
21 August 2022 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



STRIVE TO ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE 

How many of us have asked, “Lord, will only a few people 

be saved?” The stakes here are enormous. Maybe no one 

else cares about my salvation, but my eternal destiny sure 

matters to me! Am I going to be happy forever or in 

miserable torment world without end? If only a few are 

saved, then my chances fall drastically, and either I just 

despair at a hopeless project or I have to work a heck of a 

lot harder than I am and than I want to. But if many are 

saved, maybe I can relax a little and not be so tense about it 

all. 

And Jesus replied, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, 

for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be 

strong enough.” Thank You, Jesus, for not exactly 

answering the question. Many could be barred entrance and 

still many be saved…or not. Which is it? 

…God is not stingy with salvation. There’s plenty of room 

in heaven for anyone who wants to go there. They’ve got 

plenty of beds. God wants you to be saved more than you 

do. And so Christ says, “Strive to enter through the narrow 

gate.” You have to work at it, and work hard, for many will 

attempt to enter “but will not be strong enough.” 

….And so we’re left facing off with the idea of striving and 

maybe not being strong enough. The first point to be teased 

out of this is that there are obstacles opposing us, enemies 

who want to hinder us. But notice Jesus does not say that 

many will attempt to enter but others will keep them out; 

no, “many…will attempt to enter but will not be strong 

enough.” Our worst enemy, the one who combines all the 

forces of temptation together and can truly vanquish us is…

ourselves. 

So we have to strive. When there is an obstacle to our 

happiness that we need to destroy or circumvent or endure, 

those passions belonging to our irascible appetite come into 

play, and these passions are put in right order by the virtue 

of fortitude. Whether we are sustaining an evil attack—such 

as delay, contradiction, harm to our body or soul—or 

whether we need to assert ourselves to confront those evils 

aggressively, it is fortitude that keeps us from either 

shrinking back in fear or charging like the light brigade. 

Yes, we even need fortitude facing the enemy that is 

ourselves. Why? Because he’s a crafty one, his logic is 

slippery. But because what he suggests is what makes us 

feel comfortable, we’re inclined to believe him. His magic 

line: “You can’t do that; you’ll be annihilated, dead, worse 

than useless, and God doesn’t want that.” The truth, 

however, is that we’re afraid of the effort, the suffering, the 

cross. 

The gate to heaven is narrow, and I need to overcome the 

obstacle of self in order to be narrow enough myself so as to 

enter. What does this mean but that my pride swells my 

head until it’s too large to get through the door? My large 

sack of attachments to things is too big, and I won’t enter 

unless I let go of it? Whatever it is in ourselves that needs 

diminishing, it takes courage to believe the fight can be 

won, to do violence to ourselves in order to conquer, and 

to persevere when all we see is a long trail of failures. 

How, then, do we gain this courage, this fortitude? The 

usual recommendations, all good, are mortifications, 

voluntary penances, starting small and working our way 

up, praying for the Spirit’s gift of fortitude, and so on. We 

should do these things; we need to. But I think an answer 

much more to the heart of our Holy Father St. Norbert, 

one that we ironically miss though it stares us in the face, 

is to keep our minds and hearts fixed, not on the narrow 

gate but on the kingdom of heaven on the other side. 

That’s where we’re going. It is there that we find rest for 

our restlessness, peace for our conscience, fulfillment of 

our desires, undying friendships, evidently a lot of 

fascinating people, and most especially the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, Jesus Himself, and the face of God. 

… St. Augustine [posed] a question to his congregation, 

which is worth quoting in full. He says, “Suppose God 

came and spoke to us here in His own voice…imagine that 

He is here and saying to…you: ‘Do you want to sin? All 

right, go ahead, then: sin. Do anything that gives you 

pleasure. Anything that you love on earth shall be yours. 

You are angry with someone? Fine: let him die. You want 

to lay violent hands on someone? He is yours to seize. If 

you want to hit someone, you can hit him. If you want 

someone condemned, condemned he shall be. Whatever 

you want for yourself, you shall possess it. No one is to 

oppose you…All the earthly things you crave shall be 

yours in abundance. You shall live to enjoy them not just 

for a time but always. But there is just one reservation: 

you will never see My face.’” 

Immediately a reaction rumbled through the congregation: 

the people groaned. St. Augustine then asks his people, 

“You groaned when I said that, my brothers and sisters. 

Why did you groan?” We here can answer, because God’s 

face is the heavenly banquet; it’s all we really want, and 

we know it. If we love that unsurpassable good, then we’ll 

naturally strive for that narrow gate; we’ll have to; we 

won’t be able not to. How then do we grow in our desire 

to join the ranks of those who recline at table in the 

kingdom of God? By enjoying its foretaste now in Holy 

Communion. 

by Fr. Chrysostom Baer, O.Praem., Prior Norbertine Fathers 

at St. Michael's Abbey, Silverado, California; 

published at theabbotcircle.com 



Announcements 

August School Drive  The St. Ignatius & St. Luke’s Ladies 

of Charity are collecting school supplies during the month of 

August for one of our local schools in need, J. Frank Dent 

Elementary. There is a box near the entrance door for you to 

place your items. Please be generous to help needy children 

be prepared for learning with backpacks, note books, crayons, 

pens and pencils, etc. If you prefer to make a monetary 

donation, place your checks to the Ladies of Charity in the 

Poor Box or in the collection plate, and put School Drive on 

the memo line.  

St. Ignatius is in need of lectors for the Saturday/Sunday 

4:30pm, 8:00am and 9:30am masses.  If you are interested in 

this ministry, please call Fr. Vidal at 301 567-9570 or Connie 

Somerville at 301 248-7111. Your assistance will be greatly 

appreciated.  

A Sodality of St. Monica   Do you have family members and 

friends who have left the practice of their faith, or who have 

never found a home in Christ’s Church? Join the Sodality in 

prayer! Prayer cards are available in the narthex for daily 

petition, and the Rosary will be offered for this intention at 

the 1st Saturday Holy Hours.  

Bible Study   
Fr. David Ousley leads a Bible Study session every 

Wednesday at 10 am. You can join in person in the parish 

house meeting room, following the 9 am Mass in the 

chapel. Or join us on Zoom! Email the office for the Zoom 

link that will be used for every meeting. 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 20 August 

Anticipated Mass for the Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 21 August 

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

8 am  the unremembered dead in our churchyard 

9:30 am  Clark & Doris Glenn  

11 am  Lilian C. Madan 
Monday, 22 August 

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9 am  Rafael F. Madan +  

Tuesday, 23 August 

Rose of Lima, Virgin 

9 am  those for whom Rafael Madan is obligated to pray  

Wednesday, 24 August 

Bartholomew, Apostle 

9 am  Lawrence Pitt  

Thursday, 25 August 

Louis 

Joseph Calasanz, Priest 

9 am  Tom Holtz 

Friday, 26 August 

Feria 

9 am  Frederick Avery +  

Saturday, 27 August 

Monica 

10 am  in thanksgiving for Sr. Monica Baptiste  

Anticipated Mass for the Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 28 August 

The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

8 am  Emmett Till + 

9:30 am  Pedro Navarro +  

11 am  Lilian Madan Gamble + 

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Jackie Chancio  George Hendrix 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Theresa Koshut, Jackie Windsor, Jack Figel, Sonya Estrada, Dave Hoppe, Barbara Manning; Andy, Paula, and Marian Luther; Jackie Chancio, Carollyn Grimm, 

Mark Mangione, Richard Thompson, Barbara Jo Russell, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe  

Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, 

Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Domingo G., Adrian and Barbara.; M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B.,  

and J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 


