
3 April 2022 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 

Kathleen Peterson 



THE ADULTEROUS WOMAN 

During this Lenten time of conversion, the Church 

invites us to contemplate a scene from the gospel of 

John. Some experts in interpreting the Law ask Jesus 

what they should do with a woman caught in adultery, a 

sin punished in the Law of Moses by stoning. 

Their question seems to present Jesus with a difficult 

dilemma: choosing between carrying out justice with the 

sentence of death, or violating the Law. It is a deeply 

dramatic scene. That woman’s life depends on Jesus’ 

decision. But Jesus’ own life is also at risk, since he 

could be accused of encouraging a grave transgression of 

what is commanded, by not giving importance in public 

to the precepts of the divine Law. 

Those experts pretend to show deference to Jesus and 

seem to recognize his moral authority, but only in order 

to trap him in his words and judge him harshly for them. 

But the Teacher calmly unmasks their hypocrisy, 

without becoming perturbed. As he listens to them, he 

begins to write on the ground with his finger. This 

gesture presents Christ as the divine Legislator, since, 

as Scripture tells us, God wrote the Law on stone 

tablets with his finger (Ex 31:18). Jesus therefore is the 

Legislator, he is Justice in person. 

Jesus doesn’t violate the Law, but he doesn’t want to 

lose what he is seeking, since he has come to save what 

was lost. His sentence is just and without appeal: “Let 

him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a 

stone at her.” 

“What then did He answer? See how full it is of justice, 

meekness and truth! O answer of Wisdom,” Saint 

Augustine remarks with admiration. “For without they 

stood to accuse and censure, themselves they examined 

not inwardly: they saw the adulteress, they looked not 

into themselves. You have heard then, ‘Let the law be 

fulfilled, let the adulteress be stoned.’ But is it by 

punishing her that the law is to be fulfilled by those that 

ought to be punished? Let each of you consider himself, 

let him enter into himself, ascend the judgment-seat of 

his own mind, place himself at the bar of his own 

conscience, and he will be obliged to confess himself a 

sinner.”
1
 As Benedict XVI said, Jesus’ words “are full of 

the disarming power of truth that pulls down the wall of 

hypocrisy and opens consciences to a greater justice, 

that of love, which the fulfilment of every precept 

entails” (cf. Rom 13:8-10).
2
 

The reaction of Jesus, who is Justice in person, is 

striking. He never utters a word of condemnation, but 

only of forgiveness and mercy. With gentleness and 

kindness, he invites the woman to convert: “Neither do 

I condemn you; go, and do not sin again.” God does not 

want sin and suffers for it, but He is patient and 

merciful. 

Jesus never wants evil. He only wants what is good and 

life-giving. Therefore, in his great mercy, he instituted 

the sacrament of Reconciliation so that no one will be 

lost, so that we can all find the forgiveness we need, no 

matter how great our mistakes have been. As Pope 

Francis said: “Let us not forget this: God never tires of 

forgiving us! The problem is that we ourselves get 

tired, we do not want to ask, we grow weary of asking 

for forgiveness. He never tires of forgiving, but at times 

we get tired of asking for forgiveness. Let us never get 

tired, let us never get tired! He is the loving Father 

who always pardons, who has that heart of mercy for us 

all. And let us too learn to be merciful to everyone. Let 

us invoke the intercession of Our Lady who held in her 

arms the Mercy of God made man.”
3
 

 

Commentary on John 8: 1-11 by Fr. Francisco Varo, 

University of Navarre, Department of Sacred Scripture 

 

1
 Saint Augustine, Commentary on the Gospel of John, 

33, 5. 

2
 Benedict XVI, Angelus, 21 March 2010. 

3
 Pope Francis, Angelus, 17 March 2013.  

It is true that venial sins may be expiated in 
many ways which are to be highly commended. 
But to ensure more rapid progress day by day in 
the path of virtue, we desire that the pious 
practice of frequent confession, which was 
introduced into the Church by the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, should be earnestly advocated. 

By it genuine self-knowledge is increased, 
Christian humility grows, bad habits are 
corrected, spiritual neglect and tepidity are 
resisted, the conscience is purified, the will 
strengthened, a salutary self-control is attained, 
and an increase of grace is secured by the very 
fact that the sacrament is received. 

    —Pope Pius XII  



Announcements 

Friday Lenten Dinners   
This Friday is the last of our meatless Pasta Bar Dinners. 

Join us from 5-7 pm. Tickets are $5/person or $15/family. 

Stations of the Cross will follow at 7 pm. 

Bible Study   
Fr. David Ousley leads a Bible Study session every 

Wednesday at 10 am. You can join in person in the parish 

house meeting room, following the 9 am Mass in the 

chapel. Or join us on Zoom! Email the office for the Zoom 

link that will be used for every meeting. 
Easter Egg Hunt There will be an Easter Egg Hunt for the 

parish children on Sunday, April 24th, following the 11 am 

Mass. Donations of candy to fill the plastic eggs should be 

placed in the box in the narthex by Palm Sunday.  

Parish-Wide Potluck 

We will hold our parish-wide Easter celebration on Sunday 

April 24th, the Octave Day of Easter [Divine Mercy or Low 

Sunday], with a potluck Lunch at 12:30 pm and an Easter 

Egg Hunt. 

All parishioners—both St. Ignatius and St. Luke’s—are 

encouraged to bring a dish to share. It is vital that we gather 

as a complete community to rebuild ties after the separation 

of the last two pandemic years. 

Holy Week Schedule 

Maundy Thursday   Mass of the Lord's Supper   7pm 

Good Friday   Commemoration of the 

  Passion And Death of our Lord   3 pm 

Holy Saturday   Easter Vigil   8:15 pm 

Easter Sunday   normal Sunday schedule    

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 2 April 

Anticipated Mass for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 3 April 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent [Passion Sunday] 

8 am  Donald Loney + [month’s mind] 

9:30 am   Anna Luther [Rebecca Michalco] 

11 am  Matthew Rarey + 
Monday, 4 April 

Monday in Passion Week 

Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

9 am  Teresa Dannemiller +  [anniversary commemoration] 

Tuesday, 5 April 

Tuesday in  Passion Week 

Vincent Ferrer, Priest 

9 am  Leslie Lee + [Lester Lee] 

Wednesday, 6 April 

Wednesday in Passion Week 

9 am  Monica Hayes +  

Thursday, 7 April 

Thursday in Passion Week 

John Baptist de la Salle, Priest 

9 am  ancestors of Rafael F. and Lilian C. Madan +  

Friday, 8 April 

Saint Mary in Passiontide 

9 am  living & deceased relatives of the Madan-Casas family 

Saturday, 9 April 

Saturday in Passion Week 

10 am  Jean Mills + [Jane & Steve Lawrence] 

Anticipated Mass for Palm Sunday 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 10 April 

Palm Sunday: The Second Sunday in Passiontide 

8 am  Brian White + [month’s mind] 

9:30 am   Millie Simpson   [Edwin Smith] 

11 am  living and deceased descendants of Rafael F. and Lilian C. 

Madan +  

 

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Jackie Chancio  Deacon Clark Glenn 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney - Co-chair 

Nicole Crawford  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Mark Mangione, Richard Thompson, Barbara Jo Russell, Marie Norment, Paula Luther, Marian Luther, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Gary Schenk, Joanne New-

som, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Deirdre McQuade, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Cur-

tis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Cullen Creel, 

Domingo G., Adrian and Barbara.; D.K.C.,M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the parish office.  


