
13 March 2022 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 



ABRAHAM AND THE TRANSFIGURATION 

Each year the story of the Transfiguration of Jesus comes 

as the Gospel for the Second Sunday of Lent, taken in 

turn from each of the first three Gospels. But what I had 

never noticed until recently is that the first reading on 

these Sundays each year is about Abraham. 

This year we heard how Abraham was called by God to 

leave his own country and travel into a strange land, 

which God would give to his descendants. In next year’s 

reading, God tells Abraham to sacrifice his son, Isaac, 

even though that meant he would have no descendants to 

inherit God’s promise. And the year after we read of the 

sacrifice by which God pledged himself to keep his 

promises to Abraham. 

This link between Abraham and the Transfiguration can 

hardly be an accident. The Abraham stories are not part 

of a sequence being read Sunday by Sunday. Indeed the 

first readings for the Sundays before and after come from 

quite different books of the Bible. 

No, these stories seem to have been deliberately chosen 

to go with the Transfiguration. What could be the reason 

for that? 

The Gospel of the Transfiguration is about the brief 

dramatic revelation of the glory of Jesus to the three 

Apostles on the mountain. It associates him with Moses 

and Elijah who represent the Law and the Prophets. In 

other words it is saying that Jesus is the expected One to 

whom Law and Prophets pointed. The story that began 

with Abraham finds its goal in Jesus. 

This does not mean that the story ends there, any more 

than that time ended with Jesus. It goes on, but in a 

different way, because the One who called Abraham and 

who promised that he himself would be among us, has 

now fulfilled his promise. The ‘Beloved Son’ is 

Emmanuel, ‘God with us’. 

All this takes place on a mountain because, in Biblical 

imagery, mountains are places of revelation, above all 

with the self-revealing of God at Mount Sinai. Matthew’s 

Gospel mentions three mountains: the Mount of the 

Sermon, where Jesus teaches the New Law; the Mount of 

Transfiguration, where he is seen as the Beloved Son; 

and the Mountain in Galilee, where he appears 

triumphant in his risen life and sends his disciples to 

preach the Good News to all people: I am with you 

always. 

So by linking Abraham with the Transfiguration, our 

liturgy clamps together both the beginning and the 

crucial turning-point in the history of God’s dealings with 

us. Jesus did not appear out of the blue. He did not come 

to teach us timeless truths. He came to be the focal point 

of human history, a history of which we are part, which 

gives our lives a meaning, a sense of purpose and a goal. 

Perhaps, too, the stories of Abraham and the 

Transfiguration are linked because they are both about 

the journey of faith. Abraham was called to set out on a 

journey, though he had no idea where it would lead; and 

he had to trust in God’s mysterious promises to give 

him descendants who would one day inherit the land 

‘flowing with milk and honey’. 

The Apostles likewise were called from their homely 

fishermen’s life to follow Jesus; and though it was 

exciting at first, it soon became scary and bewildering. 

Where was it all heading? It is significant that in each 

Gospel the Transfiguration comes a week after Peter 

had confessed his faith in Jesus as the Messiah, and 

Jesus had told them that he will meet rejection and 

death. 

We too are journeying in faith, both as individuals and 

as the Church. We may sometimes wonder where it is 

all going. Is it really leading to fulfilment, or to disaster? 

Maybe like Peter we sometimes want to cling on to the 

good bits, not lose the ‘highs’. But life can’t always be on 

the heights. As we follow in the footsteps of the Beloved 

Son, our journey of faith will often demand of us the 

constancy of Abraham. 

Jesus touched them, saying: Get up, do not be afraid. 

And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus 

himself alone. 

—from a homily for the 2nd Sunday in Lent, 24 February 2002, by 

Fr. Fabian Radcliffe, O. P. 

The Covenant of the Pieces 

Genesis 15:10 and 17 show us a small portion of the 
ancient practice of making serious covenants. Those 
making the covenant prepared a sacrifice by dividing 
animals or fowl in two, then both parties passed between 
the divided carcasses. This symbolized the seriousness of 
their intentions in that the divided carcasses represented 
what would happen to them if they did not keep their oath! 
They placed their lives at risk. The carcasses were then 
burned, symbolizing their acceptance. 

The smoking oven and burning torch symbolize God. In 
many instances in the Bible, God represents Himself 
through the image of fire (i.e., the burning bush and the 
pillar of fire). The sacrifice in Genesis 15 is interesting in 
that only God passes between the divided carcasses 
because, in reality, this is an oath of only one party, God, to 
keep His promise. In this specific case, Abraham has agreed 
to nothing, but God has bound Himself with utmost 
seriousness to meet the requirements of His promise in full.  

—John W. Ritenbaugh [Forerunner Commentary] 



Announcements 

Friday Lenten Dinners   
We will have a meatless Pasta Bar Dinner every Friday in 

Lent from 5-7 pm. Tickets are $5/person or $15/family. 

Stations of the Cross will follow at 7 pm. 

There will be Stations of the Cross every Friday in Lent, in 

the chapel following the 9 am Mass and every Friday evening 

at 7 pm in the Church. 

Bible Study   
Fr. David Ousley leads a Bible Study session every 

Wednesday at 10 am. You can join in person in the parish 

house meeting room, following the 9 am Mass in the 

chapel. Or join us on Zoom! Email the office for the Zoom 

link that will be used for every meeting. 

Weekly Emails   Would you like to receive weekly email 

reminders of news and events in the parish?   

Contact the office at StLukesDCordinariate@gmail.com to 

sign up.  

The Poor Box 

The Ladies of Charity support local non-profit agencies for 

the poor all year round, including the Missionaries of 

Charity, Christ House, Shepherd’s Cove, St. Ann’s Center 

for Children, and Forestville Pregnancy Center. A few dollars 

in the poor box every week or every month goes a long way 

toward helping do God’s work. 

Every Friday in Lent is a day of abstinence 

[from meat]. This is obligatory. 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 12 March 

Anticipated Mass for the Second Sunday of Lent 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 13 March 

The Second Sunday of Lent 

8 am  Steven Proctor + [month’s mind] 

9:30 am   Joy Vidal +   

11 am  Jeannette Arechavaleta + 
Monday, 14 March 

Monday in the Second Week of Lent 

9 am  in thanksgiving  [Rosemary Coller] 

Tuesday, 15 March 

Tuesday in the Second Week of Lent 

9 am  Rev. Arthur Woolley + 

Wednesday, 16 March 

Wednesday in the Second Week of Lent 

9 am  Deborah Keefer + 

Thursday, 17 March 

Thursday in the Second Week of Lent 

Patrick, Bishop 

9 am  Rafael A. Madan 

Friday, 18 March 

Friday in the Second Week of Lent 

Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

9 am  Merlyn Tabor + [Maria Estropia] 

Saturday, 19 March 

JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

10 am  Rev. Lucien Lindsay Jr + 

Anticipated Mass for the Third Sunday of Lent 

4:30 pm  Encarnacion Estropia + [Maria Estropia] 

Sunday, 20 March 

The Third Sunday of Lent 

8 am  pro populo 

9:30 am   in thanksgiving  [Rosemary Coller] 

11 am  those suffering from the war in the Ukraine 

 

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Jackie Chancio  Deacon Clark Glenn 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney - Co-chair 

Nicole Crawford  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Richard Thompson, Barbara Jo Russell, Marie Norment, Andy Luther, Paula Luther, Marian Luther, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Gary Schenk, Joanne Newsom, 

Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Deirdre McQuade, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis 

Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Cullen Creel, 

Domingo G., Adrian and Barbara.; D.K.C.,M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the parish office.  


