
17 October 2021 

Masses 

4:30 pm  [anticipated] Saturday  

    8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am  Sunday  

Daily Mass in the chapel  

 Monday-Friday at 9 am 

 Saturday at 10 am 

Confessions 

Tuesday      7-7:30 pm 
  in the chapel 

Saturday     9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 



Are You a Laborer in the Lord’s Vineyard?  

This Sunday’s gospel tells the story of the 72 disciples sent 

by Jesus on a mission to prepare the way. Christ sent them 

ahead to every town he planned to visit to proclaim, “The 

Kingdom of God is at hand” (Lk 10:9). Before Jesus sends 

them off to proclaim the good news of his coming, he tells 

them, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few” (Lk 

10:2). 

Are you a laborer? 

You may not be used to thinking of yourself as one of 

Christ’s laborers, but that is what we are called to be. It is 

easy for us to fall into the trap of being “consumer 

Catholics.” We show up at Mass on Sunday to receive 

Communion, say our “Amen,” and then go about our 

business. The priests and nuns are the ones called to labor in 

the vineyard, not the rest of us. That’s their job, not ours. 

Even devout Catholics can fall into this trap. We may pray 

our rosary every day, read the Bible and go to confession, 

but if the faith is something we passively consume rather 

than actively work to increase, then we remain “consumer 

Catholics” rather than the co-workers that Christ calls us to 

be. 

What they didn’t have 

What do we know about the 72 disciples sent by Jesus on 

this mission? Not much. But we know what they were not. 

They were not the 12 Apostles. They were not the leaders of 

the Church. They were not given the keys to the kingdom. 

They did not possess the authority to bind and loose, forgive 

sins, or any other authority Christ gave to the first leaders of 

the Church. 

They were sent on their mission before the Last Supper and 

the institution of the priesthood. This was well before 

Pentecost. All of the spiritual strength we receive from the 

sacraments of the Eucharist, Confession and Confirmation 

were not available to these disciples. 

They didn’t have money, or a sack to carry anything that 

might be given to them. They didn’t even have sandals to 

make the journey easier on their feet! (Which reminds me of 

a priest I knew once who liked to wear sneakers: he would 

say, “Christ called me to labor in his vineyard but he didn’t 

say I had to do it in uncomfortable shoes.”) 

The “consumer Catholic” attitude tells us that evangelization 

is the job of the clergy, monks and nuns, because they are 

the ones equipped for ministry. Certainly clergy and 

professed religious are called to minister in a special way in 

the life of the Church. But that doesn’t let the rest of us off 

the hook! 

The average Catholic may not feel equipped to labor in 

Christ’s vineyard, but if you’ve got a few coins to rub 

together and a sack to put them in, you’ve got more than 

these 72 disciples had. If you have shoes on your feet, you 

have more than they did. If you have the graces of the 

sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation and if you receive 

Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist, then you have far 

more than they did! So we cannot use the excuse that we 

don’t have what it takes to carry out the mission. 

Perhaps what we lack is not education or training, but trust 

— not in our own ability but in the One who calls us to 

serve. One thing the 72 missionary disciples did have in 

abundance was trust in God, which is why they were willing 

to go out with so little provision. And that was enough to 

make even the demons subject to them (Lk 10:17). 

What you can do 

Does this mean we should all go out and become snake 

handlers because Jesus told them, “I have given you the 

power to tread upon serpents and scorpions and upon the 

full force of the enemy and nothing will harm you” (Lk 

10:19)? Not quite. Christ is alluding to Genesis and the first 

Messianic prophecy, that the offspring of the woman would 

tread the serpent under his heel (Gen 3:15). 

That prophecy is fulfilled in Christ. He is the one who 

crushes the head of Satan, the serpent and the great 

deceiver. The mission of the 72 was to proclaim his coming. 

That is the mission of each and every Christian disciple still 

today. 

The great commission to make disciples of all nations 

applies to all of us (Mt 28:19). To make someone a disciple 

is to make them a citizen of God’s Kingdom; that means we 

first have to proclaim his kingdom. People need to know 

about the kingdom of God in order to become a part of it. 

And the way they learn about it will not principally be by 

reading the Catechism or even reading the Bible. It will be 

by having an encounter with someone who is already a 

citizen of that kingdom. 

The Mission 

The way we serve as laborers in Christ’s vineyard will 

depend upon our particular call and state of life. Some are 

called to the contemplative life to labor principally by 

prayer. Some are called to labor as clergy, bringing grace 

through the sacraments, working to teach, govern and 

sanctify the Church. Some are called to be missionaries, 

bringing the gospel to far-flung communities by means of 

charity and evangelistic zeal. Most of us will be called to 

share the gospel in our own families, neighborhoods, 

schools and workplaces, by the example of our Christian 

life. 

We are all laborers in the same vineyard. We all called to 

proclaim God’s kingdom. Our particular role in that work 

may be different, but the mission is the same. We are 

Christ’s laborers. The world is his vineyard in need of 

harvest. Let us arise each morning asking, “Lord, how do 

you wish me to serve in your vineyard today?” 

 

by Deacon Matthew Newsome, Western Carolina University 

Catholic Campus Ministry [5 July 2019] 



Remember in your Prayers 

All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to 

the sick: Pamela Taggert, Marie Norment, Andy Luther, Paula 

Luther, Marian Luther, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Gary 

Schenk, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and 

Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Deirdre McQuade, 

Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis 

Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, George 

Cochran, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia 

Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Domingo G., 

Adrian and Barbara.; D.K.C.,M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., 

E.D., E.G., W.B., J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. 

Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person 

[or a member of his family] about adding the name—we do not 

want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for 

one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the 

parish office.  

Announcements 
The Mass of the Five Wounds 

We are gathering the names of our beloved dead to offer 

prayers for them throughout the month of November, but 

particularly on November 2nd, All Souls’ Day, and during 

the week of November 15-20, when we will be offering the 

Votive Mass of the Five Wounds five times for the repose of 

their souls.  

The Mass of the Five Wounds, whose origin legend contained 

the assurance that any soul for whom five Masses of the 

Wounds were celebrated would be freed from his purgation, 

was during the Middle Ages one of the most requested 

masses to be specified in wills requesting prayer for the 

deceased.  

All Saints and All Souls 
The Feasts of All Saints and All Souls will be next month. 

Because it is on a Monday, All Saints is not a holyday of 

obligation this year. We will have Mass at 9 am that day in 

the church, and hope all will attend on this important day. 

Tuesday November 2nd, we will have two Masses to 

commemorate the dead. There will be a Mass at 9 am in the 

church and another Mass at 7:30 pm in the chapel. 

 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 16 October 

Anticipated Mass for the Feast of St. Luke [observed] 

4:30 pm  Eunice Gilbert + [Edwin Smith] 

Sunday, 17 October 

THE FEAST OF ST. LUKE [observed] 

8 am  Lourdes Iglesias 

9:30 am  special intention 

11 am  pro populo 

Monday, 18 October 

Luke, Evangelist 

9 am  Helen Donovan [Jane Slattery] 

Tuesday, 19 October 

Jean de Brebeauf and Isaac Jogues, Priests,  

and Companions, Martyrs 

9 am  the needs and concerns of visitors to our parish 

Wednesday, 20 October 

Paul of the Cross, Priest 

9 am  Jeannette Arechavaleta + 

Thursday, 21 October 

Feria 

9 am  Diana Gritz  [Edwin Smith] 

Friday, 22 October 

John Paul II, Pope 

9 am  Lilian C. Madan 

Saturday, 23 October 

John of Capistrano, Priest 

10 am  Brian Smith + [Joe and Jackie Chancio] 

Anticipated Mass for the 21st Sunday after Trinity 

4:30 pm  Judy Murphy + [Karen Lanetti] 

Sunday, 24 October 

The 21st Sunday after Trinity 

8 am  pro populo 

9:30 am  Helen Tierney  [Jane Slattery] 

11 am  Mary Petry 
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