
13 June 2021 

Masses 

Saturday [anticipated]   4:30 pm 

Sunday     8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am 
Mass in the chapel Monday-Friday at 9 am 

                     Saturday at 10 am 

Confessions 

Tuesday      7-7:30 pm 

Saturday     9-9:45 am & 3-4 pm 

in the chapel 



God Gives the Growth 

The ancient Hebrews understood agriculture. Their lives 

were dependent on the crops they cultivated and the 

animals they raised.  Yet, they knew that the wonder of 

growth belonged to the Lord. Paul would allude to this 

in 1 Corinthians 3:6-7: “I planted, Apollos watered, but 

God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he 

who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 

growth.”  When, in today's first reading, Ezekiel 

prophesied that the Lord would take a sprig from a tree 

and turn it into a noble cedar, the people recognized in 

this prophecy that growth is always in God's hands.  He 

would do more for them than they could imagine. Israel, 

a nation in exile at the time of this prophecy, would 

become the nation that the whole world would look to 

with respect.  For from Israel would come the Savior. 

Every kind of bird, all the nations, would live under the 

tree of Israel. 

The people who heard Jesus tell the parable of the 

farmer's life also shared the wonder of the soil.  The 

farmer works hard during the day, but he can't make the 

seed grow into a plant, and the plant produce fruit.  God 

causes the growth.  Jesus' point is that like the 

plants—the Kingdom of God is in God's hands. 

The workers in the Lord's fields must do their best to 

create the proper environment for growth, but God 

causes the growth.  The parable comforted the people of 

the early Church in face of discouragement when their 

efforts didn't seem to be getting them anywhere. 

Remember, early Christianity grew as a development of 

the Jewish faith, but the Christians were rejected by the 

Jews. It must have been difficult for them to explain to 

the pagan gentiles how Jesus was predicted by the 

Jewish prophets when the Jews had rejected Him and 

them. Persecuted on every side, the early Christians had 

to trust God to give growth to his kingdom.  

And He did. And He still does. The Church lives on 

despite the persecution from the Romans, despite the 

internal dogmatic fights and debates of the second 

through fifth centuries, despite the Fall of Rome and 

conquest of the barbarians, despite the corruption from 

within and outside in the Middle Ages and the 

Renaissance, despite the Christian fratricide of the 

Reformation, despite the onslaught of rationalists in the 

last two centuries, despite the clergy sex abuse scandal, 

despite the attacks on Christians by ISIS, and despite 

two thousand years of martyrdom aimed at destroying 

the faith, the Church still lives on, and grows.  God 

gives the growth.  He does wonders with our feeble 

efforts.  He turns that which is insignificant into that 

which is substantial…. 

...We really need to recognize the wonders of God’s 

hand in our own lives. Does our faith mean more to us 

today than it did twenty years ago, or even ten years 

ago?  I think most of us would say, “Yes” to that 

question.  Well, how does it happen that we are more 

determined to live our faith now than we had been?  It 

happens because God continues to give growth to the 

faith.   

We are members of the greatest society the world has 

ever seen.  We are members of the Kingdom of God. 

We are members of the Church.  No matter what the 

media may comment, we are part of the only truly 

relevant organization in the world.  We give meaning 

to the whole purpose of existence. The Church 

continues to grow; for the Lord, not people, gives the 

growth. 

When we are confronted with those who compare the 

numbers of priests and priest-less parishes and the 

numbers of Catholics to figures of sixty years ago, we 

need to remember that the Church will exist until the 

Second Coming of the Lord. The Church will adjust 

and flourish in the future just as it has in the past. And 

it will grow, for God gives it growth.  

And when we are confronted with immorality on all 

sides, when we are convinced that the world will soon 

be coming to an end because so many people are 

behaving so poorly, and when we are often tempted to 

join the immorality, we should not despair, the Church 

not only lives on through the muddle and the mire of 

the world, it actually grows.  You and I also grow as 

long as we do everything we can to stay united to the 

Church.  For in the face of turmoil, outside us and 

within us, God gives his Church growth. You and I, 

right here, are the Church. 

St. Paul wrote in today's second reading: we walk by 

faith, not by sight.  May we always be strong members 

of the Church so God might work the miracle of His 

growth through us. 

 

This material is used with 

permission of its author,  

Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, 

Diocese of St. Petersburg,  

Florida. 



Remember in your Prayers 

All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to 

the sick: Peter Queen, Fredrick Taggert, Gary Schenk, Joanne 

Newsom, Jackie Chancio, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and 

Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Deirdre McQuade, 

Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis 

Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, George 

Cochran, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia 

Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Domingo G., 

Adrian and Barbara.; D.K.C.,M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., 

E.D., E.G., W.B., J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. 

Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person 

[or a member of his family] about adding the name—we do not 

want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for 

one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the 

parish office.  

Announcements 
Evangelism Initiative  
We are undertaking evangelization work in our surrounding 

community. But as Scripture tells us, Unless the Lord builds 

the house, the builders labor in vain. So we need to undergird 

all of our work with prayer. We invite all of our parish family 

to pray that the Holy Spirit may quicken our hearts and abide 

with us, that we may be eager to do the Father’s will by 

spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ to all around us.  

Altar Servers 

We need altar servers for our Masses. Please speak to Fr. 

Catania or email him at fr.jason.catania@ordinariate.net if 

you are interested in serving at the altar.  

KOC Pig Roast 
The St. John Fisher Council of the Knights of Columbus will 

sponsor a pig roast picnic on Saturday, 3 July 2021 from 1pm 

to 6pm here at the church. All are invited! So mark your 

calendars today.  

 

 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 12 June 

Anticipated Mass for the Second Sunday after Trinity 

4:30 pm  special intention [Rafael A. Madan] 

Sunday, 13 June 

The Second Sunday after Trinity  [OT 11]  

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  Madeline’s intentions [George F. Hickey Jr] 

11 am  Gen. Victor J. Hugo, Jr. + [Tim Frank] 

Monday, 14 June 

Feria  

9 am   The Moran family +  [George F. Hickey Jr] 

Tuesday, 15 June 

Feria 

9 am  Amy Reilly 

Wednesday, 16 June 

Richard of Chichester, Bishop 

9 am  the needs and concerns of visitors to the parish 

Thursday, 17 June 

Feria 

9 am  William Richardson + [month’s mind] 

Friday, 18 June 

Feria 

9 am  Rafael Madan y Diago +   

Saturday, 19 June 

Romuald, Abbot 

10 am  Lorraine LaValley + [Diana Gritz] 

Anticipated Mass for the Third Sunday after Trinity 

4:30 pm  Lorraine LaValley +  [anniversary commemoration] 

Sunday, 20 June 

The Third Sunday after Trinity  [OT 12]  

8 am  Pro populo 

9:30 am  the priests of this parish, living and deceased 

11 am  Rev. Arthur E. Wooley +  
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Florian Hocke - Co-Chair 
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Deacon Clark Glenn 

Joseph Somerville 

Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  SAINT-IG.ORG 
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St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney - Co-chair 
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David Lewis  Franco Madan 
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Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 

 
Joint Pastoral Council 

Michael Taylor 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Fran Doyle  James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Connie Somerville 
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