
2 October 2022 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



LIKE A MUSTARD SEED 

One of the most beloved verses on faith is Jesus’ simile of 

the mustard seed. 

Most people draw comfort from Jesus point about the 

power of a faith that is small like the seed. But a larger 

truth behind this: mustard seeds grow. So Jesus is not 

only drawing attention to the small size of these seeds. 

In order to grasp the full meaning of the phrase, let’s 

first take a look at it as it appears in Matthew and Luke. 

In Matthew, the expression comes after the disciples 

were unable to cast out a demon. They ask Jesus why. 

He responds, 

Because of your little faith. Amen, I say to you, if you 

have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this 

mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. 

Nothing will be impossible for you (Matthew 17:20). 

The version in Luke comes after Jesus speaks on 

forgiving someone who was wronged you seven times in 

one day and asks for forgiveness each time, to which the 

disciples respond with a request to increase their faith. 

Jesus says, 

If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would 

say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the 

sea,’ and it would obey you (Luke 17:6). 

Both translations read ‘faith the size of a mustard seed’ 

but the word size or its equivalent does not appear in the 

original Greek for either gospel. In both, Jesus simply 

says ‘faith as a mustard seed.’ No doubt, the smallness of 

these seeds is at the fore, but Jesus has in mind much 

more than size. If, after all, that was only point, He could 

have used the metaphor of a grain of sand or dust, but 

He didn’t. 

There are two differences with a mustard seed. 

First, it is a life-giving force. Jesus uses similar imagery 

in John to describe His death and resurrection: 

Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 

to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; 

but if it dies, it produces much fruit (John 12:24). 

So there are three things to note: the seed is living; it is 

life-giving even though it appears to be dead on the 

outside; and it is life-giving in such a way that it leads to 

the bearing of fruit. (Yes, mustard trees have fruit.)   

So, faith that is effective is a faith that is living, that is a 

faith that has works, since Scripture defines a dead faith 

as one without works (see James 2:17). We could also 

describe such a faith as one that bears fruit (see Matthew 

7:16). Such a faith often leads us to die to ourselves in 

the flesh so that we might come alive in the Spirit 

(see Luke 9:23, Galatians 5:24, and 1 Peter 3:18). 

Second, that small seed grows into a very large plant. 

Jesus Himself emphasized this aspect of the seed earlier 

in Matthew: 

He proposed another parable to them. “The kingdom of 

heaven is like a mustard seed that a person took and 

sowed in a field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet 

when full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a 

large bush, and the ‘birds of the sky come and dwell in 

its branches’” (Matthew 13:31-32). 

The use of the metaphor cannot be accidental. For it is 

after all through faith, not the sword, that the kingdom 

of heaven grows. 

Thus, the underlying message isn’t so much the power 

of faith to transform the world around you, but it’s 

potential to transform you in your soul, growing from a 

seed to a magnificent tree. One nineteenth century 

commentator sums it up well: 

It has been supposed by some, therefore, that 

he meant to say, If you have the smallest or 

feeblest faith that is genuine, you can do all 

things. The mustard-seed produced the largest 

of all herbs. It has been supposed by others, 

therefore, to mean, If you have increasing, 

expanding, enlarged faith, growing and 

strengthening from small beginnings, you can 

perform the most difficult undertaking. There 

is a principle of vitality in the grain of seed 

stretching forward to great results, which 

illustrates the nature of faith. Your faith should 

be like that. This is probably the true meaning. 

The contexts of both Matthew and Luke also us to 

draw two further conclusions about the effects of faith. 

In the first, we can see faith moving a mountain. The 

implication is obvious: faith allows us to do the 

impossible because nothing will be impossible for God. 

But less attention is given to the second context—the 

moving of the mulberry tree and planting it in the sea. 

Surely this is a greater impossibility—the ‘planting’ of a 

tree in the waves of the sea. This seems to be a 

physical impossibility for there is nothing for the roots 

of the tree to take hold of. It’d be immediately swept 

away. It would be like building a house on quicksand, 

except even worse. But Jesus is saying it’s possible. In 

other words, faith allows us to remain rooted and 

grounded even in the most seemingly unsettled of 

situations. 

Seeds have the power to remake the worlds around 

them. And that’s what faith does for us—beginning with 

the world within. 

From The Deeper Meaning of How Faith is Like a Mustard 

Seed by Stephen Beale, on catholicexchange.com, 5 August 

2019 



Announcements 

Save the Date! 
Mark your calendars now for Sunday, October 16th for a 

Parish Potluck Lunch after the 11 am Mass in celebration of 

the Feast of St. Luke. We hope to see EVERYONE there! 

Is Your Child in Need of Sacramental Preparation?  
Email the parish office with your name and contact 

information and DRE Megan Scott will get in touch. 

Sunday School resumes Next Sunday 
Join us on October 9th at 9:30 am in the school. 
Continuing Formation for Adults gathers in the Library 

Room behind the stage. This year they will be examining 

the biblical roots of the Eucharist. 

Knowledge of Scripture meets in the last classroom on the 

main floor. It is open to all young people who have completed 

their sacraments of initiation.  

There will be no Wednesday Bible Study class on  
October 5.  

Did you know about the Thursday Sewing Circle?  
Knitting, crocheting, and other needle work! 

The Circle meets in the parish house meeting room on 2nd 

and 4th Thursdays from 10 am to 2 pm, making baby goods 

for local pregnancy centers and items for Sacred Heart 

nursing home.   

So bring your project and a lunch/snack and join them. 

Don't know how to wield needles but wish you did? Learn 

from the masters! They are happy to teach you the skills.  

 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 1 October  

Anticipated Mass for the Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 2 October 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

8 am  John Keble + 

9:30 am  in thanksgiving for Nora Rose  

11 am  living & deceased descendants of Rafael F. & Lilian C. Madan 

Monday, 3 October 

Feria 

9 am  Leslie Lee +  

Tuesday, 4 October 

Francis of Assisi 

9 am  William Moore +  

Wednesday, 5 October  

Faustina Kowalska, Virgin 

Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest 

9 am  Janet Hofer +  

Thursday, 6 October 

Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin 

Bruno, Priest 

9 am  Jeanne Lamontagne +  

Friday, 7 October  

Our Lady of the Rosary 

9 am  Madeline’s intentions  

Saturday, 8 October  

Denis, Bishop and Martyr, and Companions, Martyrs 

John Leonardi, Priest 

10 am  living & deceased relatives of the Madan-Casas family  

Anticipated Mass for the Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 9 October 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

8 am  Marjorie Furrey + 

9:30 am  Frank and Martha Whitmore +  

11 am  Sr. Guy-Marie +  

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Jackie Chancio  George Hendrix 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Chelsea, Ransom, Lorraine Killion, Marie Norment, Theresa Koshut, Jackie Windsor, Jack Figel, Sonya Estrada, Dave Hoppe, Barbara Manning; Andy, Paula, 

and Marian Luther; Jackie Chancio, Carollyn Grimm, Mark Mangione, Richard Thompson, Barbara Jo Russell, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Joanne Newsom, Anne 

Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, 

Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Domingo G., Adrian and Barbara.; C.M., 

C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., and J.M., H.G., and J.G.; and those mourning Jack Shaw + 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 


