
5 March 2023 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  eucharistic adoration 

Tuesday    10 am  
in the chapel  

following the 9 am Mass 

First Saturday   9 am  
in the church  

followed by Mass at 10 am 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



THE PROMISE IN THE TRANSFIGURATION 

“…I once had the great privilege many years ago of meeting 

Father Godfrey Diekmann, a monk of St. John's Abbey in 

Collegeville, Minnesota. He was about 92…and had been a player 

at Vatican II, instrumental in writing some of the documents…I 

finally worked up the courage to ask him “if you were young 

again, and you could mount the barricades, what would you fight 

for the Church?” and without hesitation, he had a cane in his 

hand, and he brought it down on my knee and said, “deification”. 

It wasn't the answer I was expecting. But Godfrey was a scholar 

of the Church Fathers. These great figures took it as axiomatic 

that the Christian life is about something far more than mere 

moral rectitude, more than just being an upright person...It was 

about what they called, in the East anyway, theosis. Theosis 

means deification; that means becoming God. When this gets 

translated into the West we find the Latin term deificatio, 

deification. There's an adage—I'll give the Latin version—that all 

the Church Fathers used: Deus fit homo ut homo fieret deum. 

That means God became human that we humans might become 

God. It's kind of shocking to our ears today. It doesn't mean we 

stop being creatures; it means God became one of us that he 

might elevate our human nature and make it a sharer in his own 

divine nature. Christ came this would not just to make us morally 

upright. Rather, he came to give us a share in his own life. To 

become—I'll shift the metaphor a little bit—citizens of heaven, or 

maybe better, denizens of heaven, people capable of living in that 

heightened rarefied atmosphere. Think of an astronaut going up 

into outer space; he needs special equipment in order to live 

there. He can't go up simply on his own, he wouldn't be able to 

breathe in that heightened place. In a similar way, the life of 

Heaven becomes possible for us only through this transformation, 

this deification.  

Now what gave the first Christians this conviction? Here think of 

how different Christianity is than something like Confucianism: 

the Confucian system is an ethical system—it's about correct 

behavior. But why isn't Christianity like that? The answer is the 

resurrection of Jesus from the dead. And the great anticipation of 

the resurrection which we call the transfiguration.… 

…So let's think about the transfiguration, how thoroughly this 

event impressed itself on the minds of the first followers of 

Jesus…He goes up the mountain this apparently ordinary man 

from Nazareth, this fellow Israelite, then, “he was transfigured 

before them. His face shone like the sun, his clothes became 

white as light.” The Greek term behind the word transfiguration 

in English is metamorphosis. Morphe means “form” and Greek 

meta “beyond”; metamorphosis—to go beyond the form that he 

had. So the metamorphosis of a caterpillar comes to mind.… 

Somehow this Jesus became transformed, elevated, enhanced in 

his manner of being. At the risk of expressing it too crudely, but 

the caterpillar that becomes the monarch butterfly, a thing of 

extraordinary delicacy and beauty, but coming from a—literally— 

grubbier source.  

The first thing we notice now in the account of the 

Transfiguration is that the appearance of Jesus becomes more 

beautiful. One of the classical features of beauty is claritas or 

radiance….So we hear that His face shone, his clothes became 

white as light. These somewhat grubby bodies of ours, whose 

beauty lasts for a fleeting moment, are destined for a transfigured 

and elevated beauty, a radiance in the heavenly realm. Secondly, 

in his transfigured state, Jesus transcends space and time. We see 

him talking with Moses and Elijah, figures from the distant 

past. In this world and our ordinary experience, we're caught in 

one moment of space and time. If I am here, I can't be there. 

I'm at this time; I can't be some other time. But in heaven, we 

will live in the eternal Now of God's life, which means outside 

of space, outside of time, transcending these two dimensions.…  

Have you ever noticed that even as we savor this life, and 

appreciate all that is wonderful about it, we never feel entirely 

at home? I find as I get older, this is just truer and truer. 

There's a permanent restlessness about human life. And as CS 

Lewis noted, it comes to its fullest expression, not at the worst 

time, so you think “this is just so lousy, I wish I was 

somewhere else”. No, it is at the best times of life, and our 

most successful, our most joyful, that we have that nagging 

sense of “but there's got to be something more”. Teresa of 

Avila, the great mystic, said, “this life is like a bad night in a 

bad hotel”…Think of just a lousy hotel where you spend a bad 

night. It's not where you're meant to be. The hotel is not your 

home; it's this place you're passing through. So weirdly, this 

whole life properly can seem like a bad night in a hotel. This is 

not where we're meant to be.  

Not to be down on the world, but [the faith] insists that a 

higher, richer, more beautiful and spiritually fulfilling life 

awaits us. We're like caterpillars, we're awaiting for the 

moment to become monarch butterflies.…  

Immanuel Kant famously opined in the 18th century that all the 

other dimensions of religion—liturgy, art, sacraments, 

mysticism, etc,—are all properly reducible to ethics: the entire 

point of religion is to make us ethically upright. Don't get me 

wrong, I'm all for ethics. But let me suggest that this is a 

terrible reductionism, and that the Transfiguration tells against 

it. We're not meant to be simply nice people, we’re meant to be 

sons and daughters of God. We're meant to be citizens of 

heaven. We're meant for an elevated transfigured life.  

Look at the liturgy under this rubric. I do indeed hope the 

Mass will conduce to make people become nicer, more generous 

people after Mass. But the Mass is meant, at its heart, to bring 

us even now into harmony with the life of heaven. Think of 

something as simple as the line, “May our voices be one with 

theirs as they sing Holy, holy, holy.” What are we talking about 

here?  The angels are singing at the Mass now—join 

harmonically with the singing of the angels. The Eucharist that 

we receive at Mass is meant not to make us just people with 

hearts of gold. It's meant to “Christify” us—we eat His body 

and drink His blood at Mass.  

Of course, all the sacraments have this deifying purpose. 

Baptism introduces the divine life into us; confession restores it 

when lost through sin; confirmation strengthens; and 

matrimony and Holy Orders give it vocational direction. 

Anointing of the Sick prepares us for the transition to our 

heavenly homeland. All of the sacraments are about the divine 

life. Prayer finally—sure, I hope makes us better people—but 

its primary purpose is to unite us even now to the heavenly 

realm, to make us conversant with the angels and the saints. In 

fact, everything in the Christian religion, including our ethical 

behavior, is meant finally to foster our transfiguration. At the 

end of the day, old Godfrey Diekmann was right. Finally, what 

it comes down to is deification.” 

Excerpted from Transfiguration and Deification by Bishop Robert 

Barron, from wordonfire.org, 6 August 2017 



Announcements 

Stations of the Cross  will be walked every Friday in Lent, 

following the 9 am Mass in the chapel and at 7 pm in the 

church. 

Come and practice this beautiful Lenten tradition. 

Looking for some spiritual reading for Lent?  
Or just hoping to deepen your prayer life? 
St. Ignatius parishioner Magdalena Edmonson has written  a 

creative and practical guide to developing  and empowering a 

new personal prayer life, with encouragement to regularly 

practice prayer. Available for $19 from Amazon and B&N, you 

can get a copy here at the parish for $15. 

Call the office to make other arrangements for pick-up. 

The Annual Appeals 
Both the Archdiocese of Washington and the Ordinariate 

of the Chair of Saint Peter are running their annual 

appeals now. Please give generously to support the work 

of your diocese. 

Help the Earthquake Victims  
Cardinal Gregory has called on the local faithful to 

support relief efforts in Turkey and Syria by donating to 

Catholic Relief Services at crs.org. Your gift will help 

CRS provide shelter, food, clean water, and hygienic 

supplies in that region. Please be generous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 4 March  

Anticipated Mass for the Second Sunday in Lent 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 5 March 

The Second Sunday in Lent  

8 am  visitors to our parish 

9:30 am  Andres Gamboa 

11 am   Graziella H. de Madan +  

Monday, 6 March 

Monday in the First Week of Lent 

9 am  Peter Dery +  

Tuesday, 7 March 

Tuesday in the First Week of Lent 

9 am  special intention [Rafael. A Madan]  

Wednesday, 8 March 

Ember Wednesday in Lent 

9 am  Zachary Scott Richmond +  [month’s mind] 

Thursday, 9 March 

Thursday in the First Week of Lent 

9 am  Christopher Wallace + 

Friday, 10 March 

Ember Friday in Lent  

9 am  William Whiting + 

Saturday, 11 March 

Ember Saturday in Lent 

10 am  Benjamin Waugh +  

Anticipated Mass for the Second Sunday in Lent 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 12 March 

The Third Sunday in Lent  

8 am  Sharon and David Gustafson 

9:30 am  Clark Glenn 

11 am   Lilian Madan Gamble +  

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Carole Young  George Hendrix 

Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 

Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 

Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Rosemary Coller 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Vanessa de Ingardia, Ginni Lamp Thomas, Fr. Gus Peters, Cate Mueller, Don Seward, Chelsea Ransom, Lorraine Killion, Marie Norment, Theresa Koshut, 

Jackie Windsor, Jack Figel, Sonya Estrada, Dave Hoppe, Barbara Manning; Andy, Paula, and Marian Luther; Jackie Chancio, Carollyn Grimm, Mark Mangione, 

Richard Thompson, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy 

Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. 

Woods, Kerianna Prather; C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., and J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 


