
11 September 2022 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



WHY DOES THE STORY OF THE PRODIGAL SON  
END WITH A MEAL? 

First and foremost, the parable is about God’s 

forgiveness.  But if that had been the only message Jesus 

intended to give us here, wouldn’t it have made more sense to 

conclude the story with the father kissing and embracing his 

repentant son?  So why the meal? 

I’m convinced it’s because Jesus was also trying to teach us 

something here about the Eucharist: specifically, the 

importance and necessity of receiving the Eucharist worthily! I 

say that because the meal the prodigal son shared with his dad 

when he came back home was more than just an occasion for 

some nice conversation and some good food: it was also a 

joyous celebration of UNITY (or, more accurately, it was a 

joyous celebration of the reunification of a merciful father and 

his repentant son).  To coin a theological expression, the son 

had just been restored to “the state of grace,” and so it was his 

privilege to eat at his father’s table once again. 

And isn’t this precisely what the Church teaches about 

receiving the Eucharist?  Remember what St. Paul said in 1 

Corinthians 11: “A man should examine himself first [i.e., to 

determine if he’s in the state of grace]; only then should he eat 

of the [Eucharistic] bread and drink of the cup.” Based on these 

words of St. Paul, the Church teaches that if we have 

committed a mortal sin …we should not come to the Lord’s 

table until we’ve been reconciled with the heavenly 

Father.  And the ordinary way for this reconciliation to take 

place after Baptism is through the sacrament of Confession. 

This important teaching is reflected in the parable itself.  As 

the story begins, the younger son is clearly a member of the 

family in good standing.  What his father said to his older 

brother later on could have been said to him at the beginning: 

“Son, you are with me always and everything I have is yours.” 

That’s the way it is spiritually for all Catholics who are in the 

state of grace: they are members of God’s family in good 

standing, and all the sacramental graces which come through 

the Church are available to them. 

But, unfortunately, this younger boy wasn’t content to remain 

where he was. 

I remember asking the teenagers at youth group one night to 

share with me their thoughts on this parable—and some of 

them had very perceptive insights!  When I read to them the 

line about the younger son’s departure, I said, “What’s the 

significance of the word ‘all’ in that text?  It says there that the 

boy took all his belongings and went to a distant country.” One 

of the teens raised his hand and answered, “Obviously, Fr. 

Ray, he wasn’t planning to come back—ever.”  I said, “That’s 

right.  This young man was cutting himself off completely from 

his family.” 

Spiritually, that’s exactly  what mortal sin is: it’s a sin whereby 

we sever our bond of friendship with God, and cut ourselves off 

from all the sacramental graces which come through our 

spiritual family, the Church. We are spiritually “dead,” as this 

prodigal son was “dead.” But the interesting thing is that we 

still remain a member of “the Family”; we still remain a 

member of the Church, albeit an estranged member.  

This is something that people in mortal sin often forget, and 

it sometimes keeps them from coming back to the Lord: they 

think they’re “too far gone.”  And wasn’t that precisely the 

thought that almost kept the prodigal son from coming back 

to his father in the parable?  He was convinced he had been 

disowned by his dad.  He thought he was so disconnected 

from his family that the only way he could possibly return 

was as a servant.  But when his father greeted him with love 

and mercy, the boy realized that he was still his father’s son 

(and that he always had been his father’s son).  

And so it is with every serious sinner who returns to the 

heavenly Father in the sacrament of Confession: that person 

is immediately welcomed back, and his status in the Family 

of God (i.e., the Church) is immediately restored. Then—and 

only then—is the “prodigal Catholic” able to come to the 

Lord’s table and receive the Holy Eucharist worthily once 

again, just as the prodigal son was able to sit down and eat 

with his father only after he had been forgiven. 

Which brings us, finally, to the situation of the older brother 

at the end of the story.  Instead of rejoicing and joining in 

the festivities, he appears to have committed a mortal sin 

himself, because suddenly he’s the one who’s not able to 

share the meal with his dad and family!  We are told that 

when he heard about his brother’s return and about the 

banquet his father had prepared, “he became angry and . . . 

refused to enter the house.”  It seems that his anger against 

his younger brother was so intense that it made him 

incapable of partaking in the family meal.  The words of St. 

John in his first letter come to mind here: “Anyone who hates 

his brother is a murderer.”  From all external indications, 

that seems to be where the older boy was at.   

And what does the father do?  Does he say to him (as he 

could have), “You spoiled brat!  You ungrateful kid!  Get out 

of my sight!”? No!  Amazingly, the father humbles himself by 

coming out to his stubborn son and PLEADING with him! 

He pleads with him to let go of his anger and be reunited 

with his brother and family. 

If we ever commit a mortal sin (which I pray we never do; 

but if it ever happens) and we’re hesitant about our 

repentance, I think it would be good for us to imagine a 

similar scene in our mind.  We should imagine Jesus Christ 

our Lord and Savior physically walking up to us and 

pleading with us to repent and go to Confession.  I don’t 

know about you, but I would find it very hard to refuse the 

pleading—the begging—of God himself.  

When President Abraham Lincoln was asked how he 

intended to treat the rebellious southerners who had fought 

for the Confederacy during the Civil War, he answered by 

saying, “I will treat them as if they had never been away." 

When repentant Catholics receive absolution in the 

confessional, that’s precisely how God our heavenly Father 

pledges to treat them.  That’s the good news—and that’s why 

they can come to his table once again and receive his Son’s 

Body and Blood worthily, as if they had never been away. 

This homily was given on September 15, 2013 at St. Pius X 

Church, Westerly, R.I., by Fr. Raymond Suriani.  



Announcements 

Do You Know anyone in the parish who has been unable to 

resume going out since the pandemic or is now a shut-in due 

to illness, disability, or lack of transportation? Please contact 

the parish office.  

We are here to serve ALL our parishioners. 

Is Your Child in Need of Sacramental Preparation?  
Email the parish office with your name and contact 

information and DRE Megan Scott will get in touch. 

A Sodality of St. Monica   Do you have family members and 

friends who have left the practice of their faith, or who have 

never found a home in Christ’s Church? Join the Sodality in 

prayer! Prayer cards are available in the narthex for daily 

petition, and the Rosary will be offered for this intention at 

the 1st Saturday Holy Hours.  

Bible Study   
Fr. David Ousley leads a Bible Study session every 

Wednesday at 10 am. You can join in person in the parish 

house meeting room, following the 9 am Mass in the 

chapel. Or join us on Zoom! Email the office for the Zoom 

link that will be used for every meeting. 

Did you know about the Thursday Sewing Circle?  
Knitting, crocheting, and other needle work! 

The Circle meets in the parish house meeting room on 2nd 

and 4th Thursdays from 10 am to 2 pm, making baby goods 

for local pregnancy centers and items for Sacred Heart 

nursing home.   

So bring your project and a lunch/snack and join them. 

Don't know how to wield needles but wish you did? Learn 

from the masters! They are happy to teach you the skills.  

 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 10 September 

Feria 

10 am  Russell White  

Anticipated Mass for the Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 11 September 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

8 am  Rafael Madan y Diago 

9:30 am  those who have died unprepared +  

11 am  Harry J. Guinivan +   

Monday, 12 September 

The Most Holy Name of Mary 

9 am  Paul Michalco +  

Tuesday, 13 September 

John Chysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

9 am  Mary Sabatino +  

Wednesday, 14 September 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

9 am  the needs and intentions of visitors to this parish  

Thursday, 15 September 

Our Lady of Sorrows [St. Mary of the Cross] 

9 am  Rev. Arthur Woolley +  

Friday, 16 September 

Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 

9 am  Benjamin Wenger +  

Saturday, 17 September 

Hildegard of Bingen, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 

Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

10 am  Ross J. Cameron +  

Anticipated Mass for the Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 18 September 

The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 

8 am  Hector Cuellar + 

9:30 am  Clark and Doris Glenn  

11 am  Ernest Grey Cammack +   

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Jackie Chancio  George Hendrix 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Lorraine Killion, Marie Norment, Theresa Koshut, Jackie Windsor, Jack Figel, Sonya Estrada, Dave Hoppe, Barbara Manning; Andy, Paula, and Marian Luther; 

Jackie Chancio, Carollyn Grimm, Mark Mangione, Richard Thompson, Barbara Jo Russell, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, 

Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance 

Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Domingo G., Adrian and Barbara.; M.M., R.M., K.M., 

C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., and J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 


