
19 February 2023 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  eucharistic adoration 

Tuesday    10 am  
in the chapel  

following the 9 am Mass 

First Saturday   9 am  
in the church  

followed by Mass at 10 am 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



THE CHAIR OF PETER 

The feast of the Chair of St. Peter has nothing to do with a 

piece of furniture. 

The “chair” symbolizes the authority of St Peter and his 

successors who have served the Church of Jesus Christ as the 

Bishop of Rome (the Pope). As a matter of fact, in Rome’s St. 

Peter’s Basilica, there is a chair, enshrined in the sumptuous 

Altar of the Chair of St. Peter by the great architect Bernini, 

but it is a symbol representing the 2,000-year-old papacy and 

unity the Pope continues to bring to Catholics around the 

world. Without such unity the Church would splinter into 

numerous sects and divisions. 

Cathedra 

So, every year on Feb. 22, the Church celebrates the 

continuing role of the Pope, the Vicar of Christ, beginning 

with St Peter. The use of the term chair in the feast day comes 

from the Latin term cathedra, meaning the seat of government. 

But how did such a feast day ever get started? We need to go 

back to the time of Jesus for the answer. 

According to the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus asks the Twelve 

Apostles, “Who do you say that I am?” (16:15). The only 

response Jesus acknowledged was that of Peter, who said that 

Jesus was the son of the living God. Jesus in turn said to 

Peter, “Blessed art you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father” (v. 

17). Peter’s answer is heavenly inspired, and from that point 

Peter is singled out among the apostles to be the rock of 

Christ’s Church on earth. According to Jesus, the Church will 

be so rock solid that “the gates of the netherworld shall not 

prevail against it” (v. 18). 

Later, following the Resurrection, Jesus confirms Peter’s 

primacy over the other apostles as well as authority over His 

Church. He gives Peter the keys to the kingdom, telling him: 

to “Feed my lambs…. Feed my sheep” (see Jn 21:15-17). This 

authority, this responsibility given to Peter, is meant to be 

passed on to each of his successors. Jesus did not intend for 

the Church to end with Peter. 

The Rock 

St. Peter quietly begins to take on the role assigned by Christ 

beginning in the Upper Room. Pope Benedict XVI writes in 

his book “Holiness is Always in Season” (Ignatius Press, 2011): 

“So what was the ‘Chair’ of St Peter? Chosen by Christ as the 

‘rock’ on which to build the Church (cf. Mt 16:18), he began his 

ministry in Jerusalem, after the Ascension of the Lord and 

Pentecost. The Church’s first ‘seat’ was the Upper Room, and 

it is likely that a special place was reserved for Simon Peter in 

that room where Mary, Mother of Jesus, also prayed with the 

disciples” (p. 65). 

Even before Pentecost, Peter orchestrated the selection of 

Matthias to replace Judas, which was the first apostolic 

succession (see Acts 1:15-26). Peter preached on that day of 

Pentecost and was so inspirational that 3,000 people were 

baptized after listening to him (Acts 2:41). He was the first 

apostle to be given the grace to perform a miracle; curing the 

lame man at “the Beautiful gate” (Acts 3:1-10). King Herod 

Agrippa had Peter arrested and shackled in prison between two 

guards, but an “angel of the Lord” saved him (Acts 12:1-10). 

Peter’s decisive speech at the Council of Jerusalem in A.D. 50 

resolved the debate there (Acts 15:6-12). That he was singled 

out for a special role among all the apostles is undisputable. 

Around A.D. 34, Peter went to Antioch and established there 

a seat, or chair, of government. Antioch was a major 

metropolitan city of the ancient world with a diverse 

population and was the place where Christ’s followers were 

first called Christians. Peter remained there for seven years, 

and the Church would acknowledge his work in Antioch by 

establishing the feast of St. Peter’s Chair in Antioch, 

celebrated on Feb. 22 every year. That feast remained on the 

Catholic liturgical calendar until the 20th century. 

Next, Peter went to Rome, the center of the civilized world. 

Peter’s efforts there would identify him as the first Bishop of 

Rome. Gifted by God and respected by man, he would 

continue his role as leader of all the Church, and as a result 

was the first pope. In A.D. 68, he was crucified by Emperor 

Nero. 

The Feast of the Chair 

His feast day, originally called the feast of the Chair of St. 

Peter in Rome, began in the fourth century. It was held on 

Jan. 18, as that was believed to be the day when Peter gave 

his first homily in Rome. At some point before the 16th-

century Protestant revolt, the feast was combined with the 

feast of St. Peter’s Chair in Antioch. When Martin Luther 

revolted from the Church, Protestant heretics made the 

absurd claim that Peter was never in Rome and thus he 

could not have been the Bishop of Rome. Consequently, in 

their opinion, there could be no pope as claimed by 

Catholics. 

In order to reject this false Protestant challenge, Pope Paul 

IV (r. 1555-1559) reinstituted the feast of the Chair of Peter 

in Rome in 1558. As a result, for 400 years the Church 

celebrated two feast days regarding the Chair of Peter....In 

1962, Pope John XXIII combined the two feasts into one, 

which is the feast of the Chair of St. Peter, held Feb. 22 

each year. 

On this feast day, the universal Church acknowledges that 

St. Peter was the first pope and that his mission continues 

through the Holy Father today....the Church proclaims that 

the authority given to St. Peter by Our Lord has been 

handed down to Peter’s successors for the past 2,000 years. 

This day is not just about apostolic succession in respect to 

the pope and the bishops. Among the laity, it symbolizes an 

unspoken confidence that the Church of Jesus does not 

change from age to age; that the truths of the Gospel still 

form the basis of our faith; that these eternal truths are 

reflected in every Catholic parish and in every Mass….We 

firmly believe that we are part of the mystical body of Christ, 

a holy people, a holy priesthood. 

In the late fourth century, St. Jerome wrote to Pope 

Damasus I: “I follow no leader but Christ and join in 

communion with none but Your Blessedness, that is, with the 

chair of Peter. I know that this is the rock on which the 

Church has been built. Whoever eats the Lamb outside this 

house is profane. Anyone who is not in the Ark of Noah will 

perish when the flood prevails.” 

from The Throne of Truth: What is the feast of the Chair of Peter? 

by D. D Emmons, posted on simplycatholic.com, a ministry of Our 

Sunday Visitor. 



Announcements 

Ash Wednesday services will be on Wednesday February  

22nd at 7 am, 9 am, 5:30 pm, and 7 pm. There will be 

the Penitential Office with distribution of ashes at 7 am 

and 5:30 pm; there will be Mass with distribution of 

ashes at 9 am and 7 pm. 

There will be a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  on 

Tuesday, February 21st from 5-7 pm. Tickets are $5/

person or $15/family. Come and have a Fat Tuesday, and 

get shriven--confessions will be heard in the chapel 

throughout the dinner.  

Looking for some spiritual reading for Lent?  
Or just hoping to deepen your prayer life? 
St. Ignatius parishioner Magdalena Edmonson has written  a 

creative and practical guide to developing  and empowering a 

new personal prayer life, with encouragement to regularly 

practice prayer.   Available for $19 from Amazon and B&N, 

you can get a  copy here at the parish for $15. 

Copies will be available at the Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper. Or call the office to make other arrangements for pick-

up. 

The Annual Appeals 
Both the Archdiocese of Washington and the Ordinariate 

of the Chair of Saint Peter are running their annual 

appeals now. Please give generously to support the work 

of your diocese. 

Help the Earthquake Victims  
Cardinal Gregory has called on the local faithful to 

support relief efforts in Turkey and Syria by donating to 

Catholic Relief Services at crs.org. Your gift will help 

CRS provide shelter, food, clean water, and hygienic 

supplies in that region. Please be generous. 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 11 February  

Anticipated Mass for the Chair of Peter [transferred] 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 19 February 

Solemnity of the Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle  

8 am  Elizabeth Carter + 

9:30 am  visible unity in the Church 

11 am   Miles Coverdale  +   

Monday, 20 February 

Pre-Lenten Feria 

9 am  those wronged by the Madan-Casas family  

Tuesday, 21 February 

Shrove Tuesday 

Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

9 am  Encarnacion Estropia +  

Wednesday, 22 February 

Ash Wednesday 

9 am  Charles Jones + 

7 pm  those killed in the earthquakes in Syria and Turkey + 

Thursday, 23 February 

Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr 

9 am  Deborah Whelan 

Friday, 24 February 

Friday after Ash Wednesday  

9 am  visitors to our parish 

Saturday, 25 February 

Saturday after Ash Wednesday 

10 am  Thomas Moore +  

Anticipated Mass for the First Sunday in Lent 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 26 February 

The First Sunday in Lent  

8 am  Burt Bacharach + 

9:30 am  Jimmie Jackson + 

11 am   the godchildren of Rafael A. Madan  

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Carole Young  George Hendrix 

Joseph Somerville  Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 
Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 
Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Rosemary Coller 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Connie Somerville 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Vanessa, Ginni Lamp Thomas, Fr. Gus Peters, Cate Mueller, Don Seward, Chelsea Ransom, Lorraine Killion, Marie Norment, Theresa Koshut, Jackie Windsor, 

Jack Figel, Sonya Estrada, Dave Hoppe, Barbara Manning; Andy, Paula, and Marian Luther; Jackie Chancio, Carollyn Grimm, Mark Mangione, Richard Thomp-

son, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary 

Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Keri-

anna Prather; C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., and J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 


