
20 March 2022 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



THE BURNING BUSH 

We all know something about Moses, but I remind us 

that he had an unusual upbringing: he was a Jew who, 

since the time he was a baby, had been raised as an 

Egyptian. As a young man though, he had gotten into 

trouble, and fled Egypt. He lived for many years as an 

exile, having established a new and stable life. It’s hard 

to know how much he was aware of his true ethnic 

identity. Did he know he was a Hebrew, or did he think 

himself truly an Egyptian? But even if he knew his true 

ethnicity, like all the Hebrews who were slaves in 

Egypt, he had lost sight of the God of his ancestors. 

He would soon have no doubt about his ethnic identity. 

In his new life, on an ordinary day, doing his ordinary 

work, a theophany occurred, the God he had never 

known, reached out to him. To his amazement, Moses 

saw an ordinary, thorny shrub—yet it was ablaze. In 

that arid region, a bush like that would have burned up 

quickly and thoroughly, yet curiously, this one 

remained filled with fire, yet not consumed.  

As he watched it, surely mesmerized, he heard a voice, 

perhaps like a whisper in his head: Moses! Moses!….I am 

the God of your fathers….the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, the God of Jacob. I have witnessed the affliction of 

my people in Egypt and have heard their cry….I know 

well what they are suffering. I have come to rescue 

them. In other words: My beloved sons and daughters 

don’t even know that it is me they need. They have 

forgotten me, but I never forgot them.  

For all the ways that we are inclined to think of God as 

something like the Force on Star Wars, or a sort of 

organic energy that underlies the universe—pantheism, 

as we would call it—this reading reveals that while God 

is both mystery and infinitude, he is also proximate, 

intelligible, and personal. Moses! Moses! I have come to 

rescue my people. Our God speaks and acts.   

I read a Jewish commentary, comparing the flame in 

the bush to the flame that then came to life in Moses’ 

heart1. His heart came to burn yet remained 

unconsumed. Pope John Paul II once compared the 

burning bush to the Heart of Jesus:  

A furnace burns everything material, whether wood or 

other easily combustible substance. But the Heart of 

Jesus, the human Heart of Jesus, burns with the love that 

fills it….an unquenchable furnace. In this it resembles 

the "burning bush" of the book of Exodus….the bush that 

burned with fire, but is not consumed. Indeed, the love 

that burns in the heart of Jesus….the human Heart of 

God-Man, is embraced by the "living flame" of 

Trinitarian love that never fails. The Heart of Jesus—

the burning furnace of charity—enlightening the 

darkness of night and warming the bodies of pilgrims 

numb with cold.2  

In the way that God revealed Himself to Moses on Mt. 

Horeb, speaking to Him in that living flame, so He 

does to us in the heart of Jesus. We often see it 

imaged as the Sacred Heart, and all the ways it 

resembles the burning bush: aglow with light, wrapped 

in thorny branches, and flames emerging from within—

and yet it too remains unconsumed. 

We see that heart at the intersection of those two 

wooden beams, in the breast of Jesus crucified. But we 

also see that heart—not so different from what Moses 

saw—in the monstrance on the altar. It’s there that 

God would tell you, “I am here to rescue you. I know 

your affliction and how you suffer. My heart burns 

with love for you”. 

I want to encourage you during these days of Lent to 

make some time to come to adoration, to place 

yourself before Him, to bear in mind whatever ways 

you are enslaved and need freedom. We may not be 

slaves in the way we commonly think of it. Instead, 

we’re enslaved to things like: 

• our destructive habits of the heart, such as anger, 

pride, envy; 

• a wound within that gives way to fear, self-doubt 

and negativity; 

• an unhealthy appetite or compulsion, such as 

drink, food, sexual impulses; 

• a fear of not being relevant or loved, of being 

rejected, and forgotten; 

• a distorted self-identity, that tells us our measure 

is based upon our work, our financial success and 

material goods, an outward appearance of having it 

‘together’; 

• an attitude of ingratitude for the people in our 

lives…. 

He knows your heart, how it hurts, how it wants 

freedom, truth, peace. He knows your heart….But do 

you? What are you enslaved to…even if you usually 

don’t even bear it in mind….or even if a part of you 

likes being enslaved to it? As He spoke to Moses from 

the thorny bush, the burning and Sacred Heart of our 

Lord says, “I have come for you, to set you free”. Make 

time for adoration. Come lay your heart before Him in 

the silence so that you can begin to sort through the 

stuff in your heart. Then bring it to confession and be 

freed.  
 
—from a homily for the 3nd Sunday in Lent, 24 March 2019, given 

at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Issaquah , Washington 

 

1
 www.myjewishlearning.com/article/a-burning-within/ 

2 
Angelus Message, 1985 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/a-burning-within/


Announcements 

In honor of the Solemnity of the Annunciation, we will be 

holding Evensong and Benediction on Friday, 25 March at 7 

pm in the church. 

Lady Day is a bright spot of joy amid the penances of Lent; 

join us as we echo Our Lady's Magnificat. 

Come early and enjoy our Pasta Bar dinner beforehand, held 

from 5-7 pm every Friday in Lent.  

Abstinence Dispensed This Friday 

Friday March 25th, being a solemnity, the obligation to 

abstain from meat or to perform a penitential act is dispensed 

(CIC 1251). 

Bible Study   
Fr. David Ousley leads a Bible Study session every 

Wednesday at 10 am. You can join in person in the parish 

house meeting room, following the 9 am Mass in the 

chapel. Or join us on Zoom! Email the office for the Zoom 

link that will be used for every meeting. 

Weekly Emails   Would you like to receive weekly email 

reminders of news and events in the parish?   

Contact the office at StLukesDCordinariate@gmail.com to 

sign up.  

The Poor Box 

The Ladies of Charity support local non-profit agencies for 

the poor all year round, including the Missionaries of 

Charity, Christ House, Shepherd’s Cove, St. Ann’s Center 

for Children, and Forestville Pregnancy Center. A few dollars 

in the poor box every week or every month goes a long way 

toward helping do God’s work. 

 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 19 March 

Anticipated Mass for the Third Sunday of Lent 

4:30 pm  Encarnacion Estropia + [Maria Estropia] 

Sunday, 20 March 

The Third Sunday of Lent 

8 am  pro populo 

9:30 am   in thanksgiving  [Rosemary Coller] 

11 am  those suffering from the war in the Ukraine 
Monday, 21 March 

Monday in the Third Week of Lent 

9 am  Anne Philpott + [Rosemary Coller] 

Tuesday, 22 March 

Tuesday in the Third Week of Lent 

9 am  Karen Morris 

Wednesday, 23 March 

Wednesday in the Third Week of Lent 

Turibius de Mogrovejo, Bishop 

9 am  Thomas Holtz  [Rebecca Michalco] 

Thursday, 24 March 

Thursday in the Third Week of Lent 

9 am  Nicholas Loney 

Friday, 25 March 

ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 

9 am  Jose and Guadalupe Manlapaz  + [Susie Martinez] 

Saturday, 26 March 

Saturday in the Third Week of Lent 

10 am  the needs and intentions of visitors to our parish 

Anticipated Mass for the Fourth Sunday of Lent 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 27 March 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent [Rose Sunday] 

8 am  peace in the Ukraine 

9:30 am   Megan Scott 

11 am  Brian White + 
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Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Richard Thompson, Barbara Jo Russell, Marie Norment, Paula Luther, Marian Luther, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Gary Schenk, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie 

Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Deirdre McQuade, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre 

Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Cullen Creel, Domingo G.,  

Adrian and Barbara.; D.K.C.,M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the parish office.  


