
4 December 2022 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



The Peace of Christ 

Peace. Virtually every person wants it. Far fewer understand 

it. All need to know that they will only find it in Jesus Christ. 

Peace is the first gift of both the Incarnation and the 

Resurrection of the Lord named in Scripture. “Glory to God in 

the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 

rests” (Luke 2:14), the angels declare to the shepherds after 

the birth of Christ. When the risen Lord appears to His 

disciples in the Upper Room on Easter night, He first says to 

them, “Peace be with you” (John 20:19). 

The risen Christ’s announcement of peace is an echo of a 

promise He made in the Upper Room during the Last Supper, 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. Not as the world 

gives do I give it to you” (John 14:27). It is, of course, no 

accident that Christ promises the gift of His peace as He 

institutes the Holy Eucharist, in which the mysteries of His 

Incarnation, Crucifixion, and Resurrection are made present 

and His peace is communicated to those who offer and receive 

His Body and Blood. 

The deepest spiritual reality of the Eucharist, known in 

Catholic tradition as the res tantum of the Sacrament, is union 

with Christ and with His Mystical Body, the Church. Closely 

related to the union signified and effected by the Holy 

Eucharist is the gift of peace the Sacrament brings. One writer 

who draws special attention to the relationship of the Eucharist 

with the gift of Christ’s peace is the distinguished preacher and 

apologist Msgr. Ronald A. Knox (1888-1957). 

“The whole notion of Christian solidarity grows out of, and is 

centered in, the common participation of a common table,” 

Knox writes in one of his sermons. The gifts of unity and 

peace respond to a need deeply embedded in human nature, 

the need for fellowship. 

Reference to the Eucharist as the Sacrament of Peace dates 

back as far as St. Ignatius of Antioch. This title was also used 

by St. Thomas Aquinas in the Summa Theologica. Ronald 

Knox was aware of the Patristic pedigree of this concept and 

expressed his wish that it would rise in prominence once again, 

calling it “very little mentioned” and “too little mentioned” in 

his day. 

Referring jointly to Eucharistic unity and peace, Knox calls 

this strain of Eucharistic doctrine “now so little remembered, 

or at least so much disregarded”. There are three interrelated 

forms of peace given by the Eucharist: peace with God, peace 

within oneself, and peace with others. Contrasting this peace 

with the peace the world offers, or rather the worldly peace 

humanity seeks and so often fails to find, Knox writes: 

“I think the world at this moment is more genuinely anxious 

for the maintenance of peace between nations than perhaps it 

has ever been in all its history. Nor should we do well to 

belittle or to deride the efforts made, even by those who differ 

deeply from us in fundamental opinions, to secure an object so 

dear to the heart of Christ. But, if the last irrevocable treaty 

were signed, and the last cruiser scrapped, and the last gun 

melted down, would that be peace? Peace in a world that for 

the most part either forgets God, or openly defies him? Peace 

in a world where human hearts, emancipating themselves from 

every social tie, are carried to and fro by their passions, and 

win from the gratification of them only discontent? For the 

war within our own intellects, for the war within our own 

wills, the world has no solution to offer; hold congresses at 

every town in Switzerland, and our hearts will still be a 

battleground, for God made them for himself, and they can 

find no rest until they find rest in him.” 

Living through two world wars, Knox shows a special 

interest in the concept of Christ’s peace, and how it is shared 

both within the communion of the Church and with the 

world. Knox reflects extensively on the transformative power 

of that fraternal charity which is strengthened by the 

reception of Holy Communion, a sacramental grace that 

Knox considered to be too-little appreciated by the Catholics 

of his day. This charity, if fully realized, could bring peace to 

a world ravaged by war and divisions. In a meditation first 

written for the Sunday Times of London, Knox describes war 

as a “sword” that “brings division into our lives”. 

There are many kinds of division brought by war—familial, 

economic, philosophical, and diplomatic—but the peace-

giving power of the Eucharist is greater even than the 

divisive power of war. War “cannot interrupt the current of 

sacramental fellowship which unites us with our fellow-

Christians when we and they share the same heavenly 

banquet,” Knox writes. “Years may have to elapse before the 

external conditions of free intercourse are re-established 

between us and our friends abroad. But as children round our 

Father’s Table, we are already at one. Our friends yesterday, 

our friends to-morrow—in the timeless existence to which 

the Christian altar introduces us, they are our friends to-

day.” 

Indeed, even enemies are sacramentally united as they draw 

towards God’s altar in their respective churches, wherever 

the Mass is offered. The altar is the “rallying-point of God’s 

people” and has been from the apostolic age. Even death does 

not exclude the faithful from drawing near to Christ in the 

celebration of the Eucharistic Sacrifice. They too share in 

the peace of his altar. This unity is closely connected to the 

understanding that the faithful departed, assisted by the 

prayers of the Church on earth, rest in peace. 

The Eucharistic altar is a source of peace for the faithful 

because it is the place where “heaven touches earth” and 

where a common Sacrifice makes the many members one in 

Christ. The altar of the Mass is the new Jerusalem on earth, 

the new meeting-place of God’s people, the new locus of 

sacrifice and of that peace which flows from sacrifice offered 

to God. Whereas Jerusalem was established as the “City of 

Peace” under the dispensation of the Old Covenant, the 

Eucharist is the Sacrament of Peace under the dispensation 

of the New Covenant. As Jerusalem, and particularly the 

Temple, was also the locus of God’s fullest presence among 

his people, so too the Real Presence of Christ in the 

Eucharist is God’s fullest presence among his people since 

Our Lord’s Ascension, and the continuing presence of the 

Eucharistic Lord has the power to effect his people’s unity 

and peace…. 

from “My peace I give to you”: Ronald Knox on the Eucharist and the gift of 

peace by Fr. Charles Fox, published at catholicworldreport.com on 22 May 

2022 



Announcements 

Upcoming Holyday of Obligation  
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary [the patronal feast of our nation] is 

Thursday, December 8th. Masses will be at 9 am and 7 

pm in the church. 

Christmas Basket Raffle  The Ladies of Charity will be 

selling tickets before and after Masses  for their annual 

Christmas Basket Raffle. The basket includes custom 

made afghan and other custom homemade items, sparkling 

drinks, Christmas treats & decorations, goodies and $100 

gift card. Proceeds will go to our local nursing homes and 

other charitable organizations. Tickets are $5 each or 5 for 

$20; the drawing will be Sunday, December 18, 2022—

you need not be present to win! 

Advent Lessons and Carols  
Our annual service of Advent Lessons & Carols will be 

Sunday, December 11th at 5 pm in the church. This 

evening of music and scripture is a beautiful way to 

prepare your heart to welcome the Lord when he comes 

again. 

A reception will follow in the school auditorium.  

St. Columba School  Now enrolling for 2023-2024 school year! 

Applications for the 2023-2024 Archdiocese of 

Washington Tuition Assistance Program are now being 

accepted through 12/2/22 for returning families, and 

through 2/18/23 for new families.  Please note that all 

families requesting any financial aid from St. Columba 

School must complete an application. The link may be 

found on their website www.stccatholic.org.  

 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 3 December  

Anticipated Mass for the Second Sunday of Advent  

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 4 December 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

8 am   Francisca 

9:30 am  Guadalupe Manlapaz + 

11 am   Dolorita Wallace Moore +  

Monday, 5 December 

Advent Feria 

9 am  Leslie Lee +  

Tuesday, 6 December 

Nicholas, Bishop 

9 am  Theresa Koshut  

Wednesday, 7 December  

Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

9 am  Stephanie Ann Sarwal +  

Thursday, 8 December 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BVM 

9 am  pro populo  

7 pm  Edward Guinivan  

Friday, 9 December  

Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 

9 am  Stratford C. Wallace + [month’s mind]  

Saturday, 10 December  

Our Lady of Loreto 

10 am  Jorge Arnoldson +  

Anticipated Mass for the Third Sunday of Advent  

4:30 pm  Julia Watson 

Sunday, 11 December 

The Third Sunday of Advent [Gaudete Sunday] 

8 am   pro populo 

9:30 am  Enid Gloria Shields + 

11 am   Maria de las Nieves Lopez +  

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Jackie Chancio  George Hendrix 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Easter Thompson, Finn Prada, Fr. Gus Peters, Cate Mueller, Don Seward, Chelsea Ransom, Lorraine Killion, Marie Norment, Theresa Koshut, Jackie Windsor, 

Jack Figel, Sonya Estrada, Dave Hoppe, Barbara Manning; Andy, Paula, and Marian Luther; Jackie Chancio, Carollyn Grimm, Mark Mangione, Richard  

Thompson, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, 

Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, 

Kerianna Prather; C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., and J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 

https://stlukesordinariate.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bec82b049fa828b9ee187de3a&id=f5df2045fc&e=d37dd6f426

