
27 November 2022 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



The Three Advents of Christ 

...Advent calls to mind three “comings” of Christ: the 

first in history, the second now, and the third at the end 

of time. Meditating upon each of these is a helpful 

preparation for the holy season upon which we are 

embarking. 

Let us first look back. Fulton Sheen said that Jesus is 

the only religious founder whose coming was clearly 

predicted. And indeed we can find throughout the Old 

Testament indications and anticipations of the arrival of 

the Messiah. How often the New Testament authors use 

the language of fulfillment and insist that the events 

around Jesus occurred “kata tas graphas” (according to 

the Scriptures). They appreciated Jesus, this particular 

figure from two thousand years ago, as the one who 

brought to full expression all of the institutions of Israel. 

His rising from the dead demonstrated that he is the 

New Temple, the New Covenant, the definitive prophet, 

the Law or Torah in person. Furthermore, they 

understood that Jesus had brought all of history, in a 

very real sense, to its climax. The turning point of the 

human story is not, therefore, the emergence of 

modernity, not the revolutions of the eighteenth century, 

but rather the dying and rising of Jesus, the Messiah of 

Israel. If we turn Jesus into a mythic or legendary figure 

or we construe him simply as an inspiring religious 

teacher, we miss this crucially important truth. Every 

single New Testament author witnesses to the fact 

that something happened in connection with Jesus, 

indeed something so dramatic that all of time should be 

understood as falling either before him or after him. And 

so, during Advent, we look back with deep interest and 

spiritual attention to that first coming. 

Christ came in time, long ago, but we must attend to the 

second dimension of Advent—namely, his coming to us 

in the here and now. We might think of that famous 

painting of Jesus knocking at the door. This is the Christ 

who presents himself every day, seeking entry into our 

hearts and minds. In his first coming, he appeared in the 

context of Israel. In this present-day Adventus, he 

appears through the sacraments of the Church, through 

good preaching, through the witness of the saints, 

through the Eucharist especially, and through the poor 

who cry out to be cared for. We recall his words, 

“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, you do to 

me.” Now just as many rejected him when he came in 

history long ago, so, sadly enough, many reject him 

today. Can we see that the most important decision we 

will ever make—more important than decisions regarding 

job, family, livelihood, etc.—is whether we allow Christ 

to become the Lord of our lives? During the season of 

Advent, we are meant to stop and pay close attention. 

How is Jesus coming to us and how, precisely, are we 

dealing with his arrival? 

And finally, Advent calls to mind Christ’s definitive 

coming at the end of time. One of the peculiar marks of 

Christianity is the belief that time is going somewhere. 

It is not just “one damn thing after another,” as the 

cynical adage famously has it, nor simply an endless 

cycle, nor the “eternal return of the same.” Rather, 

time has a direction, moving toward its consummation, 

when God will be all in all. The Church identifies this 

final culmination as the “second coming” of Jesus, and 

the Gospels speak of it often. Here is just one example 

from the Gospel of Luke: “Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 

and on earth nations will be in dismay. . . . People will 

die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the 

world. . . . And then they will see the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud with power and great glory.’” What 

this remarkable language conveys is the conviction that, 

at the close of the age, the old order will give way and 

God will renew the great structuring patterns of reality. 

At this second coming of Christ, all of the seeds that 

had been planted throughout nature and history will 

bear fruit, all of the latent potentialities of the cosmos 

will be actualized, and God’s justice will cover the earth 

as the waters cover the sea. 

The Church’s belief—and it governs the whole of its 

life—is that we are living in the in-between times; that 

is to say, in between the culmination of history in the 

cross and Resurrection and the definitive fulfillment of 

history in the second coming of Jesus. In a sense, the 

war against sin and death has been won, and yet mop-

up operations continue. The Church lives in that 

middle zone where the final stage of the battle is still 

being fought. Pay attention, especially during the 

Advent season, to our daily Gospels at Mass. I think 

you’ll be surprised how often they reference the second 

Advent of Jesus at the end of time. I might offer just 

two well-known examples: “We proclaim your Death, O 

Lord, and profess your Resurrection, until you come 

again,” and “As we await the blessed hope and the 

coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.” This is the how 

the Church speaks during the in-between times. 

Though we are beset on all sides by failure, pain, sin, 

sickness, and the fear of death, we live in joyful hope, 

for we know that history is going somewhere, that God 

has won the decisive battle and will win the war. 

Therefore, this Advent, look back; look around; and 

look forward. With each glance, you will see the Christ 

who comes. 
 

from Three comings of Christ prepare us for Advent by Bishop 

Robert Barron, published at angelusnews.com on 23 November 

2021 

https://wordonfire.org/advent
https://wordonfire.org/advent


Announcements 

A Visit From St. Nick The Holy Bishop of Myra, St. 

Nicholas, will be visiting the parish following the 11 am 

Mass next Sunday December 4th. Come help him 

celebrate his feastday. He is the patron saint of children, 

so bring the kids!  

Christmas Basket Raffle  The Ladies of Charity will be 

selling tickets before and after Masses  for their annual 

Christmas Basket Raffle. The basket includes custom 

made afghan and other custom homemade items, sparkling 

drinks, Christmas treats & decorations, goodies and $100 

gift card. Proceeds will go to our local nursing homes and 

other charitable organizations. Tickets are $5 each or 5 for 

$20; the drawing will be Sunday, December 18, 2022—

you need not be present to win! 

Advent Lessons and Carols  
Our annual service of Advent Lessons & Carols will be 

Sunday, December 11th at 5 pm in the church. This 

evening of music and scripture is a beautiful way to 

prepare your heart to welcome the Lord when he comes 

again. 

A reception will follow in the school auditorium.  

St. Columba School's 21st Annual Breakfast with Santa  
& Christmas Market Place 

Saturday, December 3, 2022: 9am - 2pm 

Pancake Breakfast: served 9am - noon - adults $10 / 

children - $5 (3 and under free) 

Christmas Market Place: 9am - 2pm, Free admission 

Photos with Santa: 9am -12 noon, $5 

Over 20 local vendors and crafters, food, door prizes, face 

painting and free craft room for kids.  

 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 26 November  

Anticipated Mass for the First Sunday of Advent  

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 27 November 

The First Sunday of Advent 

8 am  all those on our prayer list 

9:30 am  Clifford Woods, Sr. + 

11 am   J. Alberto Casas +  

Monday, 28 November 

Advent Feria 

9 am  Monica Scarborough +  

Tuesday, 29 November 

Advent Feria 

9 am  Nzoun Foreha  

Wednesday, 30 November  

Andrew, Apostle 

9 am  Jamison Clark +  

Thursday, 1 December 

Advent Feria 

9 am  Marianne Kelly  

Friday, 2 December  

Ember Friday in Advent 

9 am  Madeline’s intentions  

Saturday, 3 December  

Ember Saturday in Advent 

Francis Xavier, Priest 

10 am  Martin Cross +  

Anticipated Mass for the Second Sunday of Advent  

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 4 December 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

8 am   Francisaca 

9:30 am  Guadalupe Manlapaz + 

11 am   Dolorita Wallace Moore +  

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Jackie Chancio  George Hendrix 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Easter Thompson, Finn Prada, Fr. Gus Peters, Cate Mueller, Don Seward, Chelsea Ransom, Lorraine Killion, Marie Norment, Theresa Koshut, Jackie Windsor, 

Jack Figel, Sonya Estrada, Dave Hoppe, Barbara Manning; Andy, Paula, and Marian Luther; Jackie Chancio, Carollyn Grimm, Mark Mangione, Richard  

Thompson, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, 

Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, 

Kerianna Prather; C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., and J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 


