
22 January 2023 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  

eucharistic adoration 

in the church 

Tuesday    6:30-7:30 pm 

First Saturday   9 am  
      (followed by Mass at 10 am) 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



FISHERS OF MEN 

What would it have meant to become fishers of men in the 

first century A.D.? Well, on the one hand, this is just a 

simple metaphor. What do fishermen do? They catch 

fish. So he’s going to make them fishers of men, he’s going 

to call them to come with him and to invite, or to catch, 

other men to become disciples, to gather a group of 

followers around him who will believe in the good news of 

the kingdom and call other people to repent.   

However, “fisher of men” is a weird expression. It's an 

unusual image, and whenever you see strange imagery or 

unusual expressions in the New Testament, often they are 

allusions to the Old Testament. In this case Jesus is 

alluding to a prophecy from the book of Jeremiah that isn't 

in our readings for the day, it’s not in the lectionary; but I 

still think it’s important for you to focus on to understand 

the meaning of the call. The prophet Jeremiah (who lived 

in the sixth century before Christ, 500 years before Jesus, 

on the cusp of the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem) 

said that one day people were going to forget about the 

exodus from Egypt. They weren’t going to talk about 

anymore the exodus under Moses where God set his 

people free and brought them to the promise land.  In the 

future, Jeremiah said, people are going talk about a new 

exodus, in which God will not just save his people from 

Egypt, but he will gather his scattered children from 

throughout the Gentiles, from throughout the nations, 

where they had been scattered by the Assyrian exile in 722 

BC. In that prophecy Jeremiah uses the imagery of fishing 

for human beings: 

Therefore, behold, the days are coming, says the 

LORD, when it shall no longer be said, `As the 

LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel 

out of the land of Egypt,' but `As the LORD lives 

who brought up the people of Israel out of the 

north country and out of all the countries where 

he had driven them.' For I will bring them back to 

their own land which I gave to their fathers. 

Behold, I am sending for many fishers, says the 

LORD, and they shall catch them; and afterwards 

I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt 

them from every mountain and every hill, and out 

of the clefts of the rocks.  

[Jeremiah 16:14-16] 

So what’s Jeremiah doing?  He’s saying that there’s going 

to be a future exodus, but in this exodus God is going to 

gather his people to himself from all the countries 

throughout the whole world. And when he does that 

though, he’s going to have to send out men, specific 

people, to act as fishers, so that they can catch them. This 

is the prophecy of the new exodus; it was one of the 

central Jewish hopes of Jesus' day, that one day when God 

would save his people in the future, similar to how he had 

done it at the time of the exodus from Egypt, but in a 

more universal way, not just from one country, but from 

all the countries of the earth. So it’s in that context that 

Jesus comes to Simon and Andrew and James and John 

and says to them, follow me, and they dropped their nets 

and they start to follow him, and he says I will make you 

fishers of men. So what's he saying to them? I'm calling 

you to be the fishers of the new exodus, who will go not 

just into one country, but into all the countries of the 

Earth to bring men back to God and to gather again the 

lost tribes of Israel that Assyria had scattered.  So those 

lost tribes were 10 of the 12 tribes that were scattered 

among the nations, and the prophet said one day all 12 

tribes are going to be gathered together again. The Jews 

at the time said, “How’s that going to happen when we 

don’t even know where they are? They are mixed in with 

all the Gentiles.” Well, Jesus here steps into that 

situation and begins to call the first four of the 12 

apostles, calling them to be fishers of men because they 

are, in a sense, going to constitute around him a new 

Israel, that’s going to inaugurate a new exodus, and 

that's going to bring people back to God through 

repentance from sin and through preparation for the 

coming of his kingdom.  

Now put yourself in Peter or Andrew or James or John's 

place. If you had believed in John the Baptist, if you had 

hopes that he was the great prophet who is going to 

inaugurate the new exodus…Think about it, where did 

John do his public ministry? He did in the river 

Jordan. What was the river Jordan? That was where the 

first exodus had ended. In the book of Joshua 5, when 

they finally got through the 40 years of traveling in the 

desert, they came to the river Jordan and then they 

miraculously crossed through the Jordan River and they 

make it to the Promised Land. So John the Baptist was 

also a prophet of the new exodus. He went to the place 

where the first exodus had ended and he started in 

motion a new exodus. Then he got arrested and he got 

beheaded, and it seems as if maybe things are falling 

apart, maybe it's not coming to pass now. Jesus, however, 

comes into that situation and says follow me, I'll make 

you fishers of men. In other words, I am going to be the 

great prophet; I'm going to be the Messiah, the one to 

bring the new exodus to completion, to inaugurate it and 

to consummate it, through my public ministry. And now 

it makes sense why Peter and James and Andrew and 

John would drop their nets and go follow this guy, 

because they were already ready to receive that message 

and to become fishers of men. 

 

Excerpted from Fishers of Men and the New Exodus by Dr. Brant 

Pitre, posted on catholic productions.com on 5 March 2021. 



Announcements 

Have you considered coming to Adult Sunday School 
on Sundays at 9:30 am? Here is what's on tap... 
Lectio: Eucharist, a Bible study from the Augustine 

Institute.  

Join us in the library behind the stage in the school 

auditorium, at 9:30 Sunday mornings, to learn from Dr. 

Brant Pitre and to contribute your own insights and 

reflections, so that we may all understand better how we 

unite ourselves with Christ as he offers up his body and 

blood to the Father, and build ourselves up by partaking 

of that body and blood.  

Change in the Holy Hour Schedule 
Effective 7 February 
Starting Tuesday, February 7th, the Tuesday Holy Hour 

will be held during the day—in the chapel following the 9 

am Mass. Make a plan to come and spend time with the 

Lord. 

Mass Intentions 
The book is open for Mass intentions in 2023. If you 

would like to request Masses for this year, please email 

the office. Or fill out a Mass Intention request envelope 

and place it in the collection plate [please include contact 

information to confirm requested dates]. 

The Weekly Email 
Are you interested in receiving our weekly email bulletin? 

It hits your inbox every Thursday morning at 9 am. 

Email the office at stlukesDCordinariate@gmail.com, and 

we will put you on the email list. 

 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 21 January  

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 22 January 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany  

8 am  those killed by abortion + 

9:30 am  those wounded by abortion 

11 am   Edward Kantor  

Monday, 23 January 

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children 

9 am  Arthur Guinness +  

Tuesday, 24 January 

Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

9 am  living & deceased relatives of the Madan-Casas family  

Wednesday, 25 January 

The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle 

9 am  William Faulkes +  

Thursday, 26 January 

Timothy and Titus, Bishops 

9 am  John Letcher + 

Friday, 27 January 

Angela Merici, Virgin 

9 am  Philip Astley +  

Saturday, 28 January 

Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

10 am  catechists of this parish  

Anticipated Mass for the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 29 January 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  

8 am  Edward Lear + 

9:30 am  living & deceased  descendants of Rafael F. & Lilian C. Madan 

11 am   vocations to the Ordinariate  

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Jackie Chancio  George Hendrix 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Joseph Chancio  Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Fr. Gus Peters, Cate Mueller, Don Seward, Chelsea Ransom, Lorraine Killion, Marie Norment, Theresa Koshut, Jackie Windsor, Jack Figel, Sonya Estrada, 

Dave Hoppe, Barbara Manning; Andy, Paula, and Marian Luther; Jackie Chancio, Carollyn Grimm, Mark Mangione, Richard Thompson, Harold Joyce, Levi 

Harris, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, 

Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather; C.M., 

C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., and J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 


