English versions of 

 the song the voyage to Cologne has fused with a 

 quite different tradition of symbolic ships, of which 

 ‘Es kommt ein Schiff, geladen’ [‘A ship there comes, 

 a-laden’] is one of many German examples…. 

An English version of the carol dating to the reign of Henry 

VII gives a narrative of the Visit of the Magi in twelve verses: 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the passage of time, and as the song moved from village 

to village, many variants appeared. Eventually it was Mary 

and her son Jesus [or, in some versions, Mary and Joseph] 

who travelled in these ships. 

Antiquarian Joseph Ritson [1752-1803] collected this version 

from the mid-sixteenth century in his Scotish Songs: 

"There comes a ship far sailing then, 

Saint Michael was the stieres-man; 

   Saint John sate in the horn: 

Our Lord harped, and Lady sang. 

And all the bells of heaven they rang, 

   On Christ's Sonday at morn." 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



Remember in your Prayers 

All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister 

to the sick: Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, 

Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Deirdre McQuade, Danny Hart, 

Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, 

Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, George Cochran, 

Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, 

Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Victoria P.; 

D.K.C.,M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., 

J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. 

Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person 

[or a member of his family] about adding the name—we do not 

want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for 

one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the 

parish office.  

 

Announcements 
The Knights of Columbus is looking for men 18 years old 

and older that are in good standing with the Catholic Church 

to join the parish's own St John Fisher council 16499. If you 

are interested, please contact brother Knight Joe Chancio at 

301-751-2368 or email jchan319@comcast.net. Wives, 

mothers, sisters, fiancées, and girlfriends: please encourage 

the men you know to consider joining.  

Help Beautify Our Church 

Join us in praying that the work on repairing and beautifying 

the church will go quickly and smoothly, with no Covid or 

other delays in permitting or contracts.  

O heavenly Father, who hast filled the world with loveliness; 

Grant, we beseech Thee, a swift consent to our bid to beautify 

thine house, giving  the spirit of governance and of a sound 

mind to all in authority in this matter. Vouchsafe to hear our 

prayer, O merciful and gracious Father, for the love of thy 

dear Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 2 January 

Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,  

Bishops and Doctors of the Church 

Anticipated Mass for Sunday 

4:30 pm  Tim and Virginia Fox   

Sunday, 3 January 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Joy and Jean Vidal + 

11 am  David Paddock + 

Monday, 4 January 

Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

9 am   no public mass 

Tuesday, 5 January 

John Neumann, Bishop 

9 am  Leslie Lee +  [Lester Lee] 

Wednesday, 6 January 

Andre Bessette, Religious 

9 am  Helen Macko Michalco + [Rebecca Michalco] 

Thursday, 7 January 

Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 

9 am  Ovide Lamontagne +  [anniversary commemoration] 

Friday, 8 January 

Christmastide Feria 

9 am  Julius Ames  + 

Saturday, 9 January 

Anticipated Mass for Sunday 

4:30 pm  James Fox +  

Sunday, 10 January 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Lorraine LaValley  +  [Don and Diana Gritz] 

11 am  Thomas and Lenore Wolford 

 

 

 

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 
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Jackie Chancio 

Deacon Clark Glenn 

Joseph Somerville 
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office@saint-ig.org  SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney - Co-chair 

Nicole Crawford  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

Susan White - ex officio 

Karen King - ex officio 
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202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal 
Pastor, St. Ignatius 
Pastor, St. Luke’s 

 
Joint Pastoral Council 
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