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Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
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(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
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in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 
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The Cross as Throne 

By Quek Tze-Ming 

 

Some time ago, I encountered an old Holy Week hymn 

called The Royal Banners Forward Go: 

The royal banners forward go, 

The cross shines forth in mystic glow; 

Where He in flesh, our flesh who made, 

Our sentence bore, our ransom paid. 

These words are from the translation of JM Neale (1851). But 

the Latin original – Vexilla regis prodeunt – goes back to 

Venantius Fortunatus, who died around AD 609. 

Venantius was Bishop of Poitiers in what is now modern 

France, around the time when Roman power was weakening in 

North and Central Europe. He wrote this hymn, which is still 

sung in churches today during Passion Week. 

The metre of the hymn is that of a procession, a parade. The 

word vexilla (“banners”) is the word used to describe the 

regimental standards of the Roman Legionnaires. 

At the time when Roman Legions would have been retreating 

or have retreated from North and Central Europe to Italy, 

Bishop Venantius sings of the standards of another royal army, 

the banners of another king. 

A different look of triumph 

The hymn does not just refer to the Cross with the language of 

royal banners, it also speaks of the Cross as a throne. This is 

clearest in the third verse, which contains a curious phrase: 

Fulfilled is all that David told 

In true prophetic song of old, 

Amidst the nations, God, saith he, 

Hath reigned and triumphed from the tree. 

We join many others in wondering where exactly David said 

that – that God has reigned and triumphed from the tree? 

The answer is in David’s “true prophetic song of old”, that is, 

the Psalms. But where in the Psalms? 

Well, in our Bibles, Psalm 96:10 reads: “Say among the 

nations, ‘The LORD reigns!’”  

But, it looks like in the Roman Psalter (an Old Latin 

translation), the verse reads: “Say among the nations, ‘The 

LORD reigns from the wood/tree!'” 

Reigning … from a tree? 

Some Latin Church Fathers from Tertullian onwards 

(including Augustine, Expositions on the Psalms) quote this 

reading. 

Interestingly, the early Greek-writing apologist Justin Martyr 

argues that these words do belong in the verse and they 

prophesy about the cross of Christ: “The Lord reigns from the 

tree!” 

But none of our usually reliable OT manuscripts – whether 

Hebrew or Greek – have “from the tree” at the end of that 

line. Most likely, this was an addition from someone 

translating or copying a manuscript. Who knows what this 

translator was thinking? 

Maybe he didn’t understand a particular Hebrew word and 

guessed. Maybe he saw wrongly. Maybe he just liked trees. 

But, while “the Lord reigns from the tree!” is almost 

certainly not what Psalm 96:10 says, the early Fathers were 

on to something here. 

The phrase does reflect a profound truth worth meditating 

upon. At the heart of Luke’s picture of the cross is the 

mocking of Jesus as king of the Jews. 

There was also an inscription over him: “This is the King of 

the Jews.” (Luke 23:38) 

The truth revealed  

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus has turned upside down the meaning 

of kingship, the meaning of the kingdom itself. He has eaten 

with the wrong people, offered peace and hope to the wrong 

people, and warned the wrong people of God’s coming 

judgment. 

Now in chapter 23, Jesus is hailed as king at last, but in 

mockery. 

We see his royal cupbearer: A Roman soldier offering him 

the sour wine favoured by the poor. 

We see his royal inscription, announcing his kingship to the 

world: The criminal charge which forms the basis of his 

death penalty. 

We see the generous gift of a king on his way to 

enthronement, which turns out to be a promise of a place in 

paradise to a fellow-convict. 

But, in a deep and mysterious way, what was intended as 

mockery turns out to be the deepest truth of all: Jesus is 

indeed and truly the King of the Jews, the Lord over all the 

earth. 

And God is enthroned here at the tree. 

True power, honour, and glory 

Here – at the place where Roman humiliation and Jewish 

shame and universal curse meet – here is where God’s glory 

is fully revealed to us. 

If we were asked to think of royal glory, some of us would 

picture the pomp and the circumstance of the British royal 

family – they are still the most famous royal dynasty, after 

all. We think of the palaces, the parades, the processions, the 

crowns, the opulence, the vertical-hand waves from the 

balcony high up. 

And so it’s easy for us to think that the Cross is a place 

where Jesus was stripped of His most powerful, glorious, 

divine attributes. 

We suppose that the Cross is the place where Jesus is most 

un-Godlike. 

But what if the reverse is true? What if the Cross is the place 

where God is the most God-like? 

What does that say about God, and about his Kingdom? 

If Jesus is enthroned at the Cross, if God is reigning from 

the tree, then perhaps we have to start rethinking what true 

power, honour, and glory, is. 

Perhaps true power and glory is found at the place of 

ultimate self-giving love, suffering for the sake of others. 

 

This article first appeared 16 April 2016 at saltandlight.sg. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2096.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2096.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2023.38


Announcements 

Christmas Basket Raffle  The Ladies of Charity will be 

selling tickets before and after Masses  for their annual 

Christmas Basket Raffle. The basket includes custom 

made afghan and other custom homemade items, sparkling 

drinks, Christmas treats & decorations, goodies and $100 

gift card. Proceeds will go to our local nursing homes and 

other charitable organizations. Tickets are $5 each or 5 for 

$20; the drawing will be Sunday, December 18, 2022—

you need not be present to win! 

Advent Lessons and Carols  
Our annual service of Advent Lessons & Carols will be 

Sunday, December 11th at 5 pm in the church. This 

evening of music and scripture is a beautiful way to 

prepare your heart to welcome the Lord when he comes 

again. 

A reception will follow in the school auditorium.  

St. Columba School's 21st Annual Breakfast with Santa  
& Christmas Market Place 

Saturday, December 3, 2022: 9am - 2pm 

Pancake Breakfast: served 9am - noon - adults $10 / 

children - $5 (3 and under free) 

Christmas Market Place: 9am - 2pm, Free admission 

Photos with Santa: 9am -12 noon, $5 

Over 20 local vendors and crafters, food, door prizes, face 

painting and free craft room for kids.  

St. Columba School  Now enrolling for 2023-2024 school year! 

Applications for the 2023-2024 Archdiocese of 

Washington Tuition Assistance Program are now being 

accepted through 12/2/22 for returning families, and 

through 2/18/23 for new families.  Please note that all 

families requesting any financial aid from St. Columba 

School must complete an application. The link may be 

found on their website www.stccatholic.org.  

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 19 November  

Anticipated Mass for the Feast of Christ the King  

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 20 November 

The Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe  

8 am  Easter Thompson 

9:30 am  Jack Figel 

11 am   Marian and Andy Luther  
Monday, 21 November 

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9 am  Carol Reilly +  

Tuesday, 22 November 

Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr 

9 am  Rafael Madan y Diago +  

Wednesday, 23 November  

B. Miguel Agustín Pro, Priest and Martyr 

Clement I, Pope and Martyr 

Columban, Abbot 

9 am  Graziella Heyrich de Madan +  

Thursday, 24 November 

Andrew Dung-lac, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs 

Thanksgiving Day 

9 am  pro populo  

Friday, 25 November  

Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr 

9 am  Brian and Allison Jablonski  

Saturday, 26 November  

Weekday before Advent 

10 am  Rev. Michael Birch +  

Anticipated Mass for the First Sunday of Advent  

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 27 November 

The First Sunday of Advent 

8 am  all those on our prayer list 

9:30 am  Clifford Woods, Sr. + 

11 am   J. Alberto Casas +  

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Jackie Chancio  George Hendrix 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Easter Thompson, Finn Prada, Fr. Gus Peters, Cate Mueller, Don Seward, Chelsea Ransom, Lorraine Killion, Marie Norment, Theresa Koshut, Jackie Windsor, 

Jack Figel, Sonya Estrada, Dave Hoppe, Barbara Manning; Andy, Paula, and Marian Luther; Jackie Chancio, Carollyn Grimm, Mark Mangione, Richard  

Thompson, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, 

Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, 

Kerianna Prather; C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., and J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

https://stlukesordinariate.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bec82b049fa828b9ee187de3a&id=f5df2045fc&e=d37dd6f426

