
2 May 2021 

Masses 

Saturday [anticipated]   4:30 pm 

Sunday     8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am 
Mass in the chapel Monday-Friday at 9 am 

                     Saturday at 10 am 

Confessions 

Tuesday      7-7:30 pm 

Saturday     9-9:45 am & 3-4 pm 

in the chapel 



I am the Vine 
This excerpt from Saint Cyril of Alexandria’s Commentary 

on the gospel of John (Lib. 10, 2: PG 74, 331-334) which 

discusses Jesus’ words “I am the vine, you are the branches”  

identifies the Holy Spirit as the one who unites us to Christ, 

the vine, and makes us bear fruit.   

The Lord calls himself the vine and those united to him 

branches (John 15:5) in order to teach us how much we 

shall benefit from our union with him, and how 

important it is for us to remain in his love. By receiving 

the Holy Spirit, who is the bond of union between us 

and Christ our Savior, those who are joined to him, as 

branches are to a vine, share in his own nature. 

On the part of those who come to the vine, their union 

with him depends upon a deliberate act of the will; on 

his part, the union is effected by grace. Because we had 

good will, we made the act of faith that brought us to 

Christ, and received from him the dignity of adoptive 

sonship that made us his own kinsmen, according to the 

words of Saint Paul: He who is joined to the Lord is one 

spirit with him. 

The prophet Isaiah calls Christ the foundation, because 

it is upon him that we as living and spiritual stones are 

built into a holy priesthood to be a dwelling place for 

God in the Spirit. Upon no other foundation than Christ 

can this temple be built. Here Christ is teaching the 

same truth by calling himself the vine, since the vine is 

the parent of its branches, and provides their 

nourishment. 

From Christ and in Christ, we have been reborn through 

the Spirit in order to bear the fruit of life; not the fruit 

of our old, sinful life but the fruit of a new life founded 

upon our faith in him and our love for him. Like 

branches growing from a vine, we now draw our life 

from Christ, and we cling to his holy commandment in 

order to preserve this life. Eager to safeguard the 

blessing of our noble birth, we are careful not to grieve 

the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, and who makes us 

aware of God’s presence in us. 

Let the wisdom of John teach us how we live in Christ 

and Christ lives in us: The proof that we are living in 

him and he is living in us is that he has given us a share 

in his Spirit. Just as the trunk of the vine gives its own 

natural properties to each of its branches, so, by 

bestowing on them the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, 

the only-begotten Son of the Father, gives Christians a 

certain kinship with himself and with God the Father 

because they have been united to him by faith and 

determination to do his will in all things. He helps them 

to grow in love and reverence for God, and teaches them 

to discern right from wrong and to act with integrity. 

 
Deacon Matthew Newsome of the Western Carolina 

University Catholic Campus Ministry writes:  

Does God only value us for what we can produce? 

We often think of “bearing fruit” in terms of 

material goods or usefulness.  

God doesn’t value us for what we can do. He 

values us for who we are. The fruit God expects 

us to produce is spiritual. 

What are spiritual fruits? According to scripture 

and tradition, the fruits of the Holy Spirit are  

  charity  

  joy  

  peace 

  patience 

  kindness 

  goodness 

  generosity 

  gentleness 

  faithfulness 

  modesty 

  self-control  

  chastity  

 

This list can serve as an “examination of 

conscience”; are we living lives of peace, joy, and 

generosity?  

Deacon Newsome continues: 

...Our participation in the faith is meant to 

make us more kind, more joyful, more 

generous, more patient, and more chaste. It 

should be giving us peace and self-control. If 

it’s not, then something is off. And it’s not God. 

It’s us. God is always faithful. His grace doesn’t 

fail. But we can fail to cooperate with it, and 

when we do, we experience a lack of peace, joy, 

and self-control, and all the other fruits listed 

above. We feel it. Our lives suffer. 

Here’s the secret about the fruit we are 

supposed to bear: it’s not for God’s benefit. God 

doesn’t need it. He is perfect in himself and 

lacking in nothing. We need the fruit. We need 

peace, joy and all the rest. God made us to 

produce the kind of fruit we need to lead us to 

happiness. 



Remember in your Prayers 

All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to 

the sick: Gary Schenk, Joanne Newsom, Jackie Chancio, Anne 

Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John 

Hogan, Deirdre McQuade, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary 

Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister 

Constance Ward, George Cochran, Mark Anthony Turner, 

Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna 

Prather, Domingo G., Adrian and Barbara.; D.K.C.,M.M., R.M., 

K.M., C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. 

Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person 

[or a member of his family] about adding the name—we do not 

want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for 

one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the 

parish office.  

Announcements 
Help Beautify Our Church 

Join us in praying that the work on repairing and beautifying 

the church will go quickly and smoothly, with no Covid or 

other delays in permitting or contracts.  

O heavenly Father, who hast filled the world with loveliness; 

Grant, we beseech Thee, a swift consent to our bid to beautify 

thine house, giving  the spirit of governance and of a sound 

mind to all in authority in this matter. Vouchsafe to hear our 

prayer, O merciful and gracious Father, for the love of thy 

dear Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Religious Education News  
The 2020-2021 term of religious education classes for both 

children and adults, held in the St. Ignatius school Sundays 

from 9:30-10:30 am, will end on Sunday, May 23rd. We are 

looking for volunteers to teach or substitute in the 2021-

2022 school year. Please contact the church office if you 

would be willing to serve the parish in this vital ministry.  

 

 

 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 1 May 

Anticipated Mass for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 

4:30 pm  descendants of Rafael F. & Lilian C. Madan 

Sunday, 2 May 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter  

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Maggie Edmondson  [Edwin Smith] 

11 am  Joham Celusma + [month’s mind] 

Monday, 3 May 

Philip and James, Apostles 

9 am   Fran Doyle [Ladies of Charity] 

Tuesday, 4 May 

The English Martyrs 

9 am  Teresa Dannemiller + [month’s mind] 

Wednesday, 5 May 

Eastertide Feria 

9 am  Leslie Lee +  [Lester Lee] 

Thursday, 6 May 

Eastertide Feria 

9 am  living and deceased friends of the Madan-Casas family  

Friday, 7 May 

Eastertide Feria 

9 am  John Weldon +  

Saturday, 8 May 

Eastertide Feria 

10 am  Garth Williams + 

Anticipated Mass for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 

4:30 pm  Dallas Willard + 

Sunday, 9 May 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter, called Rogation Sunday 

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Doris Parker +  [Diana Gritz] 

11 am  Anne White 

 

 

 

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Florian Hocke - Co-Chair 

Jackie Chancio 

Deacon Clark Glenn 

Joseph Somerville 

Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 
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Patrick Delaney - Co-chair 

Nicole Crawford  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

Susan White - ex officio 
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Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 

 
Joint Pastoral Council 
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Fran Doyle  James Guinivan 
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Susan White - ex officio 
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