
19 March 2023 

Masses 

Saturday 4:30 pm  [anticipated]  

   Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am    

Daily Mass in the chapel  

Monday-Friday at 9 am 

Saturday at 10 am 

(First Saturdays in the church) 

Confessions 

Saturday  9-9:45 am  
  in the chapel 

(in the church on 1st Saturdays) 

           3:30-4:15 pm 
  in the church 

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm 
in the church 

Holy Hours  
confessions &  eucharistic adoration 

Tuesday    10 am  
in the chapel  

following the 9 am Mass 

First Saturday   9 am  
in the church  

followed by Mass at 10 am 

2315 Brinkley Road  Fort Washington, MD 20744 



A RATHER EARTHY DIVINITY 

The Lion of Judah is no tame lion. Neither is he 

predictable. 

While walking along the streets of Jerusalem one 

day, Jesus sees a common enough sight in the Holy 

City. There is a disabled person by the side of the 

road begging (John 9). What else is the poor man to 

do? He has been blind from birth, so employment 

opportunities are limited. He has no ability to see, 

but he can speak. So he cries out for assistance. 

The disciples want to pinpoint the cause of the 

problem theologically. Whose sin brought down this 

judgment upon the poor man? Jesus is much more 

interested in solving the problem than analyzing it. 

But the action he takes is strange to say the least. 

He could have simply gathered a crowd, given a 

speech, the uttered dramatic command: “Be healed.” 

He did it this way with others. It would have been 

dignified enough. 

But no, his action is to spit in the dirt, make a paste 

of mud, and smear it on the eyes of the poor man, 

commanding his disciples to wash off the paste in 

the Pool of Siloam. 

What must the blind man and the crowds have 

thought in the interval between the smearing and 

the washing? Why did Jesus choose to do it this 

way? 

Because God made the dust of the earth, and saw it 

as good (Genesis 1). And out of it he formed the first 

man (Gen 2) which he saw as very good. Though 

many religious movements have shunned material 

things as base, unspiritual, and even evil, the God of 

Israel appears as a rather earthy divinity. He is so 

comfortable with the physical world that he even 

allows himself to be united to it forever, the Divine 

Word becoming flesh in the womb of Mary. 

The physical body of Jesus is a visible sign of what 

can’t be seen: his glorious divinity. But it is more 

than an empty sign calling to mind something that 

is not there. It makes visible and present that 

invisible divinity. From the body of Jesus goes forth 

divine power to heal the woman with the flow of 

blood and wipe away the sins of the paralytic. 

But sometimes, the Lord wants to use other earthy 

realities to contain and transmit his life-changing 

power. You can’t get more earthy than mud!  But if 

God can use mud to heal and give new life, why 

not water? Why not bread and wine? Why not oil? 

What Jesus does for the man born blind is a sign 

of the whole sacramental economy of the Church 

he established. Physical symbols come to contain 

what they symbolize and transmit what they 

contain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course this is not brand new. It is prefigured 

and prepared for in the Old Testament. Special oil 

called chrism is carried by the prophet Samuel to 

the town of Bethlehem to be used in the anointing 

of a new king. The Philistines, a mighty people 

from the seacoast with superior weapons and 

military skill, oppress the people of Israel. The 

role of the King is to defend his people from their 

enemies, and this is a formidable foe. The King 

will need great strength to fulfill his mission, so he 

is to be anointed with sacred chrism . . . holy, 

perfumed oil first used to consecrate priests. It is 

carried in the hollow horn of a bull, a symbol of 

the power this chrism is intended to transmit. The 

smallest and seemingly weakest of the sons of 

Jesse is smeared with this oil, and from that 

moment, the power of the Lord rushed upon 

David, turning this shepherd into the first Lion of 

Judah (1 Sam 16). This prefigures the sacrament of 

confirmation, where the weak will be made soldiers 

of Christ, sharing in Church’s kingly mission of 

bringing all things into subjection to the King of 

Kings. 

The sacraments do not just symbolize, but actually 

transmit the awesome power they contain. And 

what is it that they contain? The merciful love of 

God that makes the weak strong, the humble wise, 

and ordinary people quite extraordinary. 

 

Excerpted from Reflection for the Fourth Sunday of Lent: The Man 

Born Blind by Marcellino D’Ambrosio, of the St. Paul Center for 

Biblical Theology, reprinted from catholicmom.com, of the Holy Cross 

Catholic Ministries, 25 March 2017 



Announcements 

Stations of the Cross  will be walked every Friday in Lent, 

following the 9 am Mass in the chapel and at 7 pm in the 

church. 

Come and practice this beautiful Lenten tradition. 

Looking for some spiritual reading for Lent?  
Or just hoping to deepen your prayer life? 
St. Ignatius parishioner Magdalena Edmonson has written  a 

creative and practical guide to developing  and empowering a 

new personal prayer life, with encouragement to regularly 

practice prayer. Available for $19 from Amazon and B&N, you 

can get a copy here at the parish for $15. 

Call the office to make other arrangements for pick-up. 

Help the Earthquake Victims  
Cardinal Gregory has called on the local faithful to 

support relief efforts in Turkey and Syria by donating to 

Catholic Relief Services at crs.org. Your gift will help 

CRS provide shelter, food, clean water, and hygienic 

supplies in that region. Please be generous. 

Passiontide and Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday    Procession with Palms at the 11 am Mass  

Maundy Thursday  Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7 pm  

Good Friday   Commemoration of the Passion and Death 

  of Jesus  at 3 pm  

Holy Saturday   Solemn Easter Vigil at 8:15 pm  

Easter Sunday  regular Sunday Mass Schedule  

 

 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 18 March  

Anticipated Mass for the Fourth Sunday in Lent 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 19 March 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent  

8 am  Josefa Yanez 

9:30 am  Ida Hounsou + 

11 am   Rev. Lucien Lindsey Jr. + 

Monday, 20 March 

JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

9 am  the Madan-Trujillo family  

Tuesday, 21 March 

Tuesday in the Fourth Week of Lent 

9 am  Rafael Madan y Diago +  

Wednesday, 22 March 

Wednesday in the Fourth Week of Lent 

9 am  Gene and Shirley Morris + 

Thursday, 23 March 

Turibius de Mogrovejo 

9 am  John Harrison + 

Friday, 24 March 

Friday in the Fourth Week of Lent 

9 am  James Gibbons + 

Saturday, 25 March 

THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 

10 am  the sick of the parish  

Anticipated Mass for the Fifth Sunday in Lent 

4:30 pm  pro populo 

Sunday, 26 March 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent  

8 am  those who have fallen away from the faith 

9:30 am  J. Alberto Casas + 

11 am   Alfonso and Hilda Gamboa  

 
St. Ignatius Finance Council 

Carole Young  George Hendrix 

Clifford Woods 

 

office@saint-ig.org  

SAINT-IG.ORG 

301-567-4740 

St. Luke’s Finance Council 

Patrick Delaney Co-chair  Dave Hoppe  

David Lewis  Franco Madan 

 

stlukesdcordinariate@gmail.com 

STLUKESORDINARIATE.COM 

202-999-9934 

Rev. John Vidal, pastor 

Rev. Jason Catania, parochial vicar 

Rev. David Ousley, assisting priest 

Joint Pastoral Council 

Michael Taylor   James Guinivan 

Ada Okafor  Elizabeth Shivone 

Cesar Andaya  Rosemary Coller 

Patrick Delaney - ex officio 

Susan White - ex officio 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Remember in your Prayers    All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to the sick:  

Rebecca Michalco, Ruth Will, E.L. Grimm, J.M. Duffell, Vanessa de Ingardia, Ginni Lamp Thomas, Fr. Gus Peters, Cate Mueller, Don Seward, Chelsea Ran-

som, Lorraine Killion, Marie Norment, Theresa Koshut, Jackie Windsor, Jack Figel, Sonya Estrada, Dave Hoppe, Barbara Manning; Andy, Paula, and Marian 

Luther; Jackie Chancio, Carollyn Grimm, Mark Mangione, Richard Thompson, Harold Joyce, Levi Harris, Joanne Newsom, Anne Marie Whittaker, Greg and 

Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance Ward, Mark 

Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher, Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather; C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B., and J.M., H.G., and J.G. 

Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list. Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person [or a member of his family] 

about adding the name—we do not want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy. 


