
29 May 2022 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



WHY THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD MATTERS 

The feast of the Ascension of the Lord, which the 

church celebrates at the end of the Easter season, is, I 

admit, hard to explain to a lot of contemporary people. 

Jesus passed, in bodily form, from this world to heaven? 

Wouldn’t his body still be in some identifiable place 

within the solar system or the galaxy? I’m sure that the 

traditional formulation of the doctrine strikes many 

today as hopelessly pre-scientific and mythological. And 

even if we were to admit the possibility of such a 

transition happening in regard to Jesus, how would this 

in any way affect us spiritually?  

The key to understanding both the meaning and 

significance of this feast is a recovery of the Jewish 

sense of heaven and earth. In regard to “heaven” and 

“earth,” most of us are, whether we know it or not, 

Greek in our thought patterns. By this I meant that we 

tend to set up—in the manner of the ancient Greek 

philosophers—a rather sharp dichotomy between the 

material and the spiritual, between the realm of 

appearance and the realm of true reality, between the 

fleeting earth and the permanent heaven. And if we’re 

spiritually minded, we tend to think of salvation as an 

escape from this world—this vale of tears—to a 

disembodied state called “heaven.” The problem is that 

these convictions have far more to do with Plato than 

with the Bible. 

Biblical cosmology is not fundamentally dualistic. It 

speaks indeed of “heaven” and “earth,” but it sees these 

two realms as interacting and interpenetrating fields of 

force. Heaven, the arena of God and the angels, touches 

upon and calls out to earth, the arena of humans, 

animals, plants, and planets. On the Biblical reading, 

salvation, therefore, is a matter of the meeting of heaven 

and earth, so that God might reign as thoroughly here 

below as he does on high. Jesus’ great prayer, which is 

constantly on the lips of Christians, is distinctively 

Jewish in inspiration: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Notice please that this 

is decidedly not a prayer that we might escape from the 

earth, but rather that earth and heaven might come 

together. The Lord’s prayer recapitulates and raises to a 

new level precisely what the prophet Isaiah anticipated: 

“the knowledge of the Lord will fill the earth, as the 

water covers the sea.” 

The first Christians saw the resurrection of Jesus from 

the dead as the commencement of the process by which 

earth and heaven were being reconciled. They 

appreciated the risen Christ as the heavenly ruler of the 

nations, the one who would bring the justice of heaven 

to this world. And this is precisely why people like 

Peter, Paul, Thomas, Andrew, and John went to the 

ends of the earth to proclaim just this new state of 

affairs: “Jesus is Lord!” What began in the Lord’s 

resurrection is now ready to burst forth and flood the 

world through the work of the disciples. Accordingly, 

just before ascending to heaven, Jesus said, “You will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” It is 

fascinating to note how the Ascension and Pentecost 

are linked: in the Ascension, something of earth moves 

into the heavenly sphere, and at Pentecost, something 

of heaven—the Holy Spirit—invades the earth. The two 

events constitute, in short, a foretaste of the great 

reconciliation for which the entire Jewish religion had 

for centuries yearned. 

The Church, guided by the Holy Spirit down through 

the ages, is meant to be the privileged place where this 

coming-together happens. In good preaching, in great 

Christian art, in the architecture of our churches and 

cathedrals, in the corporal and spiritual works of 

mercy, in the lives of the saints, and perhaps especially 

in the liturgy, earth and heaven meet. Think of the 

moment at Mass, just before the singing of the Sanctus, 

when the priest invokes the angels (the realm of 

heaven) and encourages us: “may our voices be one 

with theirs in their triumphant hymn of praise.” What 

he is suggesting is that earth might, with Christ, 

ascend to heaven and that heaven, in the person of the 

Holy Spirit, might descend to earth—and that the two 

dimensions might sing together in harmony. 

What I hope has become clear in the course of this 

discussion is that the Ascension of Jesus has nothing to 

do with a literal journey into the stratosphere, for that 

would involve simply a transfer to another position 

within “the world.” The Ascension is Jesus’ journey, not 

to another place, but to another dimension. But this 

dimension to which he has gone is not alien to us. It is 

instead a source of inspiration, power, and direction. 

And this is why the angels (denizens of heaven) who 

appear to the disciples just after Jesus’ departure say, 

“Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at 

the sky?” What they are hinting at, none too subtly, is 

this: under the influence of Jesus’ spirit, get to work! 

Do all that you can to foster the marriage of heaven 

and earth! Get on with the mission of the church! 
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Announcements 

Bible Study   
Fr. David Ousley leads a Bible Study session every 

Wednesday at 10 am. You can join in person in the parish 

house meeting room, following the 9 am Mass in the 

chapel. Or join us on Zoom! Email the office for the Zoom 

link that will be used for every meeting. 

Weekly Emails   Would you like to receive weekly email 

reminders of news and events in the parish?   

Contact the office at StLukesDCordinariate@gmail.com to 

sign up.  

The Poor Box 

The Ladies of Charity support local non-profit agencies for 

the poor all year round, including the Missionaries of 

Charity, Christ House, Shepherd’s Cove, St. Ann’s Center 

for Children, and Forestville Pregnancy Center. A few dollars 

in the poor box every week or every month goes a long way 

toward helping do God’s work. 

Memorial Day The office will be closed on Monday, May 

30th in observance of Memorial Day. 

Seen on Catholic Twitter: 

 

 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, 28 May 
Anticipated Mass for the Seventh Sunday of Easter, or for the Ascension 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 29 May 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter  [OCSP] 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD [ADW] 

8 am  Graziella Heydrich de Madan + 

9:30 am  Dawn Chapdelaine +  

11 am  Arthur Woolley +  [anniversary commemoration] 
Monday, 30 May 

Eastertide Feria 

9 am  Nicholas Loney  

Tuesday, 31 May 

the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9 am  Anthony Quagliarello + [anniversary commemoration] 

Wednesday, 1 June 

Justin, Martyr 

9 am  William DiFlorio + 

Thursday, 2 June 

Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs  

9 am  Angelina Corrao +   

Friday, 3 June 

Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs  

9 am  Madeline’s intentions [George Hickey Jr] 

Saturday, 4 June 

Eastertide Feria 

10 am  Deirdre McQuade + 

Anticipated Mass for the Feast of the Pentecost 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 5 June 

THE FEAST OF THE PENTECOST called Whitsunday 

8 am  Patrick Joseph Ruddy Sr + 

9:30 am  Gaetano Lombardo +  

11 am  Christina Soley + 
 

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Jackie Chancio  George Hendrix 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Andy, Paula, and Marian Luther; Jackie Chancio, Mike Maine, Carollyn Grimm, Mark Mangione, Richard Thompson, Barbara Jo Russell, Marie Norment,  

Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Gary Schenk, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, 

Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, 

Kerianna Prather, Cullen Creel, Domingo G., Adrian and Barbara.; M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the parish office.  


