
16 October 2022 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



Why Communion Matters 
As we wind down this year’s Novena of Thanksgiving, it may 

be helpful to examine again why it matters to be in communion 

with the Catholic Church. We offer this reflection by Timothy 

Gabrieli,, associate professor and Gudorf Chair for Catholic 

Intellectual Traditions, University of Dayton: 

As a scholar of Catholic sacramental theology, let me 

offer some thoughts on the central role of Holy 

Communion in the Catholic Church, and the pain it can 

cause some members to be denied reception of it. 

One of the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church, the 

Eucharist is a ritual in which, according to Catholic 

theology, bread and wine blessed by a priest really 

become the body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ. 

Such is its central role in Catholicism, it has been called 

the “fount and apex of the whole Christian life.” 

Catholics are obliged to receive Communion at least once 

a year, but in practice many do so far more frequently 

during Mass, or Catholic public worship. 

Why might Catholics be concerned with lacking access 

to this one practice when there are presumably many 

other opportunities for spiritual growth both within and 

without the Catholic Church? 

The answer lies not only in a sense of injustice about 

being denied access or forcing a change of habit. It is 

found in the history, practice and theology of Holy 

Communion itself. 

Eucharist in early Christianity 

In the formative years of Christianity around 2,000 

years ago, the practice of ritual meals was already 

common in both Jewish and Greco-Roman culture. Early 

Christian Eucharistic practice took seriously the ritual 

power of a meal to transport participants beyond the 

physical world by connecting them to both past events 

and spiritual realities. 

Jesus shared many meals throughout his time on Earth, 

culminating in his “last supper,” during which, according 

to biblical passages, he instructed followers to share 

bread and wine, saying, “This is my body that is for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Early followers of Jesus worshiped in synagogues and 

continued to take part in Jewish rituals. Thus, the 

Eucharist flowed from the same stream as the Passover 

Seder in which Jewish tradition says each person is to 

regard him or herself as having been personally freed 

from slavery in Egypt. 

Yet, Christian ritual meals were unique because they 

were centered on Jesus, a crucified victim of the Roman 

Empire, whom, Christians believe, “passed over” death 

to be resurrected by God. 

Body of Christ 

The whole structure of the Mass, which normally 

culminates in reception of Communion, is about 

thrusting participants into the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus, so that they may see the death-

and-resurrection shape of life in the world. 

Catholic theology distinguishes three ways of speaking 

of the body of Christ, all rooted in the Bible: There is 

the historical Jesus who walked on Earth, the body of 

Christ that is present in the bread and wine of the 

Eucharist, and finally the assembly of people who, as 

St. Paul the apostle put it, “are the body of Christ and 

individually members of it.” 

The early Christian celebration of, and reflection on, 

the Eucharist did not imagine a sharp divide between 

the presence of Christ in the Eucharist and in the 

people who celebrate it. 

But an 11th-century controversy over the nature of 

Christ’s presence in the Eucharist, which became 

closely associated with the historical Jesus, initiated 

what one scholar called a “deadly break” between the 

presence of Christ in the Eucharist and the presence of 

Christ in people. Twentieth-century Catholic theology 

recovered that deep connection between Christ’s 

presence in the Eucharist and in the community. 

Being set apart 

In its most basic terms, Catholics receive the really-

present Christ in Communion so that they may be 

Christ in the world. 

Catholics believe that when one consumes the 

Eucharist, one is incorporated into Christ and becomes 

bonded to others who are also part of the body of 

Christ on Earth. It is not simply a matter of individual 

belief, but of Church unity and the mission of being 

Christ in the world. 

To set oneself outside of the practice of Communion – 

or to be set outside by another – is to be apart from the 

very practice that incorporates one into the body of 

Christ. 

 
From Why Communion matters in Catholic life – and what it 

means to be denied the Eucharist published on 

theconversation.com, 2 July 2021  



Announcements 

Sunday School  
Join us every Sunday at 9:30 am in the school. 
Continuing Formation for Adults gathers in the Library 

Room behind the stage. This year they will be examining 

the biblical roots of the Eucharist, using the program 

“Eucharist:  Discovering the Mass in the Bible,” a series 

provided by Formed and Augustine Institute and led by Brant 

Pitre, (professor of Sacred Scripture at Notre Dame 

Seminary in New Orleans and author of several books on the 

Bible).  

Knowledge of Scripture meets in the last classroom on the 

main floor. It is open to all young people who have completed 

their sacraments of initiation.  

Did you know about the Thursday Sewing Circle?  
Knitting, crocheting, and other needle work! 

The Circle meets in the parish house meeting room on 2nd 

and 4th Thursdays from 10 am to 2 pm, making baby goods 

for local pregnancy centers and items for Sacred Heart 

nursing home.   

So bring your project and a lunch/snack and join them. 

Don't know how to wield needles but wish you did? Learn 

from the masters! They are happy to teach you the skills.  

Clergy Conference This Week  
Fr. Vidal and Fr. Catania will be out of the office this week 

[October 17-20] attending the clergy conference of the 

Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter. During that time you 

can still reach them via email or leave them a voice mail by 

calling the office and selecting their extension. 

 

 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 15 October  

Anticipated Mass for THE FEAST OF ST. LUKE [transferred] 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 16 October 

THE FEAST OF ST. LUKE [transferred] 

8 am  Cathleen C. McGoldrick + 

9:30 am  Theresa Koshut 

11 am  Rosemary Coller  

Monday, 17 October 

Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr  

9 am  Marian Luther  

Tuesday, 18 October 

Luke, Evangelist 

9 am  Luke Morgan +  

Wednesday, 19 October  

Jean de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, Priests,  

and Companions, Martyrs 

9 am  Ida Hounson +  

Thursday, 20 October 

Paul of the Cross, Priest 

9 am  Diana Gritz  

Friday, 21 October  

Feria 

9 am  Jack Shaw +  

Saturday, 22 October  

John Paul II, Pope 

10 am  those who have been wronged by the Madan-Casas family  

Anticipated Mass for the Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity  

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 23 October 

The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity  

8 am  Jerry Ryan + 

9:30 am  Clark and Doris Glenn 

11 am   special intention [Rafael Madan]  

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Jackie Chancio  George Hendrix 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Cate Mueller, Don Seward, Chelsea Ransom, Lorraine Killion, Marie Norment, Theresa Koshut, Jackie Windsor, Jack Figel, Sonya Estrada, Dave Hoppe,  

Barbara Manning; Andy, Paula, and Marian Luther; Jackie Chancio, Carollyn Grimm, Mark Mangione, Richard Thompson, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Joanne 

Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, 

Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather; C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., 

W.B., and J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 


